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By Thomas Dargon Jr. 

Bob Whitman is UConn Law’s longest-serving professor. 
In grammar school, he dreamed of being a history teacher, 
and in his 2L year, he knew he’d become a law professor. 
With some inspiration and encouragement from Walter 
Gellhorn (of Gellhorn & Byse), Bob has dedicated his life to 
teaching and mentoring students.  

After graduating from Columbia Law, he accepted a pro-
fessorship at Maryland Law in 1960.  Whitman’s wife didn’t 
care for Baltimore, and after two years, the couple moved 
to New York.  Knowing that he’d become a better profes-
sor if he practiced law, Whitman interviewed at a dozen 
Manhattan firms and received an offer from every single 
one.  Ultimately, he accepted at Cravath, Swaine & Moore 
and stayed there for more than two years before moving to 
a mid-sized firm, where he specialized in trusts and estates.  

When Whitman came to UConn in 1966, the law school 
was located at 1800 Asylum Avenue, and there were 

 Half a century at UConn 
Law: Bob Whitman 

By Sarah Ricciardi After a yearlong national search, the 
University of Connecticut School of 
Law has selected Timothy S. Fisher as 
its new dean.  Dean Fisher received his 
BA from Yale and his JD at Columbia 
Law School.  He has been in private 
practice for over thirty-five years.  Most 
recently, he was a partner in the Hart-
ford office of McCarter & English.  His 
areas of expertise include ethics, com-
mercial transactions, and construction 
law, among others.  Dean Fisher has 
taught at several institutions state-
wide, including our own University 
of Connecticut as an adjunct instruc-
tor.  He was previously the President 
of the Connecticut Bar Foundation and 
served on the Governor’s Commis-
sion on Judicial Reform.  Dean Fisher 
also created the Connecticut Innocence 
Fund, a unique program that aids ex-
onerees in re-entering society after be-

ing released from prison.  Currently, 
he chairs the State’s Commission on 
Judicial Compensation.  He is a valu-
able member of the Connecticut legal 
community, and the student body is 
thrilled to welcome him.  

 What attracted you to the Univer-
sity of Connecticut School of Law?

This Law School has a great reputa-
tion as well as incredible potential to 
train the best lawyers of the next gen-
eration, develop cutting-edge scholar-
ship, and engage in society in ways 
that improve our institutions of law 
and government. I am so fortunate to 
have this opportunity, and hope that 
the skills and relationships I bring to 
the job can help move us to the next 
level in the quality of our programs 
and in our national and international 
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By Ivan Tereschenko

On behalf of our law school community, I would like to 
welcome the Class of 2016! Law school is unlike anything 
you have ever done before in your life.

On the road ahead, you should take advantage of every 
opportunity at the law school to gain legal knowledge and 
experience. While you will certainly be very busy with your 
studies, you should make the time to socialize and network. 
Networking will be very useful to you as you look for an 
internship placement next summer and later on, when you 
will be looking for a permanent job. Looking back, I wish I 
spent a little bit more time socializing and getting to know 
my classmates outside of class. It is an empty feeling when 
you have no one to ask for help or assist you in finding a 
job, even when you have excellent grades.

Perhaps the single most important piece of advice I can 
give you is that you must exercise effective time manage-
ment early on in your law school career. Your time is the 
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Dean Fisher was kind enough 
to take the time to answer a few 
questions for Pro Se’s first issue 
of the 2013-2014 school year.
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Take a break from studying, join a student organization
By Liz O’Donnell

By now many 1Ls have 
probably heard horror sto-
ries about countless hours in 
the library, nights without 
sleep, and insatiable coffee 
addictions. While claiming 
to have lived in the library 
may be an exaggeration, it 
is true that the first year of 
law school will be one of 
the most demanding years 
of one’s life. However, to 
break up the hours of read-
ing and case briefing, many 
students choose to become 
involved with one of UConn 
law’s student organizations. 
Here’s a snapshot of some 
of the different clubs and 
ways in which 1Ls can get 
involved.

