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New Haven/Dawn Inzitari 
Hurricane Irene floods a New Haven Street August 28.

By Joseph Miller

When Hurricane Irene made 
landfall in Connecticut, its arrival 
was timed perfectly to interrupt 
the customary first day of school 
traditions that incoming and re-
turning students engage in at 
UConn Law every fall.

Although the storm had been 
downgraded to tropical storm 
status by the time it reached Con-
necticut, the region was hit hard 
by heavy rain and winds of more 
than 65 miles per hour. A state 
of emergency was declared in 
all the New England states ex-
cept New Hampshire. Roughly 
half Connecticut suffered power 

outages.  The Law School an-
nounced on Friday, August 26th 
that the first day of classes would 
be cancelled.  Many law students 
received word of the cancellation 
while attending orientation on 
campus. 

According to Ann Crawford, 
Assistant Dean for Finance and 
Administration, the decision was 
made after a series of meetings 
earlier in the week organized by 
UConn’s Chief Operating Offi-
cer, Barry M. Feldman. Crawford 
said that it was the first schedule 
change related to tropical weath-
er in at least eight to ten years and 

UConn Law more than prepared 
for impact of Hurricane Irene

President Obama proposes new jobs bill 
to increase GDP and employment in 2012

By Sahar Hafeez

With no jobs created in August, the 
unemployment rate at 9.1%, and the 
real unemployment rate, which in-
cludes the under-employed and the 
discouraged workers, close to 16%, 
it is clearly evident we have a jobs 
crisis.

To that end, President Obama pro-
posed a $447 billion jobs plan on Sep-
tember 8th. The plan allocates $175 
billion toward cutting payroll taxes 
by extending an employee payroll-
tax cut and expanding it to 3.1% of 
wages, with a concurrent cut to the 
employer’s share of the payroll-tax. 
It also offers $70 billion worth of tax 
cuts to small businesses. The plan 
apportions $62 billion for extending 
unemployment benefits to 99 weeks, 
retraining workers, and providing 
subsidies to companies who hire the 
long-term unemployed. The plan 
also allots $140 billion for aid to re-
tain state employees, and to rehabili-
tate schools. 

The President proposes to pay for 
the plan by cutting $248 billion from 
Medicare, by requiring federal work-
ers to contribute more toward retire-
ment, by eliminating tax deductions 
and credits while lowering overall 
tax rates, by implementing the “Buf-
fett Rule” to require millionaires to 
pay a minimum tax rate, and by let-
ting tax cuts expire for the top two 
tax brackets.

According to Macroeconomic Ad-
visors, this plan will increase GDP 
growth by 1.3% by the end of 2012 
and employment by 1.3 million. 
This growth will be helpful in neu-
tralizing the effects of the current 
tight fiscal policy, which, according 

to Moody’s Analytics for 2012, can 
subtract 1.7% of GDP, which could 
increase the likelihood of double-dip 
recession.

However, the fundamental ques-
tion is: Will this plan pass the Re-
publican controlled House? The 
plan offers substantial Republican 
proposals, such as business and pay-
roll tax cuts, and cuts in Medicare. 
Interestingly, Republicans have not 
embraced those aspects of this pro-
posal. 

One contention from Republicans 
is that the President has proposed 
to raise taxes on our top-earners in 
order to help pay for the plan and 
control our deficit. Our tax rates are 
at historic lows while the deficit is 
swelling. Spending cuts, though im-
portant, should not be used alone 
to close the deficit. Spending cuts 
tend to fall disproportionately on the 
middle-class and the lower middle-
class, the segment that has suffered 
the most in this crisis. Median in-
comes have been falling, and bearing 
the brunt of spending cuts will only 
exacerbate the middle class’s plight. 
A vibrant middle class is essential for 
competition.

While the debate about the appro-
priate rate of taxation and spending 
is principally a philosophical one 
with sound arguments on both sides, 
it is important to assess the situation 
objectively instead of through an 
ideological prism.  There is a differ-
ence between spending and invest-
ing. Spending on infrastructure and 
education is investment. Debilitated 
infrastructure and falling SAT scores 
provide evidence of this point.

