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From North Carolina to Connecticut: 
Activist 1Ls join UConn Law student body

See CHILDERS & GREEN, p. 3

By Matt Szafranski

As the legislative session came to a close late last spring, 
Governor Dannel Malloy seemed on the cusp of achieving 
something Democrats nationwide would envy as a legisla-
tive agenda of progressive policies from marijuana decrimi-
nalization to paid sick leave were made law.  In addition, a 
massive budget deficit was closed without a spurious gut-
ting of collective bargaining rights.  Malloy was prepared to 
sail into a summer effort focused on job creation when the 
bottom dropped out on the labor front.

Following a vote by employees of the American Federa-
tion of State, Country, and Municipal Employees, the deal to 
cut the state’s labor costs collapsed.  Under the complex rules 
of the State Employee Bargaining Agent Coalition, the deal 
needed to be approved by 14 of the 15 represented unions.  
Those fourteen unions also need to represent 80% of all 
state employees.  AFSCME represents, by itself, more than 
20% of state employees.  Several other unions rejected the 

Malloy continues to struggle 
with Connecticut’s budget

By Katherine Welsh Laliberte

Adam Childers and Tom Greene, 
a couple from North Carolina who 
have decided to give their activist pur-
suits the power of a law degree, will 
join the class of 2014 this fall. Hailing 
from Granite Falls, NC, Childers and 
Greene have spent the years since un-
dergrad in hospitality and education 
respectively, all the while engaging in 
positive social change not only in their 
community but on a national level as 
well. 

The two met in December of 2005 in 
college—despite the fact that they at-
tended the same high school—where 
Adam was captain of the swim team 
and, two years ahead of him; Tom was 
captain of the football team. Tom went 
on to attend Appalachian State Uni-
versity on a North Carolina Teaching 

Fellowship, a competitive scholar-
ship for potential future teachers 
that funds undergraduate tuition 
in exchange for extra tutoring and 
volunteer teaching hours. Once 
there, he majored in History and 
Secondary Education with a mi-
nor in Sociology. Adam attended 
the University of North Carolina 
and graduated with a degree in 
Psychology and Sociology.

Since graduating, their com-
munity involvement ranged from 
work with food banks, assisting 
special needs children with fitness 
goals, serving on town boards, 
studying in Turkey, and tutoring 
adults in reading and writing to help 
them attain their GED or a new job. 

The pair’s work attained national 
news coverage when an anti-Propo-
sition 8 rally became the largest gay 

rights rally in North Carolina’s histo-
ry. Despite the fact that Tom Greene’s 
name and keynote address are preva-
lent in the coverage of the rally, he 
won’t take the credit for the thousands 
of people who attended. “I give credit 
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By Karen Rabinovici

The new incoming 1L class at UConn Law is joined by 
a student who has already had plenty of experience with 
the criminal justice and legal systems:  Billy Rea, a mem-
ber of the Hartford Police Department.  Billy Rea serves 
as a West End community service police officer in UConn 
Law’s backyard.  He describes himself as a liaison between 
the community and the police department, serving busi-
nesses, apartment buildings, and citizens in general who 
are running into problems. 

Before serving as a West End community service police 
officer, Rea served in the Northwest District Conditions 
Unit.  This is a proactive unit that addresses quality of life 
concerns, including drug dealing, prostitution panhan-
dling, loitering, street robberies, and burglaries.  

Rea entered the force in April 2007.  His twin brother 
is also a police officer.  Before his law enforcement career 
began, Rea was a corporate financial officer for a nation-

Hartford police officer 
to attend UConn Law 

More on Connecticut’s 
budget crisis
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Childers and Greene will join the class of 2014 this fall.   

See CFO, p. 3
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Dean’s Corner with Dean Jeremy Paul 
By Dean Jeremy Paul

Congratulations on your 
decision to attend law school 
and on having chosen the 
University of Connecti-
cut School of Law as your 
home for the next three or 
four years.   You will find a 
dedicated and talented fac-
ulty and staff eager to help 
you master the tools of your 
chosen profession.  We are 
proud to offer the sort of 
personalized education you 
might expect at a school of 
our size, and I encourage 
you to introduce yourself 
to people and ask questions 
when you have them.  We 
are also proud of our beau-
tiful campus with its mag-
nificent indoor and outdoor 
spaces.  You will have a bet-
ter experience if you spend 
some time now seeking out 
the spots tucked away in dif-
ferent buildings where ser-
vices are available to you.

