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By Nina Pelc-Faszcza ‘16

As previously reported in last month’s issue of 
Pro Se, the Law School announced over the sum-
mer that parking on campus would be taken over 
by UConn Parking Services headquartered in 
Storrs. As a result, parking will be changing quite 
drastically. Pro Se sat down with the Law 
School’s Assistant Dean for Finance and Ad-
ministration in order to get some answers to 
our questions about how these changes may 
play out. The following information stems 
from that conversation.

The theory behind the change in campus 
parking at the Law School is allegedly one of eq-
uity; UConn Law is a part of the larger University 
of Connecticut, and the University administration 
felt that we should be treated the same as the other 
campuses when possible. Therefore, law students 
will have to pay $116.99 for the Regional Campus 
Permit, which is equivalent to the cost for parking 
now at all other regional campuses. Additionally, 

faculty members now have to pay for parking per-
mits at a rate proportional to their salary, under 
the rationale that faculty members working at the 
Storrs campus have had to pay already in years 
prior. This includes emeritus professors and ad-
juncts who volunteer their time to teach at the Law 
School.

As mentioned in last month’s Pro Se article on 
the subject, enforcement of a new parking regime 
poses very real problems for the Law School, be-
ing home to a public library and in-house clinics 
(including the Connecticut Urban Legal Initiative 
(CULI), the Law School’s transactional practice 
clinic, which is its own non-profit organization) 

and a frequent host of campus events for individu-
als from the outside community.

To attempt to solve the frequent visitor predica-
ment, members of the UConn Law administration 
met with administrators at UConn Storrs to discuss 
the uniqueness of our campus and our needs. The 

solution that will be implemented is the 
creation of 12 visitor parking spots behind 
the Law Library and a license plate sign-in 
system at the Law Library circulation desk. 
However, these 12 visitor spots will likely 
not be enough to accommodate the entirety 
of our campus visitors on a daily basis, and 
many visitors will have to resort to parking 

on the street on the outskirts of campus. The new 
sign-in system may also prove to be a nuisance for 
our visitors. Furthermore, the creation of parking 
spots solely for visitors will result in the reduction 
of student parking spots by 12 at any time of the 
day, which could cause issues during peak class 
times or on days when events are being held.

See PARKING, p. 3

See FAIR USE, p. 2

Op-Ed: Textbook Copying and
Educational Fair Use

SBA Explains Fall Budget Allo-
cations; Disallowance for Food

By Martha Adams ‘18

If you thought being a law student was difficult, imagine doing it in a foreign 
country, with all your classes being taught in a foreign language. 

There are over 50 exchange students and LL.M. students on campus hailing 
from over 23 different countries, who all face this reality on a daily basis. Accord-
ing to Connecticut Alliance of International Lawyers (CAIL) President Lara Hop-
kins, an exchange student from the U.K., the main challenge for these students is 
not in academia, but rather in integrating themselves into the university campus 
culture. “With a separate orientation it is easy for international students to stay in 
[these] small familiar groups, especially since many do not have regular classes 
with 1Ls, the other new students on campus,” said Hopkins.

 
Professor Peter Lindseth, Director of International Programs, also recognizes 

the challenges that foreign students face. “The integration of international stu-
dents is a significant challenge, particularly at a school like UConn where most 
students drive some distance to attend class,” Lindseth remarked.

According to Lindseth, the Office of Student Programs provides support pro-
grams and sessions to help international students assimilate to American culture, 
and helps find them venues to socialize with other students. The administration 
has attempted to further optimize this by directly integrating the LL.M. and ex-
change student orientation with the 1L orientation. 

Hopkins suggests that integrating the orientation programs would create an 
earlier opportunity for students to engage with one another and expand their 
social circles on campus. The usual practice of holding the exchange student and 
LL.M. student orientation a week before the 1L orientation proved helpful for 
foreign students begin to adapt to American life and their new home at UConn 
Law, it in turn also created distinct social groups before school even began.

 Another proposal to encourage integration for foreign students with oth-
er UConn Law students would be to include our exchange and LL.M. students in 
the Law School’s mentor/mentee programs, such as the one organized annually 
by the Women Law Students’ Association (WLSA). This would give those study-
ing in a different language someone to talk to about language barriers, confusion 
regarding how American law is applied (such as how state and federal common 
law intertwine with statutes), and hopefully a new connection and friend. 

