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Student Organizations Question SBA Budget Allocations 

By Jaime Welsh

On November 7th and 8th, UConn Law will be hosting the American Bar 
Association (ABA) Law Student Division Negotiation Competition for Region 
1. Twenty-four teams and approximately one hundred students will gather at 
the Law School, with participants coming from the Eastern United States and 
Canada. 

 
The competition “simulates legal negotiations in which law students, act-

ing as lawyers, negotiate a series of legal problems” with the simulations 
“consist[ing] of a common set of facts known by all participants and confiden-
tial information known only to the participants representing a particular side,” 
according to ABA website. Two students negotiate per team, but a team may 
include an alternate and/or a coach. The winning team will advance to the ABA 
National Negotiation Finals Competition in Houston, Texas. The topic for the 
Competition is torts.

The Region 1 Negotiation Competition will take place over two days. On 
Friday, each team will participate in two, 50-minute qualifying rounds. The 
qualifying rounds will end with each team reflecting and then presenting 10 
minutes of self-analysis to the judges before receiving feedback and scoring. 
Friday night there will be a reception to allow the teams to interact. The top 
four teams in the qualifying rounds will advance to the final round on Satur-
day morning, which will also be composed of two, 50-minute rounds with self-
analysis per advancing team.

Teams are scored on seven criteria: negotiation planning, flexibility in deviat-
ing from plans or adapting strategy, outcome of session, teamwork, relation-
ship between the negotiating teams, self-analysis, and negotiating ethics.

Professor Jessica Rubin heads the Law School’s efforts in organizing the Ne-
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By Nina Pelc-Faszcza

On October 14th, Dean Timothy Fisher presented a 15-minute State of the 
School speech to students, faculty, and staff. In the talk, Dean Fisher discussed re-
cent achievements and initiatives that the UConn community should be proud of, 
as well as new academic and experiential programs we all have to look forward 
to in the near future. 

First and foremost, Dean Fisher emphasized UConn’s increased 1L enrollment 
for the second year in a row and our truly exceptional new faculty members as 
indicators of the school’s success. In addition, Fisher mentioned and expressed 
his resounding support of the Ignite Campaign, which is a initiative led by our 
student organizations on campus to encourage monetary donations in support 
of those organizations. “This is our students’ opportunity to vote with their own 
resources for what they believe in, the things that they care about,” Fisher re-
marked. The campaign has already seen some success, garnering donations from 
students, alumni, and members of the school’s Board of Trustees. “This is at the 
core of what it means to be loyal to a school,” Fisher stated, “to recognize that 
this is the beginning of a lifelong relationship of connectivity, engagement, and 
support.”

Fisher also revealed several new and exciting clinical programs that UConn 
students and faculty have to look forward to: Criminal Appellate Prosecution 
(which is already being offered for the Spring 2015 semester), dedicated to crimi-
nal appeals at the state level; Elder Law, focused on estate and end-of-life plan-
ning; and School/Education Law, where students will be placed in legal depart-
ments of major school districts in the area. 

Furthermore, Fisher commented that UConn Law “has always been ahead of 
the curve in the United States in our international focus,” and plans to increase 
focus on international studies. Accordingly, UConn is instituting two new LLM 
programs, Human Rights and Energy and the Environment, and plans to expand 
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Research of Professor Jiménez Seeks to Benefit Consumers

By Madiha Malik

On October 1, 2014, the Student Bar 
Association (SBA) announced its ap-
proved budget allocations for the Fall 
2014 semester to student organizations 
at the Law School. The SBA Budget 
Committee reviewed 39 student or-
ganization budget requests, totaling 
$73,437.85 in amounts requested. The 
SBA allocated $39,172.17 to the student 
organizations, although according to 
the budget $47,728.32 was available. 

“We allocated as much as possible 
for events that were properly planned, 
properly quoted, and properly submit-
ted,” said SBA Chief Financial Officer 
Joseph Brown.

Brown explained that the Budget 
Committee takes several factors 
into consideration when deter-
mining how much funding to al-
locate to each event that a student 
organization proposes to host. “It 
is important to the committee that 
we provide resources to events 
that are open and available to as 
much of the student population 
as possible and that attract the 
broader population,” said Brown. 