Many economists agree that pass-
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UConn Law Student Runs for 
Newington Board of Education

By Matthew Szafranski

NEWINGTON--Joshua Shul-
man has been involved in the 
community and the political 
process since before he could 
vote.  The Newington native 
and 2L student at UConn Law 
has worked on political cam-
paigns, taught Hebrew School, 
and interned for politicians.  
Now Shulman, who’s earliest 
political work dates to his pre-
teens, is running a campaign of 
his own for elected office.

Shulman and four other New-
ington Democrats are on a slate 
of candidates for the town’s 
Board of Education.  While 
many if not most of the candi-
dates in the race have children 
in the Newington schools, Shul-
man is only five years removed 
from the very school system he 
now wants to help lead. Shul-
man says, “he wanted to get 
more involved” with the town 
in which he grew up.  He feels 
that he received a great educa-
tion and wants to “give back to 
Newington and make it grow 
stronger.”

Despite his youth, Shulman 

has extensive government ex-
perience. He interned for Con-
gressman John Larson and for-
mer Senator Chris Dodd both as 
a congressional intern and for 
his presidential campaign. Shul-
man’s degree from UConn is in 
political science.  A seat on the 
board of education is a natural 
spot for him, particularly as ed-
ucation law is among his inter-
ests at UConn Law now.

Near Newington’s town center 
is a large, mostly unused shop-
ping plaza once occupied by a 
Food Mart, where the Newing-
ton Democratic Party have set 
up shop for the fall election sea-
son.  Carol-Ann Anest chairs the 
Newington Democratic Town 
Committee.  Anest took over the 
committee in 2007 and this year, 
when two Democrats on the 
Board moved on, she was tasked 
with finding replacements.

In an interview at the Demo-
crats storefront headquarters 
Anest said that Shulman came in 
for an interview after respond-
ing to an email looking for indi-
viduals to serve on boards and 
commissions. “We wanted to 
have some young blood,” An-

est explained in choosing Shul-
man.  The Newington Demo-
cratic Town Committee’s ability 
to finance Shulman’s campaign 
has been limited, and as a result, 
in addition to attending his 2L 
classes, Shulman has been going 
door to door to campaign.  

One of the main issues facing 
Shulman in his campaign is the 
direction he will take in appor-
tioning the education budget. 
While the Newington Town 

UConn/Matthew Szafranski
UConn Law’s Joshua Shulman 

runs for Board of Education.

By Matthew Zagaja

Every semester the Student Bar Associa-
tion is responsible for appropriating money 
for student organizations and events.  Ac-
cording to the SBA website the money is to, 
“fund student groups, subsidize the gradua-
tion party, host campus-wide barbecues, un-
derwrite the Fall Ball and Spring Fling, and 
support other student activities and events.” 
This money comes from the student activity 
fee, an $82 fee on your semester fee bill. The 
SBA budget committee is responsible for 
making recommendations to the body as a 
whole as to the distribution of the funds.  

If you are a student organization leader 
or have been paying attention to SBA over 
the past few years you are no doubt famil-
iar with the budget process: groups submit 
proposals for events, make a 15-minute pre-
sentation to the budget committee, and then 
their events are either approved, denied, or 
modified to work within the SBA budget for 
the semester. Current Chief Financial Of-
ficer Mike Barresse described the thinking 
that goes into the process as follows: “The 
first thing we look for is if anything violates 
the major budget. After that we look for de-
tail in the request. Then we go to is there a 
room reserved, what is the expected atten-
dance, is that number reasonable, was this 
event successful last year, will it be success-
ful this year?”

Unscrambling the SBA 
budget process
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A special thanks to our “columnist in exile” 
Scott Robson for his monthly column, 

Robson’s Ramblings.