Despite the Law School’s extensive efforts to promote integration, there is only 
so much the administration can do. According to Carrianna Field, Director of 
Graduate and Exchange Programs in the Office of International Legal Programs, 
the facilitation of an open and friendly environment by J.D. students will likely 
make the ultimate difference for both the locals and fresh faces.

  
 Integration of international students on campus and increasing cultural 

diversity is a benefit to all law students, regardless of background. Engaging with 
a culturally diverse group makes us all better communicators, and through doing 
so, we all learn how to reach out and network outside of what we regard as our 
own cultural norm.

 The international student population at our school is a crucial element to 
the overall diversity on campus. The Office of International Programs welcomes 
and encourages any feedback or ideas students may have about improving our 
cultural diversity and integrating students on campus. Any comments, questions, 
suggestions can be emailed to carrianna.field@uconn.edu. 

By Alison Kubas ‘16

Each semester brings a new round 
of budget requests by student groups, 
and this semester the SBA was given 
no easy task when it came to divvy-
ing up the funds. Each student group 
submitted budget requests to the SBA 
to review and approve. Unfortunate-
ly, student enrollment is decreasing 
with each year, and the SBA budget is 
shrinking along with it. 

In an email to the UConn Law com-
munity, the SBA Budget Committee 
stated that they were conservative 
with initial allocations, though it saved 
funds for supplemental requests which 
could be requested by providing ad-
ditional details on events or collabora-
tions with other student groups or out-
side attorneys.

For student groups that did not re-
ceive the funding requested, , there 
might be a good reason behind it. Ac-
cording to SBA President, Bianca Slota 
’16, funds were given to those groups 
who put time, thought, and effort into 
their plans. Examples of budget re-
quests that were particularly thorough 

were groups that had gone to restau-
rants to get estimates, reviewed bud-
gets from previous years, and tried to 
find the best way to use student fund-
ing. These groups also tended to at-
tempt to find outside funding, so that 
the SBA would only have to allocate 
funds for a portion of the event. 

If a group had minimal to no turn out 
last year at meetings and events, and 
could not demonstrate why this year 
would be any different, then they were 
less likely to get what they asked for. 
Finally, events deemed to be of cultural 
importance were given more leeway 
with their budgets, even if they did not 
focus on the standard networking or 
job hunting. 

One large discrepancy between bud-
get requests and what the SBA allocat-
ed, was funding for food at meetings. 
Student groups frequently use pizza, 
sandwiches, or desserts as an incentive 
for new students to join their group 
and get involved. Let’s be honest, who 
doesn’t love to get free food in between 
classes? However, a policy put in place 
about a year ago—but probably imple-
mented the most 

By Alexander Cox ‘16

With law school debt 
nearing an average of 
$84,000 for most stu-
dents, and textbooks 
costing an average of 
$1,200 per year, scan-
ning and copying 
books can provide stu-
dents some economic 
relief. So warm up the 
scanners and let’s get to 
copying. 

Educational “fair 
use” creates an excep-
tion for copying texts 

for teaching purposes 
including classroom 
use, scholarship, and 
research, which other-
wise would constitute 
an infringement of 
copyright law. Read 
plainly, educational 
materials for students 
should be able to be 
copied freely, but re-
ality falls short. An 
upcoming article in 
the Connecticut Law 
Review discusses the 
state of educational 
fair use 

See BUDGET, p. 3
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Library Corner: 
ABA and ALI Publications on Hein Online

By Sarah Cox, Foreign, International, and 
Comparative Law Librarian

If you are looking for American Bar 
Association (ABA) or American Law 
Institute (ALI) resources—for instance, 
the ABA Journal for any year, a recent 
issue of the journal Trial Practice or any 
of the Restatements of the Law, includ-
ing the drafts—your first stop should 
be Hein Online. 

American Bar Association publica-
tions are to be found in two different 
collections on Hein Online: American 
Bar Association Journals in the Law 
Journal Library and ABA Law Library 
Collection Periodicals which is its 
own library. 

American Bar Association Journals, 
found in the Law Journal Library, 
consists of 121 titles. This collection 
includes ABA journals, reports, and 
proceedings and ABA section reports 
and proceedings. So it includes not 
only the ABA Journal and the Annual 

Bulletin, but also the Annual Report of 
the Section on Intellectual Property Law, 
for example. It provides full cover-
age going back to the first volume of 
currently published and publications 
which have ceased publication. 