Student Bar Association
SBA is the student govern-

ment body of UConn Law. 
Each class year elects repre-
sentatives to be members of 
the association. According 

to SBA President Jess Signor, 
the Student Bar Association 
is responsible for the man-
agement of a budget created 
from student activity fees, 
which is used to fund other 
student organizations, com-
munity activities, and pro-
mote the quality of student 
life on campus. SBA meet-
ings are held every other 
Tuesday evening at 9:30. In 
addition to running for 1L 
representative when elec-
tions are held in the fall, 1Ls 
can also become involved 
with SBA by joining the So-
cial Committee. The Social 
Committee helps plan social 
events for the entire school 
community, including the 
Fall Ball and Spring Fling. 

Phi Alpha Delta
PAD is a professional law 

fraternity advancing integ-
rity, compassion and cour-
age through service to the 
student, the school, the pro-
fession and the community. 

According to Nicole Gehen, 
Justice of UConn Law’s Starr 
Chapter, one aspect of the 
Starr Chapter that demon-
strates the sense of commu-
nity and support between 
our members is the com-
prehensive outline bank. 
“Members are encouraged 
to donate their outlines they 
have created for any and all 
classes at UConn Law,” she 
said. 1Ls are encouraged to 
join PAD by participating 
in either its Fall or Spring 
initiation. Once a member, 
1Ls can then join committees 
that help plan PAD’s events, 
such as St. PADdy’s Day, 
which is their annual Saint 
Patrick’s Day party. 

Public Interest Law 
Group 

PILG provides students 
with Pro Bono opportu-
nities to get involved off-
campus, such as Homeless 
Experience Legal Protec-
tion (HELP), Domestic As-

sistance Clinic, and Volun-
teer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA). In addition, PILG 
also hosts the annual PILG 
Auction l, which will be held 
this year on November 8th. 
President Allie Roisman 
said the auction raises grant 
funds that are distributed as 
fellowships among selected 
students who are employed 
in public interest positions 
over the summer. In addi-
tion to participating in some 
of the pro bono opportuni-
ties offered by the group, 
1Ls can also help raise prizes 
and funds for the auction. 

These three clubs pro-
vide a small glimpse into 
the many student organi-
zations UConn Law has to 
offer.  To learn more about 
these clubs and others, 1Ls 
should attend the campus 
activities fair, which will be 
held Thursday, August 29 at 
12:30. 

Welcome from the Student Bar Association
Welcome!
On behalf of the Student Bar Association, and as a representative of the student body, 

I would like to welcome you to UConn Law!  We are excited that you are joining us 
here in Hartford and are looking forward to meeting all of you over the coming weeks!

Over your next three (or four) years here in the West End, much will be asked of 
you academically, personally, and professionally.  Despite the busy adventure you are 
about to begin, there is so much you will gain from your experience here at UConn 
Law.  I encourage you to engage in the many academic and professional opportunities 
the Law School offers. In particular the Pro Bono Pledge Program designed to aid stu-
dents in providing legal aid to those members of our community most in need.  

The Student Bar Association is here to represent your interests to the law school ad-
ministration, to foster a professional community, and to give you the opportunity to 
develop a network within the student community and Connecticut community.  As 
you arrive for Orientation, members of the UConn Law student community will greet 
you, including members of the Student Bar Association.  Please feel free to come to any 
of us with questions, concerns or thoughts as you move through the orientation process 
and begin to embark on this exciting time in your academic and professional career.

Until you get settled in, there are current students who will act as your representa-
tives in the SBA.  This fall after classes are underway and you have had a chance to 
digest everything you’ve learned at Orientation, the SBA will run elections for Student 
Representatives for the SBA.  This election will give you one of the first opportunities to 
get involved in the law school and to help represent your fellow class members through 
the 2013-2014 school year.  If you decide not to run for an elected position on the SBA 
Board, we hope that you will still attend and participate in many of the SBA events or 
join us at one of our bi-weekly meetings to share your ideas!   