Dean’s Corner with Dean Paul 
By Dean Jeremy Paul

The National Jurist’s Septem-
ber 2011 edition ranked The 
University of Connecticut Law 
School 6th in the nation in terms 
of the number of clinical oppor-
tunities available per full time 
student.  This is a considerable 
achievement.  I am proud of our 
superb clinical programs and 
delighted that in recent years we 
have built an intellectual prop-
erty and entrepreneurship law 
clinic; founded a D.C. semester 
offering externships at federal 
agencies; teamed with Con-
necticut legal services provid-
ers to run a poverty law clinic; 
and expanded our partnership 
with the Connecticut Urban 
Legal Initiative by adding an 
on-campus environmental law 
clinic that complements our 
clinic at the Connecticut Fund 
for the Environment.  Adding 
these to our many externship 
clinics, our innovative media-
tion clinic, our stellar criminal 
clinics; our partnership with 
the widely respected Center for 
Children’s Advocacy; our model 
tax clinic, and the unrivaled suc-
cess of our Asylum and Human 
Rights Clinic makes us an un-
questioned leader in experien-
tial learning, now highly prized 
among educational reformers.

I hope every student finds time 
to enroll in some clinical experi-
ence before you graduate.  There 
is no substitute for the sustained 
instruction you will receive in 
preparing to undertake a le-
gal task, performing that task, 
and then reflecting upon your 
performance.  Please, however, 
do not make the mistake of be-
lieving that clinical instruction 
somehow represents an entrée 
into practice, while other sorts 
of courses and seminars leave 

you stuck doing theory.  
The best law school experi-

ences should combine hard-
won conceptual understanding 
with guidance on using such 
understandings to make the 
world a better place. You may 
find in a clinical setting that a 
client talks about her problem 
in roundabout ways.  Your in-
structor may suggest that you 
must listen not just for what the 
client actually says but for what 
she means and what she might 
not be saying.  Is this a practical 
point or a theoretical one?   Your 
mergers and acquisitions pro-
fessor might demonstrate how 
a particular firm benefited from 
having many details specified in 
one contract but that in another 
deal the same client prospered 
by leaving matters vague.  Is 
that a practical point or a theo-
retical one?

Indeed, I am so un-persuaded 
by the theory/practice distinc-
tion that I tell my jurisprudence 
students the course is the most 
practical they will take.  Learn-
ing how judges think may turn 
out to be far more important 
than learning how things are 
done around a particular court-
house.  At the same time, any 
good clinical law course will 
contain significant insights into 
theory that might otherwise 
prove elusive. The clash be-
tween one’s duties as a zealous 
advocate and one’s role as an 
officer of the court is a classic 
theoretical conundrum that can 
come alive in the context of ac-
tual client representation.

So as you plan your schedule 
for next semester, choose cours-
es, seminars and clinics that you 
believe will stretch your mind 
and your soul. Theory and prac-
tice will take care of themselves.

A Note from the Student Bar Association
Welcome back to campus everyone!  To the new 1L, LLM and transfer students, it is 

my sincere pleasure to welcome all of you to the UConn Law community.  Although 
the year is young, I have no doubt that the 2011-2012 academic year will be another 
exciting and successful one for UConn Law.  

I hope that you all have had a chance to attend the numerous events that vari-
ous student groups have already hosted this semester and that you get a chance to 
continue taking advantage of the many opportunities your fellow students bring to 
campus daily.  The SBA plans on continuing its annual events for the fall semester, 
including Fall Ball, the Halloween Party, the Holiday Gathering hosted in conjunction 
with the Dean’s Office, and the not-so-midnight breakfast during finals week.  I know 
that several of you have been working diligently to bring various events to campus 
and I am looking forward to all of them.  

In regards to events planned by student groups, I would be remiss if I did not brief-
ly address budgetary concerns.  Although I encourage all of you to read our Chief 
Financial Officer’s comments within this publication, I would like to summarize the 
SBA’s general sentiment towards budgeting.  

 
The goal of the SBA is to fund and facilitate as many events for the student body as 

possible.  However, the amount of money requested every year inevitably exceeds the 
SBA’s income. Thus, unfortunately cuts must be made.  We understand your frustra-
tion when your event funding is cut, but I can assure you that no cut is made lightly 
nor without great consideration and debate.  One last note as to budgeting; the SBA’s 
treasury is solely funded by your tuition and accordingly we truly want any input 
that you may have as to the most effective, efficient and exciting way to allocate our 
funds.  We after all, are charged with representing and advocating your interests.  