You have embarked upon 
a timeless path.  Since our 
nation’s early days, learned 
citizens in every genera-
tion have sought to master 
the rules by which we gov-
ern social and political life.  
Those who understand the 
legal world have much to of-
fer those who operate within 
it, and you will be well-posi-
tioned to become leaders in 
building a more just society.   
We know you will take this 
responsibility seriously.

Many welcoming you to 
law school will recall their 
time as students as one of 
hard work and seemingly 
endless study.  Although I 
would never describe law 
school as easy, my guess 
is that you will be struck 
more by the feeling of new 
worlds opening to you.  You 
will never read the news-
paper (or perhaps I should 
say the internet) the same 
way as a result of the new 

lens through which you will 
view current events that 
you will develop during 
your time here.  Daily life 
will seem a bit more com-
plicated, as things you once 
took for granted will become 
sources of new questions.  

Already you may be won-
dering how you will trans-
late the skills and habits of 
mind you acquire in school 
into a meaningful career.  
Don’t rush.  Remember that 
you are learning a new lan-
guage. It takes time to as-
similate the conceptual rigor 
and analytical clarity that 
are the hallmarks of legal 
education.  In later years you 
should have a chance for a 
clinical experience where 
you may prepare, perform 
and reflect upon a profes-
sional experience.  You 
should begin right away, 
however, paying attention 
to the skills you are devel-
oping.   Today’s professional 

world will expect you to 
keep track of what you have 
learned and to be prepared 
to share your experiences.  

In the end, although legal 
study is one of America’s 
grand traditions, nothing 
about becoming a lawyer at 
the start of the 21st century 
should feel old.  You won’t 
be the first generation to 
struggle with the problems 
of crafting legal rules that 
level the economic playing 
field, or with building politi-
cal institutions that respond 
to the needs of people.  But 
you will face new circum-
stances that will call on every 
ounce of creativity you can 
muster.  Of course, invention 
begins with wisdom, and we 
will do all we can to share 
our knowledge and experi-
ence with the goal of making 
you the best lawyers you can 
be. Focus on that for a while, 
and I promise the rest will 
take care of itself.

Letter from the Editor in Chief
As Pro Se embarks on its sixth year as “the Voice of the Student Body at UConn Law,” 

the new editor board and I will endeavor to continue the newspaper’s tradition of pro-
viding interesting, accurate, and quality news to the law school community.  Addition-
ally, we will continue our long standing efforts to expand and improve Pro Se.

Last year we celebrated our fifth anniversary with a return to Pro Se’s original format 
and style.  This year, as part of our innovation efforts, Pro Se will again undertake a 
format and style transformation.  This new look, which will hopefully be featured in 
our September issue, is in large part due to our plans to undertake our first submissions 
to the Law Student Newspaper Competition held by the Law Student Division of the 
American Bar Association, an effort that will require the help and support of all of our 
readers.  

We have some other new and exciting plans for Pro Se this year in our efforts to make 
it an award winning newspaper.  We hope to not only represent the student body’s per-
spective, but also to feature news from the faculty and staff.  We are going to attempt 
to establish more monthly columns and incorporate as many views and positions as 
are represented in our community.  Additionally, in our efforts to expand Pro Se’s reach 
we hope to continue the effort we undertook last semester to bring to the students and 
faculty news from students abroad and those in the D.C. program.  

The most important part of Pro Se’s mission, however, is publishing news that is 
interesting and entertaining to the student body.  As such, we are always looking for in-
put and advice and are always eager to publish what students are interested in writing 
about and reading about, so please contact us if you want your voice heard on campus 
or even if you just have a good story idea.  

This is an exciting year for Pro Se, and I hope that you all join me in undertaking to 
make it as successful as possible.  

Respectfully,

Erica McKenzie
Editor in Chief

Interested in writing for 
Pro Se? Keep a look out for 

our first meeting in early 
September 

or drop us a line at 
prose@students.law.uconn.edu
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Childers and Greene hope law degrees will lead to change
to decades of homopho-
bic repression in my home 
state,” says Greene. 

A CNN interview with 
Greene about whether gay 
educators should come out 
in class was also recently 
highlighted on the UConn 
School of Law website. 
Greene founded the Proud 
Apple Social Club, an orga-
nization for LGBT teachers 
and school staff that works 
to end what Greene refers 
to as the unofficial “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell” policy for 
LGBT educators. In the in-
terview, Greene discusses 
how he felt it was crucial to 
send a message to students 
that honesty is important. 
He also recalls how teachers 
didn’t hesitate to share basic 
information about their fam-
ilies while he was in school 

and stresses that there is no 
difference between that and 
talking about his partner. 