While the Budget Committee 
looks to an event’s appeal to the 
broader student body and expect-
ed attendance, it also considers 
the forethought the organization 
has put in to planning the event. 
This includes whether the bud-

gets reflect precise pricing rather than quotes and estimates and whether 
there is a named person for a pro-
posed panel or presentation. 

“Certain treasurers do a better job 
with communicating with the com-
mittee what they are planning to pro-
pose,” Brown explained. The Bud-
get Committee, according to Brown, 
made itself available early in the year 
for advice and to discuss events that 
organizations were planning. “Many 
organizations that have been dissatis-
fied with this process have failed to 
take advantage of that resource,” said 
Brown. 

Brown urges organizations that have 
been denied funding to brainstorm 
ways to 

By Adam Colorado

Professor Dalié Jiménez is em-
barking on a new project that fo-
cuses on innovative ways to com-
bat financial distress. The project, 
tentatively entitled “Remedy-
ing Financial Distress,” seeks to 
gauge the effectiveness of meth-
ods to relieve financial distress at 
various points of intervention. 

“There has been very little re-
search on the effectiveness of 
lawyers. Do lawyers make a dif-
ference? Are they really chang-
ing people’s lives?” These are 
among the questions that Jimé-
nez and her colleagues seek to 
answer.

With a background 
in bankruptcy and pri-
or work experience at 
the Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau 
(CFPB), before start-
ing her teaching career 
in the Fall of 2012, Ji-
ménez is well aware of 
the types of financial 
distress that burden 
individuals. 

Jiménez asserts that 
there is a domino ef-
fect associated with 
financial distress. The 
distress leads to a low 
mental performance 

on the part of a consumer, which then 
translates into making poor financial 
decisions. Suddenly, according to Ji-
ménez, what originally was a problem 
with, for example, a bad credit score 
has grown into a problematic living sit-
uation with a greater sense of urgency.

Law professors from Maine and 
Harvard, along with law students, 
are joining Jiménez in conducting the 
experiment, which is projected to con-
tinue for three years. Despite being the 
brainchild of academics, entities rang-
ing from federal government agencies 
to the local not-for-profit sector have 
collaborated in constructing the ex-
periment. While the experiment will 
be conducted in Maine, Jiménez notes 
that it has the potential to affect policy 

changes on a much larger scale.

And while she does have other re-
search projects, particularly dealing 
with bankruptcy and student debt, for 
Jiménez, this is her largest and perhaps 
most consequential project.

“Nobody has ever tried something 
like this project before…on this scale,” 
said Jiménez, noting the extensive 
reach of this experiment. 

While the current project has yet to 
commence, Jiménez is optimistic that 
there will be results that can help those 
who are plagued with financial prob-
lems.

See BUDGET, p. 3

Students attend the annual Student Organization 
Fair in 2013.  

photo via UConn Law Facebook

Professor Dalié Jiménez
photo via law.uconn.edu
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Library Corner: UConn Debuts New Catalog
By Patrick Butler 

Reference & Electronic Resources 
Librarian

This summer, the law library 
launched a new catalog to match the 
new website launched last year.  Much 
of the functionality of the catalog re-
mains the same; however, we did add 
some new features.  You 
can access the new cata-
log from two main loca-
tions: from the search 
box in the middle of the 
library’s home page and 
from tab labeled “Cata-
log” in the blue banner 
on any of the library’s 
pages.

Why use the library’s 
catalog?

The library’s catalog 
provides information 
about the print and elec-
tronic research materials 
you can access.  When 
you perform a search in 
the catalog, the results 
will contain the books we have in print 
in the library, electronic documents 
(including e-journals, e-books, and 
electronic government documents), 
and electronic databases.  Click on the 
“Advanced Search” link for additional 

search functionality.  If you have any 
questions while searching the catalog, 
do not hesitate to approach a reference 
librarian for assistance.   

Additional Resources

There are now several additional re-
sources listed under the Catalog tab on 

the library website.  They include links 
to Course Reserves, Database Search, 
My Account, New Library Materials, 
Research Guides, and Major Works by 
Subject.  