During your first week of classes, you will be invited to attend a student organization 
fair, where representatives from all of our different student organizations will meet and 
speak with you.  These student representatives are there to recruit new members and 
to answer any questions you have.  I invite you to get involved in the groups in which 
you are most interested. 

I look forward to meeting you at Orientation, and please let me know if you have any 
questions or if the SBA can be of service to you.  Again, welcome to UConn Law!

Sincerely,
Jessica M. Signor, ‘14 
President, Student Bar Association

Interested in writing for 
Pro Se? Keep a look out for 

our first meeting in early 
September 

or drop us a line at 
prose@students.law.uconn.edu
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New dean hopes to accomplish plenty in first year
reputation.

 
How would you like to 

improve the relationship 
between faculty and stu-
dents?

We need to create spaces 
and occasions that bring us 
together as a community 
engaged in intellectual ex-
ploration and service. That 
cannot be done in class-
rooms alone, since we learn 
from each other through in-
formal dialog as much as in 
classes. I will be searching 
for ways to use the spaces 
on our campus, which is 
probably the most beautiful 
law school in the world, and 
identify opportunities that 
will encourage gatherings 
among students and faculty 
where we will get to know 
each other better.

UConn is known for its 
extensive clinical programs. 
In what ways would you 
like to expand and improve 
those programs?

UConn is justly proud of 
its intensive program of clin-
ical education. Many gradu-
ates have told me that the 

most important lessons they 
learned at our law school 
came though clinics. We will 
be looking at how we can ex-
pand our programs within 
the constraints of their rela-
tively high cost, reflecting 
the intense faculty time they 
require. I am also very inter-
ested in reviewing our ex-
ternship programs. I will be 
working with our faculty on 
ensuring that these are con-
sistently good experiences, 
with meaningful connection 
to each student’s personal 
curriculum plan.

One of the main concerns 
for law students today is 
landing a job upon gradua-
tion.  How do you plan on 
working with Career Ser-
vices to improve our em-
ployment statistics?

Some of our recent gradu-
ates have been disadvan-
taged by geography, since 
Connecticut has emerged 
from the recession more 
slowly than other parts of 
the country. But there is 
much we can do to prepare 
and steer our students to-
ward the areas where jobs 
are available. We will do 

that in several dimensions. 
First, we will put more focus 
on opportunities nationally 
and globally. Second, we 
will urge students to acquire 
the vocabulary, knowledge 
and personal networks of 
client industries so that they 
are more employable upon 
graduation than were past 
generations of law students. 
Third, for those who plan a 
local practice we will devel-
op mentoring programs and 
networking opportunities to 
help launch their careers.

Scholarships for second 
and third year students are 
limited.  With the rising 
cost of a legal education, 
how do you plan to keep 
students matriculating at 
UConn?

Cost is always a concern, 
but it is an area of relative 
advantage for UConn law 
students. We have one of 
the lowest in-state tuitions 
of any law school in New 
England, and our gradu-
ates have one of the lowest 
levels of law school debt in 
the country. Merit scholar-
ships are important, but we 
also need stay focused on af-

fordability of law school for 
those with limited means. I 
am also interested in seeking 
donor support for a loan for-
giveness program for those 
entering public service ca-
reers. 

What is the one goal you 
would like to have accom-
plished by the end of this 
academic year?

