
by Sarah Ricciardi

The class of 2014 will hear from three student speakers, who were elected 
by their peers to give the Commencement addresses, during the ceremony on 
Sunday, May 18.  Pro Se caught up with the busy, almost-grads to chat about, 
among other things, favorite memories from their time at UConn Law and their 
plans for the future.

Chris Borchert, the 3L day division speaker, came to UConn straight out of 
college.  Part of the draw for Borchert was the size of the student body. 

“Not many people realize just how small our student body is, and I think that 
goes a long way toward bringing students, professors, and alumni together.  We 
foster a sense of community here that is rare among law schools,” said Borchert.

One of Borchert’s favorite experiences at UConn was competing in the Loiselle 
Moot Court Competition.  Chris explained, “There’s nothing like the thrill of 
arguing in front of a panel of judges, especially after you’ve spent hours crafting 
and fine tuning your arguments.”

After graduation, Borchert will be joining Connell Foley LLP in their Rose-
land, New Jersey office.  In 2016, he will clerk for the Honorable Esther Salas, 
United States District Judge for the District of New Jersey.

Roopa Modha, the 4L evening division speaker, was drawn to UConn Law be-
cause of its academic credentials as well as its diverse extracurricular activities.  
Modha added, “UConn also offered great 
certificate programs. In fact, I completed my 
certificates in both tax law and intellectual 
property last fall.”

Modha was the Magister of the law honor 
society, President of the South Asian Law 
Students Association (SALSA), and a mem-
ber of the Student Bar Association Diversity 
Committee.  She points to the multiple pan-
els that she helped to organize and moderate 
as some of the most memorable moments of 
her UConn Law experience.  She attributes 
much of the success of these events to the law 
school’s administration and staff.  “Working 
with Dean DeMeola was amazing.  I joke that 
she is my fairy god-sister of law,” Moodha 
said. 

 Modha is looking forward to taking 
a much-needed vacation before starting her 
job search. 

 “Taking a break will give me time to think 
through which areas of the law I want to 
work in,” said Modha.

Rojia Afshar, the LLM student speaker, 

by Jaime Welsh & Liz O’Donnell

What do you think are your biggest accomplish-
ments?

 Being lucky enough to help somebody who was 
wrongfully convicted for a crime and get out of 
prison and with the assistance of many other peo-
ple standing up and organizations that are dedi-
cated to that work.  

What prompted you to found the Innocent Proj-
ect?

A colleague, Peter Neufeld, and I had a client in 
1988 who we were trying to prove innocent, and 
I realized we might be able to prove it with DNA 
testing.  We ended up proving it in another way, 
but in the course of litigating we realized its poten-
tial.

What was the biggest learning experience you had as a young attorney?
I began practicing law as public defender in the South Bronx.  Investigating 

and trying cases in the front lines was a truly informative experience. Being a 
public defender and serving as last champions of poor and those who lack re-

sources to defend themselves is something 
that every lawyer ought to undertake at one 
point in the professional career. 

What advice do you have to offer this 
year’s graduating class?

Identify a cause that you believe in, that 
gives you energy, and follow your passion.

What will be the message of your com-
mencement address?

Using law as an instrument for social 
change.  Using law as an instrument to 
achieve justice.

What is your biggest regret in your career?
The innocent people that are still in prison 

whom we have been unable to get out of jail.
Where do you see the future of he legal pro-

fession going?
Online, like everything is going.  Like so 

many things the delivery of legal services is 
becoming more and more web-based, and 
that presents both opportunities and chal-
lenges.

What advice would you give to students 
graduating who don’t have a job?

Volunteer to do work that you think is just, 
and the rest will follow if you do it well.
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Annual Alumni Reunion Undergoes 
Changes, Hopes to Triple Attendees

by Madiha Malik

UConn Law School’s Annual Re-
union, set to take place on Saturday, 
June 7, has undergone significant 
changes this year and as a result, is 
planned to be a larger and more event-
filled gathering. 