My Account

Use My Account to view the materi-
als you have checked out, renew books 
online, and save preferred searches.  
Once logged into your account, you 
can now change your password or 
email by clicking on the “Modify Your 
Information” link.

Database Search

We designed the Database 
Search page to help you iden-
tify electronic databases rel-
evant to your research.  Links 
to the Database Search page 
are also in the Quick Links on 
every library page.  There are 
now three main ways to locate 
a database:  search by name or 
keyword, browse alphabeti-
cally via the A-Z list, or browse 
by subject, jurisdiction, or for-
mat.  

Questions?

If you have any questions 
about how best to use the cata-

log, please ask!  We’re here to help.  
You can stop by the main desk in the li-
brary, send an email to refdesk.lawlib@
uconn.edu, call us at (860) 570-5068, or 
contact us by chat.

CJIL Hosts Symposium On Int’l Trade Compliance

Interested in writing, photography, 
or tech work for 

Pro Se? Keep a look out for our 
next meeting in early 

November 
or drop us a line to write for our 

December Issue!

By Jessica de Perio Wittman 
Director for Information 

Technology
 
It’s that time of year again: exam 

time. In this article, the Information 
Technology Services Department is 
providing students with some quick 
technology reminders to ensure that 
your computer is just as prepared for 
finals as you are. 

For most classes, students have the 
option to use their personal comput-
ers to take their exams. If you are 
thinking about taking your exam on 
your laptop, the first step you need 
to do is to install or reinstall Exam4 
onto your computer. You can do this 
starting November 10th and must do 
so even if Exam4 is already on your 
computer. Simply go to https://www.
exam4.com/org/602 and fill in the ap-
propriate information to download 
and install the program.

After the program is installed, it is 
strongly suggested that students take 
a practice exam. This process vali-
dates the software and ensures that 
there are no problems that could cause 
students delay on exam day. Don’t 
worry: this whole process should 
not take more than ten minutes. For 
step-by-step directions, please visit: 
http://www.law.uconn.edu/portal/
students/information-technology/
law-school-exam-information/pre-
pare-your-computer-exam. If you 
have any concerns about the technical 
requirements of Exam4, they can be 
viewed at Exam4’s website at: http://
www.exam4.com/userguide. 

If you have successfully completed 
all of these steps then you have done 
all you need to do to prepare your 
computer for finals. If you plan on us-
ing a school computer, make sure to 
reserve it in advance. Lastly, remem-
ber, you can find your exam sched-
ule at any time by visiting: http://
www.law.uconn.edu/academics/fall-
2014-exam-schedule.pdf. Good luck 
with finals!

Check out Pro Se on Social Media!

Follow us on Twitter 
@UConnProSe

or
Like Us on Facebook

By Erin O’Dea

   The 29 participants of the William 
H. Hastie Moot Court Competition 
have been hard at work finaliz-
ing their briefs and preparing for 
their oral arguments. Competitors 
have been dedicating their time 
familiarizing themselves with the 
closed universe problem since its 
release on October 2nd. This year, 
the Hastie Moot Court Competi-
tion takes up an issue that the past 
two decades have increasingly tied 
to broader questions of racial dis-
crimination—namely, the extent of 
police officer discretion in conduct-
ing traffic stops. 

  The William 
H. Hastie Moot 
Court Compe-
tition is an an-
nual competition 
sponsored by 
the Law School’s 
Moot Court 
Board. The Moot 
Court Board is a 
student organiza-
tion comprised of 
41 students who 
have achieved 
distinction in ap-
pellate advocacy. 
The individual 
competition is one of the two an-
nual opportunities students have 
to be admitted to the Moot Court 

Board. Subject to the quality of the 
competitors’ oral advocacy, the 
Moot Court Board hopes to admit 
more than eight students to the 
board from this competition. 