I have a list of about fifty 
goals. But if you’ll forgive 
a compound goal, it would 
be this: to enhance the rela-
tionships between the Law 
School and its stakeholders, 
including not just students 
and faculty, but also alumni 
and donors, other schools of 
the University, the institu-
tions of government in Con-
necticut and beyond, and 
the employer community. 
This, I believe, will expand 
our graduates’ job pros-
pects while bringing new 
opportunities and resources 
into the school. We are well 
poised to move this Law 
School to a new level, and I 
welcome the opportunity to 
be part of that challenge.

from DEAN, p. 1

Professor celebrates 50 years at UConn Law

only 16 faculty members. Unsur-
prisingly, he would be the heavy 
favorite to win a Jeopardy cat-
egory called “History of UConn 
Law.”  He recalls every detail of 
the move to Elizabeth Street and 
the purchase of land from the 
Hartford Seminary.  Apparently, 
the property was appraised at $6 
million, but UConn acquired it in 
a bargain sale for $2 million be-
cause the Seminary was pleased 
that the new residents would 
be involved in the pursuit of re-
search and writing. 

Whitman admits that law school has changed immensely 
since his days at Columbia.  For one, grade inflation is ram-
pant.  At Columbia, one-third of his 1L class flunked out of 
school, but at UConn, 75% of our 1L class has a 3.0 GPA or 
better.  Further, “it used to be law review or nothing,” but 
UConn has three specialty journals and our law review ac-
cepts nearly seventy members.  At Columbia, he attended 
classes six days per week and studied “all of the time.”  
Now, Bob sees big changes in the student body: more stu-
dents are married, have children, work through school (un-

heard of in the 1950’s), and are only on campus a few days 
per week.  Good news: at least one thing has not changed.  
Whitman fully supports the argument that LSAT scores do 
not accurately predict law school success.   

 Whitman has no plans of retiring.  He is a frequent speak-
er at conferences, remains active with his publications, and 
hasn’t taken a sabbatical in three decades.  He encourages 
students interested in trusts and estates to reach out to him 
to discuss job placement opportunities, and as Faculty Ad-
visor to the Academic Career Society, he’d be delighted to 
meet with anyone who thinks they may want to become a 
law professor.  

As we begin a new chapter, Whitman is hopeful that Dean 
Fisher will be able to get us back into USNWR’s top 50 be-
cause, as he points out, “that’s important to people.”  Forty-
seven years later, Whitman wants to be remembered for his 
kindness and his pledge to “give back.”  He encourages pro-
fessors to form bonds with students and not let the pressure 
of academic scholarship overwhelm their ability to provide 
guidance and support.  

 Whitman and his wife have been married for fifty-
two years, have lived in West Hartford for forty-seven years, 
and have two children and four grandchildren.  Their oldest 
grandchild will be heading to Storrs this fall, which was his 
first choice. 

from WHITMAN, p. 1



The Back Page
4 Pro Se - August 22, 2013

By Jason Paul
  
 This law school’s many accomplished 

graduates often grace the pages of our 
magazine and the pixels of our website: a 
Senator; a Congressman; judges; general 
counsels; managing partners; prosecu-
tors; public defenders; and leaders offer-
ing free legal services to those in need.  
Such graduates prove that you can do 
almost anything coming out of UConn 
Law School.  Today’s students should 
know that the beat goes on.  We can’t sur-
vey the entire next generation of UConn 
leaders.  But here are three impressive 
graduates who deserve notice as rising 
stars, doing good things for people.

Fallon DePina Banks          
 Ms. DePina Banks ‘08 is off to an excit-

ing start as an associate at the New Ha-
ven law firm, Wiggin and Dana.  Her so-
phisticated work involves international 
trade regulations, export controls, and 
national security issues. She has already 
been chosen to serve on her firm’s ex-
ecutive liaison committee and its hiring 
committee. 

  What gets our attention is her willing-
ness to go above and beyond to serve her 
community, a pattern she began when 
serving as President of the SBA and Ad-
ministrative Editor of the Connecticut In-
surance Law Journal during her student 

days.  Now, Ms. DePina is President of 
the George W. Crawford Black Bar Asso-
ciation, a powerful Connecticut voice for 
African American attorneys.   At Craw-
ford, she has played a lead role in rais-
ing funds for a scholarship here at the 
law school. She also serves on the New 
Haven Free Public Library Board of Di-
rectors.   Given her demonstrated leader-
ship, Ms. DePina’s best days clearly lie 
ahead.