Among the changes implemented, 
for the first time the school is hosting 
a “Cluster Reunion,” inviting not only 
the target classes traditionally includ-
ed, but also the years directly before 
and after the target class, tripling the 
number of invitees. 

Law School Director of External Re-
lations Julia Dunlop said the change 
was proposed by Law School Dean 
Timothy Fisher in attempts to connect 
more alumni who target classes may 
have known during their time at the 
law school.

Also for the first time this year, 
alumni attending the reunion will be 

offered a selection of three panels they 
can choose from to attend.  Panel top-
ics include Media and Human Rights, 
the 2008 Meltdown, and New Models 
of Legal Services Delivery.  

“We have such a great range of talent 
among our faculty and I have heard 
often from lawyers that they would 
like greater connection with our intel-
lectual community. I saw the reunion 
as an opportunity to showcase some of 
our scholars to our alumni when they 
are back on campus,” said Fisher.

Among the panelists are Molly Land, 
Professor of Law and Human Rights, 
a new addition to the law school this 
year, as well as several other esteemed 
panelists ranging from practicing at-
torneys to law school professors and 
community leaders including Kath-
erine Kane, Executive Director of the 
Harriet Beecher Stowe Center.  

“We made an effort to choose a cross-
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Remember that your reputation – as someone who is 
honest, reliable, well-prepared, and considerate of oth-
ers – will always be your greatest professional asset.
      –Paul Chill

Don’t be afraid of failure.  Pick yourself up and learn 
from your failures.

  
      –Renee Redman

 
Sometimes your boss will assign you to write some-

thing you think is wrong. If so, let her know. Otherwise 
— if you try only to do exactly what your boss wants, 

you will guarantee that her work is no better for having 
you participate.

      –Loftus Becker

UConn Law Professors’ 
Advice for Graduates

Commencement Issue
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Op-Ed: Looking Back on an International Education
by Victoria Rowley

As the academic year draws to a 
close, many of UConn Law’s interna-
tional students are preparing to return 
to their home countries having suc-
cessfully completed a study abroad 
program. In anticipation of the end of 
the semester, I spoke to a number of in-
ternational students who reflected on 
the many positive and valuable experi-
ences they have had over the past ten 
months. 

A fundamental part of studying 
abroad is being exposed to a new aca-
demic curriculum and learning envi-
ronment. For some international stu-
dents, the American legal system has 
many similarities to the legal system in 
their home country, but for others the 
American common law is drastically 
different from the system they are ac-
customed to. Admittedly this can be 
one of the main challenges facing in-

ternational students but the benefits of 
studying in a country with another le-
gal system cannot be stressed enough. 

Rojia Afshar, an LLM student from 
Iran who is graduating this May, com-
mented that “shifting from a civil law 
system to a common law system was 
as challenging as moving from east to 
west! However, I’m very happy and 
proud to have taken the challenge. It 
is in experiencing different conditions, 
systems and lifestyles that one grows”. 

Regardless of whether a student 
is from a civil or common law back-
ground, the unique style of teaching in 
American Law Schools is often a brand 
new experience for international stu-
dents. I never knew what it meant to be 
“on call” before taking my seat in my 
first ever UConn Law School class and 
although traumatic at times, I appreci-
ate the benefits the teaching system has 
given me – confidence to present my 
own opinions and a marked improve-

ment in my ability to think on my feet 
and express myself in a coherent man-
ner. 

Mercè Maresma, on exchange from 
Barcelona, expresses a similar view on 
UConn Law’s teaching style, although 
“very different from that at my home 
university, the teaching style is highly 
beneficial for improving skills that will 
be useful for my future career as a law-
yer”. 

As much as the focus is on academic 
learning, studying abroad cannot be 
underestimated for presenting interna-
tional students with a range of extra-
curricular opportunities. International 
students at UConn Law are encour-
aged from the outset to get involved 
in events hosted both within the law 
school and outside of it. 