   The preliminary rounds began on 
Monday, November 3rd and run 
until Friday, November 7th. In the 
preliminary rounds, each partici-
pant competes in two arguments, 
giving them the opportunity to 
advocate on behalf of both the pe-
titioner and the respondent. The 
elimination rounds will follow, 
beginning on Monday, November 
10th leading up to the final compe-

tition on Wednesday, November 
12th. The final arguments will be 
in the Davis Courtroom at 7p.m., 

Tech Talk:
Preparing Your 
Computer For 

Finals

Hastie Competition to Take 
Place in November

preceded by dinner at 6pm in the Starr 
Reading Room catered by Salute. Pre-
siding over the final arguments and 
choosing the winner of the competition 
will be the Honorable Chief Judge Al-
exandra D. DiPentima of the Connecti-
cut Appellate Court, the Honorable 
David M. Borden, Judge Trial Referee 
& Retired Justice of the Connecticut 
Supreme Court and the Honorable 
Robert E. Beach, Jr., of the Connecticut 
Appellate Court. The final argument is 
open to the public and all are welcome 
to attend. 

The Connecticut Moot Court Board’s 
Intramural Director, Scott Garosshen, 
“promises the final argument will be 
an impressive performance. We hope 
to see you there!”

Students Compete in the 2014 Hastie Competition
photo via UConn Law Facebook

By Sarah Polio

   On October 24, 2014, the Con-
necticut Journal of International Law 
sponsored a symposium, Interna-
tional Trade Compliance: State of 
Play.  The conference discussed the 
economic and social complexities of 
free trade policies and the impact 
regulation has on the global trade 
environment.
   
 Professor Peter L. Lindseth moder-
ated the first panel. The panel pro-
vided insightful discourse from legal 
practitioners experienced in strict 
regulatory compliance. These practi-
tioners summarized the benefits pro-
vided by economic globalization and 
discussed the difficulties governing 
bodies face with effectively regulat-

ing international commerce in an 
ever-changing global marketplace. 
Professor Caroline Kaeb, from the 
University of Connecticut School of 
Business, spoke on how increases in 
opportunities to trade commodities 
and invest in international markets 
has necessitated big companies to 
think globally regarding their corpo-
rate social responsibilities. 
    
Professor Jeremy McClane moder-
ated the second panel of government 
regulators, discussing concerns sur-
rounding investigations of regulato-
ry compliance violations. These pan-
elists remarked about the regulatory 
complexities inherent in free trade 
because of nations differing regula-
tory policies and procedures. 

   The symposium keynote speaker 
was Chester Paul Beach, Jr., Asso-
ciate General Counsel for United 
Technologies Corporation (“UTC”). 
Beach spoke on how UTC has navi-
gated the worldwide marketplace 
and tailored its domestic and inter-
national business practices to comply 
with trade regulation policies. Build-
ing on the discussion by government 
regulators during the second panel, 
he outlined some of the challenges 
corporations face when trying to ad-
here to both national and global data 
privacy rules as nations differ so 
greatly on their requirements. 

   Andrew Glass, Co-Symposium 
Editor remarked, “Last Friday our 
panelists and keynote speaker really 
came through.”
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Dear Editors:

I enjoyed reading the October 2014 
issue of Pro Se.  As always Diary of a 
3L was top notch. 

After reading the issue, I was left 
wondering how there could be “a 
reduction of student activity fees,” 
Madiah Malik, Law School Launches 
Ignite: Student Organization Crowd-
funding, Pro Se, October 2014, at 1, if 
“enrollment this year at UConn Law 
increased,”  Nina Pelc-Faszcza, Fish-
er Comments on First Year As Dean, 

Announces Goals for Future, Pro Se, 
October 2014, at 1, 3.  The alleged re-
duction in fees was a common refrain 
from the SBA as an excuse for limited 
funding.  How can there be a reduc-
tion of student activity fees if there has 
been an increase of students and the 
fee per student remains the same?  Is 
there something that we are missing?

Yours very truly, 

Concerned Student
J.D. Candidate 

Student Organization Spotlight: 
Tax Law Society

Teams from Eastern U.S., Canada Set To 
Compete At Negotiation Competition

gotiation Competition. Rubin submit-
ted a proposal to the ABA that detailed 
why UConn Law should host the Re-
gion 1 competition and was selected. 
Also involved in organizing the event 
are staff members from the IT Depart-
ment, the Library, Special Events, the 
Dean’s office, and Dean Timothy Fish-
er.