David Alexander
Representative Alexander ‘06 chose to 

follow a family tradition by joining the 
United States Marines right after law 
school.  Upon completing military ser-
vice, David returned to his hometown of 
Enfield, where in 2011 he began work-
ing on behalf of candidates for the lo-
cal board of education. This campaign 
taught him that his incumbent state rep-
resentative was, in many ways, part of 
Enfield’s problem. He took the bold step 
of challenging her in a primary in 2012. 
Due to his hard work and his focus on 
what matters to the town, he ended up 
winning both the primary and the gener-
al election by healthy margins. Since get-
ting to the legislature, David has been a 
tireless voice for young veterans and an 
advocate for expanding rail service with 
a stop in Enfield.  He also guided an idea 
from the Marine Corps about proper gun 

storage into legislation as part of Con-
necticut’s recently passed gun control 
law.   Expect David to be a rising legisla-
tive star.

Christine Cimini
   Professor Cimini ’92 is a leading light 

in the world of clinical legal education.   
Recruited from the University of Den-
ver to Vermont Law School in 2011, she 
now directs Vermont’s Semester in Prac-
tice and Externship Programs.  Profes-
sor Cimini has excelled in all aspects of 
academic and professional service.  Her 
scholarship includes articles, in both the 
Stanford and Vanderbilt Law Reviews, 
discussing the legal struggles of undocu-
mented workers and a penetrating three-
part series in important scholarly venues 
on welfare reform and due process.  In 
2002, she and her Denver students were 
awarded the Clinical Legal Education 
Association (CLEA) award for Excel-
lence in a Public Service Project for their 
work on predatory lending.   She is also 
nationally active, having served in key 
positions in leading clinical legal educa-
tion organizations. Her work is focused 
on helping people who most need it.   It 
is great to have her back in New Eng-
land, where we hope our law school can 
learn from her terrific example.

UConn Law Alums making a difference

Tips for a successful first year of law school

m o s t 
precious commodity in law school, 
and you must use it productively to 
succeed. For example, between doing 
the reading, going to class, and work-
ing on my outlines, I found that I had 
very limited time to relax or even have 
time to grab something to eat! This is 
why it is a good idea to make a sched-
ule of everything you will do during a 
day, and yes, this includes even sched-
uling a little time to relax and when 
you will eat. 

 Do not hesitate to ask the pro-
fessors questions in class because it is 
very likely that other students have a 
similar question. If you find yourself 
confused about something discussed 

in class, you can always go to the pro-
fessor’s office hours. The professors 
are usually available by appointment 
or during their office hours and will 
be glad to answer your questions. Way 
too many students shy away from go-
ing to office hours - only to their own 
detriment. I made important connec-
tions between cases and learned more 
about the law by going to my profes-
sors’ office hours than I would have 
mulling over the material on my own 
or in a study group. 

On a last note, you should start 
working on your course outlines early 
on in the semester. Everything you do 
should be geared towards improving 
your grade on the final exams. That 
being said, you should start prepar-

ing your outlines two weeks to one 
month into the semester at the latest. 
You should also familiarize yourself 
with your professors’ old exams and 
sample answers. The best way of do-
ing this is by finding your professors’ 
old exams in the library or on the law 
school’s website and practice taking 
them under the actual testing condi-
tions. This way you will effectively 
prepare yourself, minimize the stress, 
and conserve valuable energy before 
your final exams. These are just some 
of the things that I wish I knew last 
year as a 1L!

Welcome to UConn Law! Best of 
luck to everyone in their 1L year! I 
look forward to seeing many of you on 
campus.

from 1L, p. 1