Tori Cure, an exchange student from 
the UK, took part in UConn Law’s 
Community Day during orientation 
and also attended the International 

Law Weekend at Fordham University 
in New York. 

Studying abroad is a unique oppor-
tunity and it is difficult to sum up an 
entire year’s worth of experiences in 
one article. However, as a famous au-
thor once said, “Why do you go away? 
So that you can come back. So that you 
can see the place you came from with 
new eyes and extra colors. And the 
people there see you differently, too”. 
This certainly holds true for my year 
abroad experience and I am confident 
to say that it holds true for all those in-
ternational students completing their 
study abroad programs at UConn Law. 
Yet as one group of international stu-
dents depart, another arrives and I pass 
the baton to a new group of exchange 
and LLMs who I hope enjoy their year 
abroad experience as much as I did. 

The Class of 2014’s Three Deans

Op-Ed: A Reflection on Law School
by Jessica Signor

Outgoing Student Bar 
Association President

 
Simply put, law school teaches you 

about the law.  It teaches you how to 
formulate legal arguments by utiliz-
ing the legal principles you’ve already 
learned.  Law professors instruct you 
on how to write legal memos, how to 
interview clients, and how to brief a 
case.  However, law school does not 
teach you about the single greatest as-
set you need to be a lawyer.

Being a good lawyer means under-
standing and practicing self-reflection 
of your experiences and abilities. Be-
ing a good lawyer means being able to 
evaluate yourself with the same critical 
eye that you would the legal merits of 

any case.  Looking back on my time in 
law school and my growth since ar-
riving on campus, I’ve learned some 
very valuable lessons and would like 
to share them. 

First, and most importantly, Elle 
Woods’ Dad was wrong.  Law school 
is not for people who are “boring and 
ugly and serious.”  UConn Law is an 
institution filled with some of the most 
accomplished, intelligent, and moti-
vated people I have ever encountered.  
Many classmates manage full time jobs, 
spouses, children, and multiple classes 
each semester.  Another added bonus 
at UConn Law has been the innate 
beauty of my classmates.  Not only are 
we a particularly good-looking campus 
(I mean, all you really need is a mirror 
to confirm this fact), but I’m constantly 

reminded of the kindness of my 
peers.  Whether it’s taking the 
time to send a friend their outline 
for Legal Profession, chipping in 
to help with an Admissions Open 
House on a Saturday morning, or 

helping your friends learn Constitu-
tional Law before an exam, my peers 
are sincerely wonderful people. 

Second, law school teaches you a lot 
about yourself and life generally.  We 
all came to law school as an accom-
plished group.  Regardless of where 
we came from, we were all used to be-
ing “the best” at what we did.  Whether 
it was being the kid with the best book 
report in fifth grade or an important 
decision maker on the front lines of 
Fallujah, we all worked hard to get 
to UConn Law.  However, law school 
taught us that we all couldn’t be “the 
best.”  This information was tough for 
me to swallow and resulted in lots of 
tears.  Once I got over the tears, I start-
ed to realize that my tears didn’t make 
me weak or less able to accomplish my 
goals; it just meant that I was admitting 
that I was human, and not a machine.

Third, being involved in the com-
munity of a law school is essential to 
your success in law school and beyond.  
Involving yourself in the life and com-

munity of a law school provides you 
with invaluable connections with your 
professors, administrators, and peers.  
Having a focus on your community is 
good because your classmates are go-
ing to be your colleagues.  They will 
also be your adversaries in court.  So, 
it’s essential not to upset them during 
law school with any gunner tendencies 
you may have and to make sure you do 
the same.

Fourth, and finally, maintaining your 
relationships outside of law school is 
essential to helping you keep perspec-
tive.  Having friends and family who 
have no idea what the acronyms SBA, 
IRAC, and OCI stand for is crucial for 
your survival in law school. They help 
keep us grounded in the reality that 
even without these feathers in our 
caps, we’ve already done a lot just by 
earning our J.D.