Unique to how UConn Law is host-
ing this competition is the composi-
tion and preparation of the judges. All 
but five of the participating 40 judges 
are practicing, experienced lawyers or 
professors. Their experience ranges 
from criminal to civil, transactional 
to litigation, and both the public and 
the private sector will be represented. 
Over half of the judges will be UConn 
Law alumni. As for the five judges 
who are not lawyers, each of them ne-
gotiates or mediates as a significant 
part of their career. “If someone is not 
a lawyer, then the majority of his or 
her professional work must involve 
negotiation and/or mediation,” com-
mented Rubin.

Students will be judged by panels 
of three, and two of the judges on the 
panel must be lawyers. There will be 
stringent conflict checks to ensure fair-
ness of judging. Before the start of the 
morning and afternoon rounds on Fri-
day, and on Saturday morning, all of 
the participants will gather to meet the 
judges. This ensures that students and 
judges do not know one another by ei-
ther name or visual sight. If there is a 
conflict, the students will compete be-
fore a different panel of judges. In ad-
dition, no judge with UConn Law con-
nections – other than being a graduate 
of the Law School – will judge one of 
the UConn Law teams. One of the in-
teresting ABA rules is that students are 
not allowed 
to reveal what 
team they rep-
resent to the 
judges. 

“The great-
est thing about 
running this 
event has been 
reaching out 
to former stu-
dents and reaching out to profession-
als in the negotiating and mediating 
communities to get them excited about 
coming to campus and helping our 
students,” said Rubin.  

Further, all of the Negotiation Com-
petition judges were sent the problem 
materials and guidelines for judging 
well in advance in order to best pre-
pare.  In this way, all feedback given 
to students will be well informed 
both by preparation and experience. 
Other negotiation competitions have 
had student judges, recent graduates 
as judges, or judges who are not pre-
pared more than a day in advance. 
Rubin commented that she worked to 
select judges who are effective teach-
ers and experienced negotiators.

The final rounds will be judged by 
a panel of four consisting of: an aca-
demic, a Connecticut practitioner with 
a focus on criminal litigation, a Con-
necticut practitioner with a focus on 
corporate transactional work, and a 
Connecticut practitioner with a focus 
on mediation.

UConn Law is sending three teams 
of second and third year students. 
Team members include: Benjamin 
Schimelman, Kevin Matyger, Aaron 
Baral, Alex Cox, Pamela Bass, Malcolm 
Ranger-Murdock, Joshua Thompson*, 
Christopher Stanton*, Sarah Polio*, 
and Spencer Hill*.  Names marked by 
an asterisk indicate alternates. UConn 
Law’s student coaches include: Thom-
as Holmgren, Connor Simpson, and 
Spencer Hill. Rubin noted that she 
chose UConn Law’s teams based on 
student interest, past competition per-
formance, and performance in UConn 
Law’s First Annual Intramural Negoti-
ation Competition. Six of the competi-
tors first competed in the Law School’s 
intramural negotiation competition in 
September. 

Third year student Pamela Bass is 
coordinating the UConn Law teams 
in her role as President of the Negotia-
tion & Dispute Resolution Society (the 
Society). According to Bass, UConn 
Law teams are preparing for the Ne-
gotiation Competition by engaging in 
a series of sparring sessions against 
members of the Society. No students 
outside of the main competitors have 
the confidential team information so 
sparring partners are creating their 
own facts to go off of. 

“The more creative they can make 
issues, the more the team has to think 
and be nimble going into [the Negotia-
tion Competition],” explains Bass. This 

c r e a t i v -
ity helps 
to simulate 
the actual 
c o m p e t i -
tion, where 
U C o n n 
Law team 
m e m b e r s 
will not 
have infor-

mation confidential to the opposing 
team.

Interested students are encouraged 
to view the Final Rounds of the Nego-
tiation Competition on Saturday, No-
vember 8th in Library 202. All rounds 
are open to the public and will take 
place in the Law Library.