The ABA Law Library Collection 
Periodicals library consists of 98 titles 

including 44 periodicals previously 
only available to ABA section mem-
bers. It provides access to current vol-
umes of included periodicals and cov-
ers all subject areas of American law. 
Here you will find, for example, cur-
rent issues of Trial Evidence, Minority 
Trial Lawyer, or Health Law Litigation as 
well as full runs of International Law-
yer, Jurimetrics, and Dispute Resolution 
Magazine.

The American Law Institute Library 

consists of 139 titles. It contains full 

runs of the Institute’s Annual Reports, 
Proceedings, Annual Meeting Speech-
es, and the Institute’s newsletter, The 
ALI Reporter. It also includes the Re-
statements of the Law, Uniform Com-
mercial Code, Model Penal Code, ALI-
ABA Periodicals, and the Statement of 
Essential Human Rights (a pioneering 
ALI project of the mid-1940s). Also in-
cluded are collections of scholarly ar-
ticles relevant to research on ALI pub-
lications and of ALI-CLE publications. 

Op-Ed: Copying = Fair Use

Interested in writing, editing, 
photography, or layout? 

Keep a look out for our next 
meeting early in the Spring 

semester where we will brain-
storm and assign articles for 

the February Issue!
 

Questions? Comments? 
Article Ideas? 

Drop us a line at 
prose@uconn.edu!

Professor Spotlight:
John Aloysius Cogan

Student Org Spotlight: Energy 
& Environmental Law Society

On days when 
an event is be-

ing held on campus, the current plan 
is to continue our practice of blocking 
off parking spots for prominent mem-
bers of the community (such as judges 
or panelists), and to notify Parking Ser-
vices of these events, with instructions 
not to ticket on those days. 

When enforced, tickets for violating 
the new parking rules will range from 
$30 for parking on campus without a 
permit to $50 for parking in a reserved 
space. UConn Parking Services is con-
sidering contracting with an entity 
in Hartford to enforce the new pro-
cedures, instead of sending down a 
Storrs representative on a daily basis 
to ticket.

The new parking system isn’t all 
bad,however. The Law School has 
had issues in the past with individu-

als from outside the Law School com-
munity parking on campus and taking 
the bus in to downtown Hartford for 
the work day, taking up valuable spots 
for our students, faculty, and staff. The 
threat of ticketing may therefore dis-
suade some of those individuals who 
do take advantage of our availability of 
parking.

Ultimately, it seems that the days 
of leisurely parking at the Law School 
will soon be over. For now, enforce-
ment of the new polices has not be-
gun, and the community is supposed 
to receive a warning for when ticketing 
will commence. In the future, the Law 
School campus could be seeing even 
more changes to parking, such as a 
visitor app for smartphones and even 
gated parking. For more information, 
including information on new rates 
and fees, visit the UConn Parking Ser-
vices website at http://park.uconn.edu.

By Jessica de Perio Wittman, 
Director for Information Technology

It’s that time of year again: time to 
start thinking about exams. In this 
article, the Information Technology 
Services Department is providing stu-
dents with some quick technology re-
minders to ensure that your computer 
is just as prepared for finals as you are.

 
For most classes, students have the 

option to use their personal computers 
to take their exams. If you are think-
ing about taking your exam on your 
laptop, the first step you need to do is 
to install or reinstall Exam4 onto your 
computer. You can do this starting 
mid-November and must do so even 
if Exam4 is already on your computer. 
Simply go to https://www.exam4.com/
org/602 and fill in the appropriate in-
formation to download and install the 
program.

 After the program is installed, it is 
strongly suggested that students take 
a practice exam. This process validates 
the software and ensures that there are 
no problems that could cause students 
delay on exam day. Don’t worry: this 
whole process should not take more 
than ten minutes. 

For step-by-step directions, please 
visit: http://s.uconn.edu/lawexams 
If you have any concerns about the 
technical requirements of Exam4, they 
can be viewed at Exam4’s website at: 
http://www.exam4.com/userguide.

 
Remember that you can always stop 

by the IT Help Desk for technical sup-
port before and during the exam pe-
riod! The Help Desk is located on the 
second floor of the library. 

Students in need of accommoda-
tions should contact Jane Thierfield 
Brown at jane.brown@uconn.edu 
about laptop reservations.

Check out Pro Se on Social 
Media!