I wish you all the best in your future 
endeavors, and as Elle Woods said at 
the end of Legally Blonde, “We did it!”

The Class of 2014, Day Division had the unique experience of having a different Dean each year: Dean Jeremy 
Paul during 1L year, Interim Dean Willajeane McLean 2L year, and current Dean Timothy Fisher 3L year. 

Past graduation celebrations.
Photos courtesy of University of Connecticut.



by Martin Mack

Thanks everyone who participated 
in the survey for this Commencement 
Issue. The results are very interesting.

Highest responses: (Q1) Favorite 
Bar, Half Door (33%); (Q2) Post-Grad 
Destination, Hartford (37%); (Q3) Fa-
vorite 1L Class, Contracts (35%); (Q4) 
Favorite Professor, Kurlantzick (13%); 
(Q5) Place to eat, Truffles (22%); (Q6) 
Favorite Floor, Fifth (32%); (Q7) Fa-
vorite coffee, “don’t drink” (39%); 
(Q8) Won’t miss, Finals/Papers (27%); 
and (Q9) Favorite newspaper, Pro Se 
(100%).

With roughly a third of respondents 
choosing the Half Door, over one fifth 
choosing Truffles, and nearly 40% go-

ing on to work in Hartford, it is clear 
this 2014 graduating class whole-heart-
edly agrees with Stephen Stills and his 
1970 folk anthem about love. I for one 
support these results, and will miss 
Hartford, the lovely ladies at Truffles, 
and the friendly service at Half Door.

There is no consensus as to a favorite 
professor, with love universally spread 
to almost the entire faculty (though 
Kurlantzick, Strasser, and Fernow had 
the largest fan-bases). Additionally, the 
verdict is out about the least desirable 
aspects of law school, with “Finals/
Papers” winning at 27% and “OCI/Job 
Concerns” tying with  “Grades/B-Me-
dians” at 25%.

The most surprising result of the sur-
vey is that almost 40% of respondents 

claim not to drink coffee. 
As one finds with graduate 
surveys, I expect that this 
number will change when 
the Pro Se follows up nine-
months out.

Some statistics were as 
expected, with the regional 
reputation of the school 
confirmed: 84% of students 
will be staying in the CT, 
MA, & NY areas. Apparently I am the 
only student taking my talents to South 
Beach.

I’m not sure if the results of the ques-
tion six reflect student aspirations 
for that top floor corner office, but 
the higher the floor of the library, the 
more students prefer it: over 60% of re-

spondents choose the 4th or 5th floors. 
Only three students chose the 1st floor, 
which is probably how it stays so quiet.

And finally, 100% of respondents 
confirmed what we already knew: Pro 
Se is your favorite UConn Law News-
paper. So thanks again for that as well!

by Jaime Welsh

UConn Law graduates have been 
successful in securing clerkships de-
spite the recent downturn in the legal 
market.

 The majority of UConn Law gra-
dates clerk for local state courts, which 
offers graduates an inside perspective 
on how judges make decisions, partici-
pate in the judicial process, and learn 
the law from inside a courtroom.  An 
individual serving as a clerk will typi-
cally work a one-year term assigned to 
either a specific judge or justice, or the 
entire court. 

Thus far, students have secured po-
sitions to clerk in Connecticut, New 
York, Rhode Island, and Virginia state 
courts, as well as Connecticut and New 
Jersey district courts. Michele Hoff 
from the Career Planning Center said 
that some clerkship applications are 
still pending and so the number of stu-
dents who have secured clerkships for 
the 2014-2015 term is only tentative.  

This year, the Connecticut Appellate 
Court hired twelve UConn Law gradu-
ates to fill sixteen of its open positions 
(not all twelve are from the current 
class of 2014).  And two 2014 graduates 
will clerk in the Connecticut Supreme 
Court.  Hoff was unable to give num-
bers for students clerking at the Con-
necticut trial courts, as the Career Plan-
ning Center was still waiting for final 
numbers and a more robust response 

from graduates in reporting their em-
ployment plans. Historically, there 
have been an average of four to five op-
portunities in Connecticut trial courts 
and some offers have been extended 
after graduation, Hoff said.