Looking forward, Professor Rubin is 
collaborating with a faculty member 
at UConn’s School of Business to orga-
nize and host a negotiation competi-
tion in the spring that will be open to 
both law and business students.

from NEGOTIATION p. 1

open their 
events up 

to the larger community and to make 
their events related to the legal field. 
Many of the budget deductions were 
made based on the Budget Committee’s 
policy to provide funding for one food-
based event. While Brown understands 
that food creates interest from students, 
his concern is that students should be 
drawn to the event itself based on the 
topic, the panel of practitioners and 
professionals, and learning about the 
organization. 

“We encourage leadership of organi-
zations to think creatively and to think 
outside the box because too often, we 
have so many events that are similar 
and what the committee is impressed 
by is good and detailed planning and 
innovation and creativity as they ap-
proach this process,” said Brown.

It was seemingly for this reason that 
the Black Law Students Association 
(BLSA) was denied funding for its out-
lining workshop. The group requested 
funding for lunch and was denied be-
cause “the school already puts one on,” 
as detailed in the SBA’s comments on 
the group’s budget allocation spread-
sheet. BLSA member Aigné Goldsby 
understands the Budget Committee’s 
interest in avoiding funding similar 
events and encouraging collaboration, 
but she believes that students benefit in 
a unique way from a BLSA sponsored 
event that they would not with another 
group hosting the event on campus.

“The point of us doing an outlining 
workshop, specifically as an affinity 
group, is that there are people on cam-
pus who are in different circumstanc-

es from others. Sometimes talking to 
someone and being in the same room 
as someone who looks like you and 
has similar experiences as you, makes 
a huge difference,” said Goldsby. De-
spite the lack of funding, Goldsby said 
the group still intends to host the event 
and that students will be paying out of 
pocket, highlighting another challenge 
for organizations facing underfunding. 

Brown acknowledges the need to 
avoid student organizations having to 
pay out of pocket as it puts students 
in a difficult position. However, refer-
encing the school-wide emails that are 
sent out advertising free food at events, 
Goldsby points out that there is a high-
er chance that students will not attend 
events where no food is provided. With 
so many groups on campus, organiza-
tions that are trying to gain recognition 
are not able to grab student’s attention 
without the added incentive of food, ac-
cording to Goldsby. 

“Student groups add to the life of the 
law school in so many ways, hosting 
events that allow us to explore topics 
and learn from the discourse,” said As-
sistant Dean of Students Karen DeMeo-
la. Given the changes in entering class 
size, according to DeMeola, the SBA 
has had to make difficult decisions.

The Budget Committee is open to 
speak with students who have concerns 
with their allocated amounts or who 
would like to be involved in the pro-
cess, according to Brown. For groups 
who are dissatisfied with their fund-
ing, the Budget Committee will accept 
supplemental budget requests to recon-
sider funding for specific events. 

SBA Responds to Budget Inquiries
from BUDGET p. 1

By Brian Metter

At its first meeting of the school year, 
UConn Law’s Tax Law Society had 
a robust turnout, better than acting-
president Jennifer Karr had expected. 
“It was great to see so many 1L’s in-
terested in tax law,” said Karr. The 
student-run organization has had a 
steady presence on campus for many 
years, but it is looking to become more 
prominent as the increasingly stringent 
regulatory environment continues to 
become a promising sign of growth in 
the practice area. 

The Tax Law Society (TLS) is dedi-
cated to bridging the gap between 
students and professionals in the area 
of tax and business law. According to 
Karr, TLS’s “goal is to create a sense of 
community among students who want 
to go into tax law, or business law in 
general.” She adds, “it is important to 
have an understanding of tax law no 
matter what specific area of business 
law you want to practice.”

This year, TLS will host bi-weekly 
brown bag lunches, providing stu-
dents an informal setting to meet with 
professionals and faculty to discuss rel-
evant issues within tax law. Professor 
Diane Leyden, who supervises the Tax 
Law clinic at the Law School, spoke at 

TLS’s first brown bag lunch. Karr, who 
worked at the IRS over the summer, is 
excited to welcome two attorneys from 
the IRS to future brown bag lunches 
this year. Also this year, TLS will be 
hosting a panel of attorneys from Ernst 
& Young, giving students an opportu-
nity to network while gaining valuable 
insight into the industry. 