Finally, although many only know of the SBA as a source of funding, it is the goal 
of this year’s Executive Board to broaden and increase the SBA’s representative func-
tion.  SBAs of the past have certainly taken on this role with great success; however 
this year poses unique issues and concerns.  We hope to work with students, faculty, 
and administrators to help resolve the several concerns students have about campus 
safety, library hours and the Law School’s standing in the U.S News and World Re-
ports annual law school rankings.  You can help the SBA continue to improve student 
life by voicing your questions, concerns, or comments to your SBA Representative 
and the SBA Executive Board. 

I wish you all a cheerful, productive and successful semester. 

Respectfully, 

Marco A. Allocca 
President, Student Bar Association 

Interested in writing for 
Pro Se? Keep a look out for 
our second meeting the first 

week in October
or drop us a line at 

prose@students.law.uconn.edu

Stay updated through our 
facebook and twitter pages!

ing something like this plan will help 
the economy.  Whatever sort of bill is 
created needs to consider the benefits 
of a permanent, stable tax structure.  
Additionally, we may want to focus on 
the housing market to make the econ-

omy more demand oriented.  Redefini-
tion of high-income groups may also 
be beneficial.  Furthermore, both fiscal 
discipline and investment are impor-
tant at this time; we can invest now 
and pay back later when the economy 
rebounds.

According to the CFO bud-
get requests usually exceed 
the available funds for the 
semester (this Autumn by 
$10,000). However after the 
budget is approved some 
events are cancelled, run un-
der budget, or groups do not 
use their discretionary fund. 
According to former CFO Da-
vid Shufrin, this surplus goes 
into an account to help SBA 
make timely reimbursements, 
avoid bank fees, pay for cost 
overruns, and take advantage 
of other opportunities that be-
come available to the SBA. For 
example the surplus fund paid 
for the fourth floor lounge 
and student organization of-
fice furniture. A small amount 
of activity fund money is set 
aside to fund office supplies 
for the SBA, student organi-
zation office, and to pay for 
things like satellite television 
in the student lounge. 

The legitimacy of the spend-
ing by the SBA is based upon 
support of the student body. 
That is why every four years 
there is a referendum that asks 
whether SBA should retain 
control of the activity fund or 
if it should revert to the ad-
ministration. According to the 
SBA website the next referen-
dum will be in Spring 2012 
and require at least 40% of the 
student body to approve it for 
SBA to retain control. 

SBA budget 
breakdown

President Obama withdraws EPA regula-
tion proposal in response to pressure 

By Katherine Welsh Laliberte

President Obama has withdrawn a proposed EPA regulation that would low-
er the limit on ozone levels in the United States. The decision came amid GOP 
and energy lobbyist outcries that this new regulation from the “rogue” agency 
would eliminate thousands of jobs and cost billions of dollars in an already frag-
ile economy. To justify the postponement of the regulation, Obama said, “I have 
continued to underscore the importance of reducing regulatory burdens and 
regulatory uncertainty, particularly as our economy continues to recover.” The 
decision was announced the same day new employment figures showed that no 
new jobs had been created in August. 

One of the criticisms of the proposed ozone restrictions, and the reason the 
speculated price tag was put at $90 billion by some estimates, is the contention 
that the technology required to comply with the limits does not yet exist. This ex-
cuse, however, resembles sentiments expressed by a resisting automobile indus-
try in the 1970s when the Clean Air Act was passed. Mark Jacobson, an expert 
on greenhouse gases from Stanford University, notes that despite the outcry that 
it would harm the industry, the Clean Air Amendments had the opposite effect. 
“The auto industry complained that [the amendments] would cost them money, 
but in fact they just invented the catalytic converter,” he said. “And, as a result 
of that, not only did the air become cleaner, but sales never went down and the 
gross national product of the U.S. went up.”

Despite the controversy over the actual impact of this regulation, the with-
drawal of this regulation may give the Obama administration a leg to stand on as 
it battles further Republican assault on the EPA. The President has promised to 
veto the Transparency in Regulatory Analysis of Impacts on the Nation (TRAIN) 
Act, which proposes, among other things, a committee to monitor the economic 
effects of EPA regulations and imposes a delay of 15 to 19 months on any EPA 
regulation. Critics have been quick to point out that the Act, which was passed 
in the House on Friday, September 23, would essentially bulldoze the Clean Air 
Act—the statute that vests the EPA with the ability to pass regulations on green 
house gases and carbon dioxide levels when they pose a risk to public health and 
also prohibits economic review when public health is at issue.