Follow us on Twitter 
@UConnProSe

or
Like Us on Facebook

from PARKING p. 1

Tech Talk: 
Your Comput-

er Needs to 
Prepare for 
Finals Too

Admin Provides Details on Parking

PILG Auction: 
Attend the School’s 

Largest Annual Event 
on November 13th

this semester—took that option away from a few 
groups. 

The SBA decided that if food was being used as an incentive to draw people 
to an event, then they were no longer going to pay for it. The rationale is that 
students should be encouraged to attend these events regardless of whether food 
will be provided. In previous years, the majority of the SBA budget consistently 
was allocated for food, and with increasingly limited student organization funds 
this practice can no longer continue. While funding for food at events may be cut, 
unfortunately it has left some student leaders wondering if they will have to pay 
for events out of their own pockets. 

SBA Talks Fall Budget Decisions

Professor John Cogan
Photo via www.law.uconn.edu

By Yekaterina Bychko ‘17

This month, Pro Se’s Professor Spot-
light is on Professor John Aloysius Co-
gan Jr., whose expertise lies in health 
law and healthcare. Professor Cogan 
has an extraordinary background, a 
fascinating life, and great prospects 
for the future. Profes-
sor Cogan has worked 
for both the private 
and public sector, 
taught in several 
schools, developed a 
health law program 
at another law school, 
and helped write the 
HIPAA privacy regu-
lations. Outside of 
academics, Profes-
sor Cogan likes to fly 
planes (he holds a pri-
vate pilot license) and 
also enjoys horseback 
riding. 

 
After graduating 

from the University of 
Texas School of Law 
and starting a Ph.D. 
program, Professor Cogan was drawn 
into the complexities of the healthcare 
system while caring for a terminally 
ill family member. This experience 
prompted his long and successful ca-
reer in healthcare. 

Professor Cogan first worked for 
the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS), litigating 
Medicare and Medicaid cases before 
transitioning to more policy-oriented 
work and subsequently working on 
the HIPAA regulations. Shortly there-
after, Professor Cogan had the oppor-
tunity to work as General Counsel for 
the Rhode Island Office of the Health 
Insurance Commissioner, the nation’s 
only stand-alone regulator of health 
insurance. According to Professor Co-
gan, no other state besides Rhode Is-
land regulates health insurance sepa-
rate from all other types of insurance. 
In 2005, Rhode Island recognized that 
health insurance regulation required 
special expertise, and created a new 
agency that focused exclusively on 

health insurance. Professor Cogan 
was the agency’s first General Coun-
sel.

Professor Cogan arrived at the UCo-
nn Law campus, which he describes 
as “stunningly beautiful,” three years 
ago. Currently, in addition to teach-

ing the evening di-
vision of Property, 
he is working on 
understanding and 
providing solutions 
to combat the hefty 
premiums attached 
to health insurance. 
According to Profes-
sor Cogan, a big part 
of the healthcare cost 
problem originates 
with the high prices 
of medical goods 
and services; the U.S. 
pays significantly 
more for medical 
goods and services 
than all other compa-
rable western indus-
trialized nations, but 
does not have better 

care. 

As Professor Cogan explained, “the 
main reasons for these high prices is 
the excessive bargaining power health 
care providers possess vis-à-vis health 
insurers. Provider consolidation 
through mergers and acquisitions has 
given health care providers the ability 
to command high prices from insur-
ers. These high prices, in turn, drive 
up health insurance premiums.” Cur-
rently, Professor Cogan is investigat-
ing how new forms of health insur-
ance regulation can “check excessive 
provider leverage over health insurers 
and moderate premium growth.” 

This semester and in upcoming 
semesters, Professor Cogan will be 
teaching courses in health insurance, 
health law, and property, and he 
would like to create a new course on 
healthcare fraud and abuse. Thanks 
for all the hard work that you contrib-
ute to the UConn Law Community, 
Professor Cogan! 

from BUDGET p. 1

after Columbia University Press v. Pat-
ton, 769 F.3d 1232 (11th Cir. 2014), 

where three publishing houses specializing in academic 
works sued Georgia State University on the theory that dis-
tributions of course-packs to students infringed on the pub-
lisher’s rights because of market harms. 