TLS also works in conjunction with 
the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) program to give students from 
UConn an opportunity to obtain pro 
bono hours while helping members of 
the community. Karr said of last year, 
“it was a lot of fun, working with dif-
ferent types of people and seeing the 
smiles on their faces gives a unique 
sense of satisfaction.” Students who 
missed the training sessions on cam-
pus will have the opportunity to attend 
several upcoming public sessions in or-
der to participate in the program later 
this year. 

Students interested in participating 
in VITA or in any of the organization’s 
events this year,should reach out to 
TLS board members or its faculty ad-
visor, Professor Richard Pomp, who 
teaches Federal Income Tax, Taxation 
of American Indians, and Multistate 
Taxation at UConn Law.  

its international reach with additional 
exchange programs in East Asia to 
complement our already abundant 
exchange opportunities in Europe, the 
Middle East, and Latin America. 

Dean Fisher wrapped up the talk 
with mention of the potential new 
Campus Center space for informal dis-
cussion, socialization, and a full-ser-
vice cafeteria. “We don’t have a single 
place where we naturally encounter 
each other in an informal setting—
students, faculty, staff alike—for an 
exchange of ideas,” Fisher said. “We 
could have such a space here, but it 

requires enthusiasm, and it requires 
support to do it.”  The Law School 
Foundation Board of Trustees has al-
ready indicated a willingness to allo-
cate funds for creating this new space, 
but would first like to know whether 
there is truly a belief in it. On October 
17th, Dean Karen DeMeola sent a sur-
vey to the entire law school commu-
nity to gauge interest in the develop-
ment; if you have not already done so, 
please fill out this very brief survey to 
help the law school move this project 
forward.

from DEAN, p. 1

Fisher Announces Plan For New 
Campus Center

Letter to the Editors: 
What’s Up With The Budget?
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By Madiha Malik

On Friday, November 7, 2014, the 
Public Interest Law Group (PILG) will 
host the 22nd Annual PILG Auction. 
The event expects to bring over 300 
attendees including students, profes-
sors, alumni, practicing lawyers, and 
judges, according to PILG Auction 
Chairs Arielle Sharma, Shruthi Reddy, 
and Daniel Spruill.

The theme for the auction is casino 
night and offers free attendance, din-
ner catered by Vito’s by the Park, and 
a cash bar. Over 150 items will be auc-
tioned off including big-ticket items 
such as vacation packages, sports 
memorabilia, and BARBRI review 
courses, as well as smaller gifts in-
cluding restaurant gift cards and gym 
memberships, with some items start-
ing as low as one dollar. 

“This is a fun, nice break to see 
people, dress up a bit, but still have 
a casual night. There are some really 
good deals,” said Sharma. There will 
be both a live and a silent auction. The 
Auction Chairs encourage attendees 
to view auction items as gifts for the 
upcoming holiday season and even 
for significant others, such as an anni-
versary package that includes a wine 
tasting. 

Vacation packages include flight 
vouchers for trips to Antigua, Barba-
dos, St. Lucia, and more. The Auction 

Chairs are suggesting that students 
pool money together with friends as 
some of the trips are for up to six peo-
ple, offering a significant discount. 

“A lot of the professors have been re-
ally generous in donating,” said Shar-
ma. Auction items from professors 
include 
w h i t e 
w a t e r 
rafting 
t r i p s 
w i t h 
P r o -
f e s s o r 
Cohen 
a n d 
P r o -
f e s s o r 
Rubin, 
d i n -
ner for 
f o u r 
w i t h 
P r o -
f e s s o r 
Fischl , 
a n d 
brunch 
with Professor Morawetz.

“Some of the items provide a great 
way to get to know professors out-
side of the classroom and in a fun set-
ting,” said Sharma. The event is also 
a helpful networking tool, according 
to Spruill, with Judge Joan Alexander 
auctioning a golf session and Probate 

Judge Evelyn Daly auctioning lunch 
with her at the Farmington Country 
Club. 