Both Childers and Greene 
turned to law school to ad-
dress inherent inequalities 
in our society. Childers as-
pires to a career in tax and 
labor law; “Tax is represen-
tative of the larger picture in 
our society for me,” he says. 
He hopes that changes in in-
stitutional policies can help 
to alleviate the frustration of 
people lost in the system. 

Greene admits that origi-
nally his interest in law 
stemmed from what he re-
fers to as a “selfish” desire to 
rectify inequalities faced by 
LGBT people, but after expe-
riencing the joys of teaching, 
he acquired new goals for 
his law degree. 

“I began to see how our 

current education system 
fails so many kids after wit-
nessing success with the 
full spectrum of students, 
especially minority chil-
dren,” says Greene. “With-
out a quality education, stu-
dents are typically shackled 
to their environment and 
circumstances, not free to 
shape their own lives.” He 
plans to use his law degree 
to engage in American 
education reform.

Among other 
things, the two chose 
to attend the Univer-
sity of Connecticut 
School of Law for 
Connecticut’s progres-
sive social policies, 
particularly after get-
ting engaged in New 
York City this past 
February. Connecti-

cut’s 2008 legalization of gay 
marriage was a big draw for 
Childers and Greene. While 
at the law school, they hope 
to challenge each other, en-
gage with the community of 
Hartford, form partnerships 
with local schools, create an 
education law group and, 
perhaps most enthusiastical-
ly, support tailgating efforts 
for the UConn football team!  

from ACTIVIST, p. 1

Connecticut budget crisis 101
deal after failure was apparent. 
In the end, eleven out of fifteen 
unions approved the deal and 
57% of state employees overall 
agreed to the concessions.

The resulting collapse left a 
$1.6 billion hole 
in the state’s two-
year budget.  With 
only a few weeks 
on the clock before 
the new fiscal year 
began, Malloy and 
his staff scrambled 
to balance the bud-
get, which had also 
relied on consolidations, tax in-
creases, and program cuts.  Ab-
sent the employee agreement, 
however, layoffs were Malloy’s 
only alternative in addition to fur-
ther cuts.  After raising more than 
$1 billion from new taxes, the gov-
ernor ruled out further increases.

In the aftermath of the rejection, 
SEBAC contemplated changing 
its rules to approve the agreement 
anyway.  Meanwhile, accusations 
began to center on the Yankee 
Institute, a conservative think 
tank based at Trinity Univer-
sity modeled after Washington-
based Heritage Foundation and 
American Enterprise Institute.  
Some proponents of the conces-
sions agreement argued that the 
Yankee Institute was spreading 

rumors among workers that the 
concession would allow Malloy 
to push state workers on Sustinet, 
a proposed public option health 
insurance plan. Others attributed 
the rejection to a failure by unions 
to adequately explain the conces-

sion to members.  
Indeed, many news 
outlets reported 
that the terms of the 
concession agree-
ment were not even 
available online.

With only days 
before the new fis-
cal year began, the 

Connecticut General Assembly 
came into a special session to con-
sider emergency powers for the 
governor to balance the budget.  
Considered, but not passed by the 
legislature was a series of mea-
sures that would limit the future 
contract negotiations with the 
unions.  Although nowhere near 
as devastating as laws passed 
in Wisconsin and Ohio, the law 
would essentially prohibit future 
contracts from containing longev-
ity payments, long seen as expen-
sive and arbitrary boosts in em-
ployee pay.

Those votes were held off pend-
ing a revised agreement and a 
new vote by union members to 
approve the concessions.

from MALLOY, p. 1
wide moving and storage company, where he 
became CFO at the age of 25, and promptly be-
came bored with his job.  Rea states that he al-
ways wanted to go to law school, and now is a 
good time to go.  He will continue working as a 
police officer while attending school, but plans 
on retiring early and then focusing on his legal 
career full-time.

Rea cites many reasons for choosing to go to 
law school, but his career as a police officer is a 
main one.  He said that as a cop one sees many 
things, including domestic violence, elderly 
problems, and immigration from a unique per-
spective.  When Rea was working as a CFO he 
also thought of going to law school, but from a 
business law standpoint.  Attending UConn Law 
was the obvious choice, as Rea lives nearby in 
New Britain, works in Hartford, and UConn is of 
course a well-regarded law school.  