As for Article Three federal courts, 
two 2014 graduates will be clerking at 
the United States District Court for the 
District of Connecticut, and one 2014 
graduate will be clerking at the United 
States District Court for the District of 
New Jersey.  Only two of these clerk-
ships will begin in the immediate 2014–
2015 term, however.

As for how these numbers compare 
to recent years, Hoff stated that she 
thinks we will “see the percentage [of 
students securing clerkships] go up. 
She qualified that this “doesn’t neces-
sarily mean more than two or three 
more bodies” securing clerkships due 
to class sizes getting smaller.  However, 
Hoff stated that her “sense is that over-
all we’re going to have higher number 
of students” in clerkships than in re-
cent years past.

The Law School’s Graduate Report 
for the Class of 2013 states that 10.5 
percent of graduates were employed 
in a judicial clerkship, and the Gradu-
ate Report for the Class of 2012 states 
that 8.3 percent of graduates were em-
ployed in a judicial clerkship.

“Hopefully the trend [upwards] will 
continue,” said Hoff.  

section of topics for the three afternoon 
programs, hoping that between them 
they would offer something to every 
one of our returning alumni and their 
spouses or guests,” Fisher explained.  

Fisher said the panel discussions are 
the most significant change to the re-
union this year.  

Following the panels, Fisher will 
be giving a “State of the School” ad-
dress, sharing points covered in the re-
cent Year in Review talk. The keynote 
speaker this year is actor and UConn 
Law Alumnus, Beau Billingslea, ’69, 
who will share anecdotes from his 
career in Hollywood and how he has 

been able to use his law degree in non-
traditional ways. 

The keynote address will be followed 
by a cocktail party featuring a cash 
bar and buffet style dinner served by 
Krause Catering of East Hartford. Tick-
ets to the Annual Reunion are $80 per 
person and are open to all alumni as 
well as current UConn Law students. 
Classes of 1963 and before that have 
passed the 50th reunion milestone are 
invited to attend the reunion for free. 

Further details are available at law.
uconn.edu/reunion2014. For questions 
regarding the reunion, contact Julia 
Dunlop at 860-570-5149.

came to UConn Law from her home 
country of Iran.  During her time here, 
she wrote a thesis on prisons and the 
extreme need incorporate more reha-
bilitative programs therein.  “I really 
enjoyed and appreciated the oppor-
tunity I was given here to express my 
thoughts – the very thing that I was not 
able to freely do in Iran,” explained Af-
shar.

Some of Afshar’s favorite experi-
ences at the Law School were during 
Diversity Week.  

“I participated in ‘the power of our 
narratives’ and ‘UConn Show Case.’  In 
both programs I finally got to express 
myself and talk about/show my diverse 
background,” said Afshar.

She plans on addressing the crucial 
role of lawyers in implementing chang-
es in the world’s affairs during her 
speech on Sunday.  After graduation, 
Afshar will travel to Florida before 
hunkering down to study for the New 
York Bar in February 2015.
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Judicial Clerkships: 
Popular Among 2014 Graduates

Student Speakers
from SPEAKERS, p. 1

Before 55 Elizabeth Street

Alumni Reunion

Poll: Class of 2014’s Preferences

Way before the beautiful law library was built in 1996, and before the law school was moved to the current location at 55 Elizabeth Street in 1984, the law 
school had other campuses. In 1921, the law school opened in rented rooms in the top floor of the Hartford Wire Works (pictured on left). For ten years dur-

ing the Depression, from 1930–1940, the law school was housed in the kindergarten building of West Middle School at 44 Niles Street (pictured in center). By 
1964, a new law school building was completed at 1800 Asylum Avenue (pictured on right), where it remained until moving to the current location.