The “train wreck,” as environmentalist opponents have dubbed it, proposes 
costly bureaucratic mechanisms to examine the immediate economic burden 
on businesses, without apparently providing a way to examine the long-term 
healthcare benefits or to measure the effect of studies that suggest the Clean 
Air Act regulations have prevented 160,000 premature deaths. Elizabeth Martin 
Perera, a public health expert with the nonprofit Union of Concerned Scientists 
Climate and Energy Program, continues to urge lawmakers to return to the un-
derlying principle of all EPA regulation: “For a healthy economy, you have to 
have healthy people.”

from BUDGET, p. 1
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likely was the first change in a lot longer.
Prior to the storm’s arrival, the admin-

istration and staff of the law school took 
a number of steps to ensure that both the 
campus and the student population were 
prepared.  All the windows on campus 
were closed and secured and all loose items 
such as trash receptacles were moved in-
doors. Window wells and roof drains were 
checked and cleared, and weak branches 
were removed from trees that were deter-
mined to be vulnerable. The scaffolding 
near the Starr Hall tower was inspected, 
and all plywood and building materials 
were secured.  The school also purchased 
additional sump pumps in case of building 
flooding, and confirmed that both genera-
tors were functional and ready for use. 

Facilities staff and police officers were 
present on-campus during the storm to 
monitor the situation and provide cover-
age. In addition, international students 
were given information on how to handle 
loss of electricity and other difficulties.

According to Jocelyn Kennedy, director 
for library services, the Library Manage-
ment Team took special precautions to en-

sure that the building’s contents remained 
safe. More than 1,000 books were removed 
from the bottom shelves of the first floor of 
the library by a team of staff members and 
community volunteers. “The library placed 
signs throughout the building informing 
patrons that the books were shifted and, 
in some cases, relocated to other shelving 
units on the first floor,” Kennedy said. “We 
advised patrons to ask for assistance at the 
circulation desk for locating materials.”

Overall, the assorted efforts to prepare 
the campus were successful, as no serious 
damage has been reported. The library re-
opened Monday after being closed the day 
the storm arrived, and classes began as 
planned on Tuesday, August 30th. While 
some students living in surrounding towns 
spent several days without electricity or 
cable, the disruption to everyday life was 
relatively slight.

“There was minor damage, along the 
lines of what would happen in any heavy 
rain situation,” said Crawford. “We were 
prepared to handle much worse and in fact, 
we were lucky to be spared compared to 
some other areas in the state.”

Shulman seeks education 
post in hometown

School suffered only minor damage from Irene

Council sets the overall size of the education budget, it is 
the board that actually decides how that money is spent.  
Needless to say, the last few years have been tough as the 
education system faced cutbacks while under pressure 
by some residents to reduce property taxes.

Shulman advocates taking a creative approach to the 
budget to mitigate cuts due to the bad economy and 
strengthen the schools in the future.  He cites a creative 
budgeting process that saved $500,000 in health benefits 
and saved a dozen teaching positions as an example of 
the sort of plan he wants to implement.  Shulman also 
wants to make sure teachers receive training to use all 
the new education technology available. “Without the 
proper development, it is not possible,” he said referring 
to training teachers to use modern classroom technology.

If elected Shulman will be twenty-three when he takes 
office, quite young to start off a political career.  It begs 
the question about ambition to which Shulman laughs, 
“Ambitions are a funny thing.”  However, he says there 
are certain things he wants to accomplish at the Board of 
Education first.

By Alex Anastasio

Regulators from the Federal Housing Finance 
Agency (FHFA) filed suits against 17 banking 
institutions, including some of the largest U.S. 
banks. The suits seek recovery for damages suf-
fered by U.S. mortgage companies Fannie Mae 
(FNMA) and Freddie Mac (FMCC), specifically 
targeting the 17 banks for selling almost $200 
billion worth mortgage-backed securities that 
later soured. U.S. banking giants JP Morgan 
Chase, Goldman Sachs, Citigroup, and Bank 
of America were among the defendants, along 
with several foreign banks. 