But market harm is implicit in any exception to a prop-
erty right. We should be more concerned about harming 
students in a world where higher education has become 
mandatory. Despite the zero-marginal cost world of digital 
distribution, textbook costs have risen 84% in the last de-
cade, according to a U.S. PIRG study. Buying the textbook 
assigned for a course is a calculated risk that most students 
are forced to take, reinforcing the ever-increasing wealth-
gap in our society. 

Fortunately, there might be hope in the near future. On 
October 16, 2015, the Second Circuit Court of Appeals held 
in Authors Guild v. Google, Inc., No. 13–4829-cv, 2015 WL 
6079426, at *20 (S.D.N.Y. Oct. 16, 2015)—a case involving 
Google’s practice of copying books and making excerpts of 
those books available and searchable online for free under 
its “Google Books” platform—that “Google’s unauthorized 
digitizing of copyright-protected works, creation of a search 
functionality, and display of snippets from those works are 
non-infringing fair uses.”

This is a huge win for Google and the public, and it might 
signal that courts are willing to rethink the relationships 
between copyright, fair use, and education. This discussion 
is particularly important now, a time when the need for 
a well-educated population is at an all-time high. Lower-
ing the cost of education for those who seek it is a problem 
we need to tackle from every available angle, and a simple 
place to start would be our primary sources of information. 
When it comes to textbooks, they should be convenient, 
digital, and free. 

from FAIR USE, p. 1

By Pamela Alberca ‘17

It’s that time of the year 
again! UCONN Law’s larg-
est on-campus event, the 
23rd Annual Public Interest 
Law Group (PILG) Auction, 
will take place on Novem-
ber 13, 2015 from 6pm-9pm 
in the Starr Reading Room. 

The PILG Auction is held 
every Fall to help raise mon-
ey for summer stipends for 
law students who devote 
their summers to volunteer-
ing in pubic interest posi-
tions, serving the under-
represented community. 
The very popular event 
consistently has over 250 at-
tendees each year, including 
students, faculty, and local 
practitioners. 

The night consists of both 
a silent and live auction. 
This year, prizes will range 
from a trip to the Caribbean, 

to activities with professors, 
to a signed football from a 
prominent NFL team. Last 
year, audience members 
won action items such as a 
private dinner with Dean 
Fisher, a trip for four to 
Cancun, and various out-
ings with professors such as 
brunches, skiing, and golf-
ing. 

The PILG Auction pro-
vides a nice way to take a 
break from the books and 
enjoy activities with our law 
school peers and professors. 
Donations are still being ac-
cepted, and students are en-
couraged to donate as well. 
Last year, students donated 
unique items and experienc-
es such as sport lessons and 
snow shoveling services. 

The Auction is held for the 
law school, alumni, and lo-
cal community, therefore 
everyone is welcome!

Law students line up to get free food, courtesy of Whole 
Foods, at the Law School’s Earth Day events on April 22, 2015, 

sponsored by EELS.
Photo courtesy of Maxine Segarnick ‘16

By Adam Colorado ‘17

UConn Law is home to many student organizations that promote interests in 
particular fields of law. One such organization is the Energy and Environmental 
Law Society (EELS), which seeks to promote student interest in the energy and 
environmental fields.

“Our principle interest is to educate the law school on just how diverse and 
broad the fields of energy and environmental law are,” stated EELS Co-Presi-
dent, Joseph Mortelliti ‘17. To further this goal, EELS hosts a number of events 
on campus. On October 16, 2015, EELS hosted a conference on historic preser-
vation, and while the spring conference is still in the planning stages, the event 
will likely focus on coastal management and insurance issues. On October 29, 
2015, EELS screened the climate change documentary, “An Inconvenient Truth,” 
which was followed by a discussion with Professor Joseph MacDougald regard-
ing the film and climate law.

This year, EELS is looking to bring a sustainability initiative to UConn Law’s 
campus, funded by its Ignite campaign. According to Co-President Jon Ander-
son ‘17, the goal of the initiative is “to see if the campus can decrease its carbon 
footprint,” which the group would hope to accomplish through sustainability 
measures, including attempting to bring solar panels to the library.

With a leadership of co-presidents, EELS has divided responsibilities between 
Anderson, who concentrates on the energy side, and Mortelliti, who focuses on 
the environmental aspects. While both areas overlap each other, they also touch 
other fields of law and by extension, peoples lives. “People don’t realize how 
many interactions they have on a daily basis these fields,” Anderson noted.