Photos courtesy of University of Connecticut.

from REUNION, p. 1
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2011
8/23: Earthquake hits DC and causes ex-

tensive damage to Washington Monument.
9/11: On the 10-year anniversary of the 

9/11 attacks, a memorial site opens at 
Ground Zero. 

9/17: Occupy Wall Street protest begins 
in NYC’s Zuccotti Park. 

9/20: “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy ends: 
LGBT soldiers can now serve openly in the 
military.

10/5: Apple co-founder, Steve Jobs, dies.  
11/7: Michael Jackson’s physician, Dr. 

Conrad Murray, is convicted of involun-
tary manslaughter. 

11/9: Football legend, Joe Paterno, is fired 
from Penn State amidst the Sandusky sex 
abuse scandal. 

12/5: Defense Secretary Leon Panetta de-
clared an end to the Iraq War.

12/17: Kim Jong-un, 28, assumes office as 
the Supreme Leader of North Korea.

2012
2/6: Queen Elizabeth II celebrates her 

60th anniversary as British monarch. 
5/18: Facebook IPO opens at $38/share. 
8/4: Michael Phelps wins 22nd Olympic 

medal in London.   
8/16: Ecuador grants political asylum to 

Wikileaks founder, Julian Assange.
8/24: Lance Armstrong is stripped of 7 

Tour de France titles and receives a life-
time ban from cycling. 

9/17: Video footage of Mitt Romney’s “47 
Percent” speech is released.  

10/29: Hurricane Sandy makes landfall 
in New Jersey and causes $30 billion in 
damage. 

2013
2/11: Pope Benedict XVI becomes the 

first to resign the papacy since 1415.  
4/15: Two homemade bombs explode 

near the finish line of the Boston Marathon. 
6/9: Edward Snowden reveals himself 

as the source of the leak of classified NSA 
documents.  

6/26: In US v. Windsor, SCOTUS holds 
that DOMA’s interpretation of marriage is 
unconstitutional. 

8/28: President Obama speaks at the 50th 
anniversary of the March on Washington. 

9/26: With 662 career saves, Mariano Ri-
vera throws his last pitch at Yankee Sta-
dium. 

10/1: Federal government enters a 15-day 
shutdown on the same day that healthcare.
gov launches. 

11/7: Twitter goes public with an IPO of 
$26/share. 

11/19: JP Morgan Chase agrees to pay 
$13 billion to settle claims stemming from 
the mortgage crisis.  

11/27: An $18 billion merger between 
American Airlines and US Airways creates 
world’s largest airline. 

12/5: Nelson Mandela, 95, dies at his 
home in Johannesburg.

2014
3/8: Malaysia Airlines Flight 370 disap-

pears with 12 crew and 227 passengers.  
4/30: Dow Jones Industrial Average clos-

es at a record high of 16,580.84.

3 Years, 30 Headlines Flashbacks of Campus

Photo courtesy of University of Connecticut.

Students enjoying kegs in the middle of campus during 
law school orientation, circa 1992.

Library Corner: 
Best Wishes from the Law Library!

by Law Library Staff

Congratulations on your gradu-
ation!  We in the law library wish 
you great success in your legal ca-
reer!  Remember that we are still 
here to help you – even after you 
leave law school.  Legal practice 
is team driven, and we will al-
ways be a part of yours.  Do you 
have a research-related question 
you do not wish to ask anyone at 

your employer?  Ask us!  We are 
still available to you by live chat, 
email, and phone.  Are you still in 
the area?  Come see us!  Except for 
a small number of electronic data-
bases with individual logins, our 
full print and electronic collections 
are available to you from within 
our building.  Whether you travel 
near or far, we will always be your 
library away from home.

Clockwise from left: Professor Paul Chill, Professor Jon Bauer, Professor Willajeanne McLean, Professor Lewis Kurlantzick. 
Photos courtesy of University of Connecticut.

Professors Throughout the Years

by Thomas Dargon, Jr.

A lot has changed in the last three years.  Below is list 
of thirty things that happened since our 1L year.  Will 
you remember them ten years from now? 