“The PILG Auction is the one social 
event that brings together people from 
all constituencies on campus as well 
as alumni, and members of the local 

c o m m u -
nity,” said 
Assistant 
Dean of 
Students 
K a r e n 
DeMeola. 
U n l i k e 
t r a d i -
tional law 
s c h o o l 
e v e n t s , 
a c c o r d -
ing to De-
Meola, the 
Au c t i o n 
allows at-
t e n d e e s 
to interact 

informally, 
r e c o u n t -
ing bidding 

wars between students and colleagues 
alike. “People laugh at themselves and 
each other and everyone gets into the 
winning spirit,” said DeMeola.

Proceeds from the auction benefit 
the PILG Endowment Fund, which 
funds summer fellowships for UConn 
Law students serving in unpaid public 

interest law positions. “Last year the 
Foundation offered fourteen fellow-
ships for $4,000 each,” said Spruill. 
According to Spruill, the fellowship 
amounts offered to students depend 
partly on the success of the auction. 

Among last year’s recipients were 
students working for the Massachu-
setts Commission Against Discrimina-
tion (MCAD), Commission for Human 
Rights and Opportunities (CHRO), 
Office of Child Advocate, Human 
Rights First, The Children’s Law Cen-
ter of New York, and the Legal Aid of 
East Tennessee. Last year, one of the 
fellowships was awarded to 2L Zach-
ary Kohl who worked at the ACLU’s 
Racial Justice Program. “Without the 
PILG fellowship, I would have been 
unable to live in New York and gain 
such valuable connections while fight-
ing to preserve the constitutional 
rights of minorities,” recounted Kohl. 

The Public Interest Law Journal and 
other UConn Law students will be 
volunteering at the event. PILG con-
tinues to accept volunteers and do-
nations until the day of the event. To 
contact the Auction, email pilg@gmail.
com. The PILG Auction will take place 
in the Starr Reading Room and will 
begin at 6pm. Accepted forms of pay-
ment include cash, check, Visa, Mas-
terCard, and American Express.

Coming Soon... 
Hidden Spaces 

on Campus
a recurring column about 

little-known places at 
UConn Law

Public Interest Law Group To Hold Annual Fall Auction Nov. 7

By Sarah Ricciardi
 
When I was a kid, I had nightmares 

every night. Most of them were 
pretty typical: serial killers, demons, 
clowns…. Due to a particularly trou-
bling episode of Square One TV, I 
couldn’t have an alarm clock in my 
room for like three years. I was con-
vinced every clock was actually a 
bomb set to go off at exactly 3:12am. 
And I refused to stretch my feet to 
the end of the bed because I was ab-
solutely sure scorpions would sting 
them. You know, since scorpions typ-
ically live in little girls’ beds. (Thank 
you Dad for letting me watch The Ar-
rival at the age of seven). Needless to 
say, I wasn’t the smartest kid.   

As I got older, my dreams evolved. 
In my teens, they mostly involved ag-
gressive acne and having dog food 
poured down my back while slow-
dancing at Prom. (Thank you Leelee 
Sobieski).

I don’t think I dreamt at all in my 
early twenties. If I did, I don’t remem-
ber them. Then again, I don’t remem-
ber much of my waking hours either. 

The only thing that my twenty-year 
old self feared was reaching the bot-
tom of a bottle of Hendricks. Okay, 
who am I kidding?  I couldn’t afford 
Hendricks. 

Law school 
brought the 
n i g h t m a r e s 
back. At first, I 
dreamt of cold 
calls and “the 
Hairy Hand” – 
obviously. Then, 
the dreams be-
came a little less 
predictable and 
a bit more de-

pressing. Now when I close my eyes 
at night, I see “id.’s” with unitalicized 
periods and n-dashes where there 
should be m-dashes. It’s terrifying. 
The other night I woke up screaming 
because I dreamt that I’d forgotten to 
sign a cover letter. And I keep hav-
ing this recurring nightmare that my 
Linkedin account has been hacked 
and now everyone thinks I’m a pre-
school teacher from Poughkeepsie, 
who eats kale chips and thinks “am-
icus curaie” is a venereal disease. 

Diary of a 3L: The First Three Letters of 
“Booze” Are “Boo” 

Want a sneak peak of the new 
column?

Check out Pro Se Online!
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bit.ly/prosenews
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Students bid on items at the 2013 PILG Auction 
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