The filings did not specify damages, but in a 
similar case by the FHFA against Swiss bank-
ing giant UBS, FHFA is seeking recovery of 
20% from total losses on UBS’s securities. FHFA 
is also seeking to rescind many of the banks’ 
sales to Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, which, 

if successful, would render the initial security 
sales void. Effectively, this result would force 
the banks to take back many of the securities, 
which have lost much of their value due to the 
subprime mortgage crisis. FHFA is also seeking 
civil penalties and punitive damages in some 
of its claims. While a legal victory for FHFA is 
by no means assured, the potential losses to the 
banks could be tremendous.

Representatives of several of the banks tar-
geted by the suit responded by arguing that 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac were “sophisti-
cated investors” that cannot claim to have been 
deceived. Additionally, five of the banks pulled 
out of a planned negotiation with the 50 State 
Attorneys General, apparently as a form of pro-
test. The negotiation was aimed at settling other 
claims, discussing future mortgage-handling 
standards, and negotiating a potential release of 
liability for other claims resulting from the 2008 

crisis.
Mortgage-backed securities are claims on the 

cash, which is collected from mortgage loans. 
Securities composed largely of subprime mort-
gages collapsed during the 2008 banking crisis, 
causing the worth of the securities to drop pre-
cipitously. It is alleged by FHFA that the banks 
sold many of these securities to Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac with the knowledge that these se-
curities were far more unstable than the banks 
admitted. The suits also targeted individuals 
within the companies, alleging that these per-
sons were involved in the process of converting 
subprime mortgages into AAA-rated securities.

The complaints were filed on September 16, 
but rumors of the impending lawsuit caused 
many of the banks’ shares to drop. JP Morgan 
Chase and Bank of America shares dropped sev-
eral percentage points after the news broke.

FHFA sues banking institutions to recover for soured mortgage-backed securities

UConn Law in the Capital, Part I
Students work hard and play hard in D.C.

By Keegan Drenosky

WASHINGTON -- As the lectures and clinic work get under-
way in Hartford, sixteen of your UConn classmates are having 
a very different experience this semester.  We are spending our 
days working in various government agencies and our nights 
getting to know our nation’s capital at work functions, happy 
hours, and baseball games.  UConn Law’s semester in Wash-
ington, D.C. program is off to a great start, with more than 
twice as many students participating in the program than last 
year.  

Each student has an externship at a different agency, where 
we complete tasks such as assisting in notice and comment 
rulemaking, writing legal briefs, and researching administra-
tive law issues.  Some of the agencies, to name a few, include 
the Department of Energy, the SEC, and the Department of 
Justice.  I have spent the past few weeks at the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission, where I’ve already had the 
chance to interview clients, help prepare a case for litigation, 
and even participate in mediation in district court.  But the 
best part of the program so far has been living in D.C. and ex-
periencing all the city has to offer, from brunch at the Eastern 
Market and street fairs in the middle of a Sunday afternoon, to 
nighttime visits to the monuments.  There are many young at-
torneys living in the district, and their excitement about work-
ing for the government adds to the city’s vibrant culture.

As all of the students participating in the program are in our 
last year of law school, we doubtless thought that we would 
have an ample amount of free time to explore.  But the old 
adage “the third year they bore you to death” definitely isn’t 
proving to be true here! We attend a seminar Monday nights, 
run by Professors Parker and Bronin, which includes a sub-
stantive paper requirement on an issue we find interesting re-
lated to our agencies, as well as a seminar on Tuesday nights 
that meets at a different agency every week, where we have an 
opportunity to ask how the presenters managed to get their 
coveted jobs.  Hopefully we will be able to put some of this 
knowledge to good use in our own hunts for employment in 
the district!  I’ve been lucky enough to already host some visi-
tors from Hartford, and we hope to see more of you down here 
this semester - did I mention it’s seventy degrees and sunny 
today?

3Pro Se - September 30, 2011

from HURRICANE, p. 1

from STUDENT RUNS, p. 1

CFO and Provost hold town hall meeting to discuss the 
impact State budget cuts have on University

By Erica McKenzie

September 8th marked the first of a se-
ries of Town Hall Meetings presented by 
Chief Financial Officer Richard Gray and 
Provost Peter Nicholls designed to pro-
vide the Storrs, Avery Point, Stamford, 
and Law School campuses with infor-
mation about how the State budget cuts 
would affect the University. 