Rea will be part of the evening division, and 
although he is not sure which field of law he 
wishes to enter, he is leaning towards work that 
would help teenagers, namely youths in cities 
who are on the wrong track and who need help 
getting their lives going in the right direction.  

Rea is looking forward to law school and will 
certainly have his hands full working full-time 
and studying at night in addition to being father 
to a six month old daughter and a husband.  Al-
though the excitement level in Rea’s law school 
classes might not match up to that of the shoot-
ings, stabbings, and murders (and everything in 
between) he’s dealt with, Rea’s experiences as a 
cop have no doubt prepared him for the pres-
sures of law school.  Pro Se wishes a warm wel-
come to Billy Rea and the rest of the incoming 
1L class.

from POLICE OFFICER, p. 1

From CFO to attorney

 With only a few 
weeks on the clock be-
fore the new fiscal year 
began, Malloy and his 
staff scrambled to bal-

ance the budget... 
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By Scott Robson

You don’t need a sword or a super-
power or a spandex suit (let’s avoid 
the spandex, actually). While it doesn’t 
hurt for an aspiring hero to have these 
things (spandex being a notable ex-
ception), that’s not the point. A hero 
will be judged by her actions (and by 
her attire, if she should wear a span-
dex suit in public). 

“But wait,” you might be thinking. 
“I’m not here to become a hero! I’m 
here to get a J.D.!” 

While you’re in law school, young 
Grasshopper, you will be asked many 
times to analogize and compare seem-
ingly disparate situations or ideas to 
make a case. Humor me, and consider 
this practice.

UConn Law is uniquely suited as a 
budding school for heroism and do-
gooderism. What better settings for 
hero-forging than in the quasi-castle 

of the library, the labyrinthine dun-
geons of Hosmer Hall, or the ceremo-
nial finery of the Starr Reading Room? 
Are the courtrooms not arenas? Is the 
co-op coffee not a suspicious sort of 
witches’ brew? 

The nearby city of Hartford presents 
aspiring champions with danger and 
adventure aplenty, with the venerable 
Half Door tavern offering grog and 
sustenance after a long day’s heroics. 
Or, you know, cite checking.

Ultimately, a hero is a person who 
is capable of doing things that others 
cannot do. Heroes have special skills, 
insights, intuitions, and knowledge 
that make them distinct. Heroes have 
responsibilities that will burden them 
and force them to make difficult deci-
sions. Heroes will face challenges both 
nightmarish and grotesque. Heroes 
will work harder than many can even 
imagine. Heroes will be admired by 
many, vilified by others. 

The same could be said of any law 
school graduate. Whether you choose 
to call yourself a lawyer or a litigator, 
a legislator or a laborer, your life will 
be forever changed when you leave 
the crucible that is law school. You’ll 
emerge stronger and wiser, with skills 
and experiences to serve you in the 
hardest of times. Think of the gray 
hairs and neuroses as a bonus. 

They give you character.
What quests, what causes will you 

undertake? Will you fight for justice 
and equality? Will you strive to right 
the wrongs in our economy, and bring 
order to the land? Will you be con-
vinced by a bearded stranger to walk 
across the country to throw a piece of 
vintage jewelry into a fiery hellhole?

Whatever your name or quest or 
favorite color, this is your story, hero. 
You should laugh. You may cry. You 
will learn. Make the most of it.

Robson’s Ramblings: So you want to be a hero?

Important dates for the 
upcoming school year

Fall Semester
August 24-26  Orientation
August 29  First Day of Fall Semester
September 5  Labor Day (No School) 
October 11  1L Day Course Selection Advising
October 17-21  Course Selection for Spring
November 14-18  Laptop Exam Sign Up
November 23-25  Thanksgiving Break (No School) 
December 6  Follow a Friday Class Schedule
December 8  Last Day of Classes 
December 9  Reading Period
December 9-22  Take Home Examinations
December 12-22   Proctored Examinations

Winter Semester (Moot Court IL Day - January 3-27)

Spring Semester
January 17  First Day of Semester (2L/3L/1LE)
January 30  First Day of Semester (1LD)
March 5-9  Spring Break (No Classes)
March 19-23  Laptop Exam Sign Up
March 28  Clinic and Open Advising Session
April 9-13  Course Selection for Fall 
April 30   Last Day of Classes (2L/3L/1LE)
May 11, 2012  Last Day of Classes (1LD)

De-stress with Pro Se’s 
monthly sudoku puzzle