Gray began his presentation with an 
overview of the 2011 Fiscal Year (FY 
2011) in order to provide both a break-
down of current expenses and revenue, 
as well as a comparison for reductions 
that have to be made in the 2012 Fiscal 
Year (FY 2012).  The two largest revenue 
streams of the University’s budget come 
from a block grant of support provided 
by the State and tuition and fees.  Addi-
tionally, support comes from grants and 
auxiliaries (dining services, resident life, 
etc.).  

Traditionally, the block grant provides 
the highest percentage of revenue, and 
for each dollar funded by the State in 
the block grant, the University receives 
an additional forty-two cents in benefit 
support for the state for fringe benefits.  
So when the block grant is reduced, it is 
more than a dollar for dollar reduction.  

In FY 2011, the State reduced the block 
grant to the point that for the first time 
tuition and fees made up the largest per-
centage of revenue at 32% with the block 
grant following at 31.1%.  The State has 
reduced the block grant even further in 
FY 2012 from the $233 million it provided 
in FY 2011 to $225.4 million in FY2012.  
The University requested $254 million 
from the State.  These figures represent a 

continuing trend where the gap between 
what the University requests from the 
State and what the State provides has in-
creased.  

This reduction in the block grant left 
the University with a $49.5 million deficit 
at the beginning of September, which the 
administration reduced in part through 
increased revenue from tuition and aux-
iliaries, as well as through cuts to other 
areas including technology funding, 
student services, and plant and facilities 
funding.  

Additionally, the administration  now 
faces a $20 million deficit arising from 
the passage of the new State Employees 
Bargaining Agent Coalition agreement.

While Gray made clear that the pur-
pose of this town hall meeting was not 
to discuss tuition, he did present a 2.4% 
increase in tuition for FY 2012, which is a 
reduction from FY 2011’s 5.96% increase 
and FY 2010’s 6.18% increase.  Gray also 
emphasized that UConn continues to 
be a bargain when compared with simi-
larly situated public and private univer-
sities.  He did raise concerns about how 
the “continued erosion” of state support 
would impact tuition and fees.  Future 
town hall meetings may provide more 
insight into the impact State budget cuts 
will have on tuition and fees.  

The next town hall meetings on fiscal 
issues are scheduled for Monday, Octo-
ber 3rd at 1:30 and Monday, October 24th 
at 3:30.  They will be streamed live to the 
UConn Law Campus and are available 
online at http://provost.uconn.edu/meet-
ings/.
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By Patricia Martins

This month’s question:
What’s your favorite Halloween Movie?

It’s the Great Pump-
kin, 
Charlie Brown.
-Tim Cieslak, 3L

  
Gremlins  

 -Connor McNamara, 2L

Scooby-Doo on 
Zombie Island
-Lexy Shevchenko, 2L

Honorable Mention: Hocus Pocus

By Scott Robson

Centuries ago, the soil on which our school rests did not belong to those 
who tilled it. The lush lands of Hartford and beyond did not belong to 
the thousands of men, women, and children who lived there. This land, 
like many others across the continent and across the world, was a colony 
belonging to an empire across the Atlantic Ocean. 

The inhabitants, in many ways our own spiritual ancestors (at least our 
ancestors through adversity – we both have to put up with the miserable 
Hartford winters), were not citizens. They were subjects, tools of a remote 
and uncaring monarch. 

But now, deep within the fortress of Hosmer Hall, a group of our brav-
est and boldest law students are planning to reverse that ignominious 
legacy. They plan to return at long last to British soil and plant the flag of 
UCONN Law. They plan to colonize Great Britain herself.

The International Law Journal, led by its newly-appointed Command-
er-in-Chief, General Chris Potts, will send forces to occupy London in late 
October. The Journal’s meticulously planned campaign is expected to last 
at least a few days, weather and jetlag permitting. 

The General and his officers have been hard at work strategizing for the 

past several months. Dozens if not 
scores of man-hours have gone 
into meticulous planning, using 
the Parker Brothers’ RISK simu-
lator and strategic framework. In 
every simulation, General Potts 
has successfully taken and held 
Great Britain, sometimes at great 
cost.

Despite concerns that occupy-
ing a foreign country in reality may bear little resemblance to a 54-year 
old French board game whose outcome is largely dependent on chance, 
the General remains confident that his mission will be an historic success 
for the International Law Journal, and for the University of Connecticut 
School of Law.

For the past several years, UCONN Law has maintained a small pres-
ence within the United Kingdom and other European nations through 
exchange programs. This bold move will represent the largest geographic 
annexation yet on the part of UCONN Law.  

No RISK pieces were available for comment. 

Robson’s Ramblings: Connecticut Journal of 
International Law to Annex United Kingdom

Relax with Pro Se’s
monthly sudoku puzzle

Dear Brendan and Patty,

How can I best balance my  
school work and my non-law-
student significant other?

-Very Stressed

Well Very Stressed, the key is being 
organized.  You need to look at your 
schedule each week, and schedule a 
romantic event in advance.  Knowing 
when your personal events will occur 
will ease your stress, and hopefully 
improve your relationship.  Also, 
your boyfriend or girlfriend will feel 
appreciated all week while they an-
ticipate your special date. 
   
   Yours,
   Patty

The key is lying.  You need to seem 
even busier than you really are.  This 
way, your boyfriend or girlfriend will 
not realize how often you are vol-
untarily ditching them.  Remember, 
we all went to law school to become 
rich and eventually upgrade our girl-
friends and boyfriends.  You only 
need to tough it out for a few years, 
try not to rock the boat.
   
   Yours,
   Brendan

By Karen Rabinovici

Some UConn Law community members watched the unraveling of 
Hurricane Irene safely from other parts of the country, while others who 
were right in the line of fire joined the en masse efforts to stock up and 
prepare for the storm.  Flashlights and bottled water sold out quickly, 
contributing to the sense of panic that preceded the storm.  However, 
some of those who prepared for the storm (yours truly, in Boston, MA) 
were passed right by and simply left with an overabundance of canned 
food and batteries.  Other members of the UConn Law community were 
not so lucky, however.  

Jennifer Brooks, a 3L, had the unfortunate experience of a tree falling on 
her house.  She was in her house when she and her family actually heard 
the tree fall, which, according to Brooks, “…sounded exactly as you’d 
think it would – a huge tree trunk creaking and snapping under the force 
of the wind.”  Brooks and her family were lucky in that not much damage 
was done and the tree did not impact the house or break any windows.  
Rather, the tree fell onto the power lines that connect Brooks’ house to 
the main power lines, resulting in a loss of power for ten full days.  This 
made source recovery for Brooks’ Note and preparing for the beginning 
of the semester nearly impossible.

Phillip Liu, a 1L, had just moved to Hartford from D.C. and thought 
he was lucky for having avoided the earthquake that took place in that 
area only a week before.  Instead Liu was welcomed to law school by 
Irene.  Liu was most concerned about losing Internet with the first week 
of school starting, and while he lucked out and did not lose electricity, his 
Internet connection did indeed cut out.  After waiting for a few hours to 
no avail, Liu braved the bedraggled streets of Hartford and walked to the 
school to use the Internet.  Campus was closed, so Liu walked through 
the rain and stood outside the library cradling his laptop from 11am to 
3pm.  When the rain became so strong it falling almost horizontally in-
stead of vertically,  Liu trekked home.  A few hours later he braved the 
trip again and managed to accomplish everything he needed to do to pre-

pare for his first week of law school.
Irene didn’t spare professors either.  Professor Barnes, who was in 

Western New York at the time that the storm hit, was forced to remain 
there until Friday, September 2 due to the closure of Interstate 90 by state 
officials.  Professor Michael Fischl was without power and prepared for 
his first class by candlelight. 

Regardless of where UConn Law community members were during 
the storm, the email notifying everyone about the cancellation of the first 
day of classes was welcome – the silver lining of the storm.

Students and faculty deal with impact of Irene while preparing for start of school

UConn/Jennifer Brooks
Irene left destruction in its wake on 

Jennifer Brooks’s property. 
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