EELS encourages students to get involved with the organization, even if they 
feel they may not be knowledgeable enough about the energy or environmental 
fields. “Even if you don’t think you know something about energy or environ-
mental law, you probably do,” said Mortielli. Any students interested in EELS 
should feel free to visit its Facebook or Ignite pages, or contact either co-presi-
dent with questions.

Make sure to attend the Annual 
Connecticut Law Review Sympoisum 

on Friday, November 6, 2015!

Speakers will include Connecticut Governor 
Dannel Malloy, the Honorable Stefan Underhill 

(D.Conn.), and several prominent law professors 
and practitioners. By Joe Gasser ‘16

Over the weekend of October 24th and 25th, four UConn Law students com-
peted and made the semi-finals round in the NYC Queens County District At-
torney’s Office Mock Trial Competition!

The competitors were Abigail Bellafatto ‘16, Joshua Correia ‘17, Aniello Fran-
zese ‘16, and Chris Stanton ‘16. The travel team was coached by Attorney David 
Houf ‘09 of Sharp Shields & Smith (Zurich), and by Attorney Shannon Daley 
‘14, Assistant Corporate Counsel, Bronx NYC.

The fact pattern was a murder case, and the case was tried under New York 
law. All rounds were held in courtrooms in the Queens County Criminal Court 
building, New York City. 

Rounds were presided over by Supreme Court and Criminal Court judges. 
Jury members for each round consisted of Queens County District Attorneys 
and NYPD officers and Police Academy cadets. Jury members deliberated and 
provided a verdict and attorney feedback after each round.

The team successfully won the jury verdict for every case they tried! They 
were knocked out in the semifinals through attorney scoring alone.

Look out for an e-mail regarding applications for spring 2016 tournaments. 
All students who have participated in DAVIS are eligible to apply.

UConn Law Travel Mock Trial Team Makes Semifinals in the 
NYC Queens Mock Trial Tournament

From left to right: Chris Stanton ‘16, Abbie Bellafatto ‘16, 
Honorable Ronald B. Hollie, Niel Franzese ‘16, Josh Correia ‘17.
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By Mike DiPietro ‘17

Originally, this was supposed to 
be a rant about emails. If you’ve ever 
logged into your UConn email, you 
know what I’m talking about. If you 
haven’t, prepare to have an anxiety 
attack the second you do (also, come 
talk to me about how you managed to 
wait this long . . . I want to hear your 
technique). The deluge is constant. 
Sometimes I hear the ‘new message’ 
sound in my dreams, only to wake up 
to a full inbox. It’s literally a nightmare 
come true. But then I realized some-
thing: they are examples of the unique 
opportunities we have as students at 
UConn Law. 

Last year, if you told me I’d be ex-

periencing FOMO (fear of missing 
out) in regards to student organiza-
tion meetings, I would have called 
you crazy. Not because I didn’t want 
to attend them, but because you could 
go to them all—there were not many, 
and they rarely conflicted. Now, how-
ever, I regularly find myself trying to 
be in two places at once or prioritizing 
where I’d most like to be. 

It’s not just student organizations, 
though. The Law School’s efforts to 
bring new clinics to campus and ac-
commodate a wide range of extern-
ships allow students to get hands-on 
experience in practice areas that they 
are actually interested in, instead of 
forcing them into whatever limited 
options are available. In large part, the 

ability for the Law School to do this is 
thanks to our location.

Geographically, the Law School is 
perfectly situated -being in a state’s 
capital comes with access to intern-
ships and externships that are unparal-
leled, and being in a small state’s capi-
tal only enhances that. And, what’s 
not happening in Hartford is probably 
only a short commute away. Hartford 
can also boast a fairly robust private 
sector, allowing students to experience 
both public and private opportunities 
all in the same city. 

It’s exciting to see how many oppor-
tunities are at our front door, and just 
how well poised we are to take full ad-
vantage of them. 

Diary of the New Guy: Transfer From Albany 
Takes on UConn Law Community Emails

By Madiha Malik ‘16

This is a new column that will discuss 
the experiences of students in the Se-
mester in D.C. Program as they navi-
gate government agencies and learn the 
quirks that come along with living in the 

nation’s capital.

Students in the Semester in D.C. 
program had the opportunity to at-
tend an oral argument at the U.S. Su-
preme Court on Wednesday, October 
14th. The group heard oral argu-
ments in Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission v. Electric Power Sup-
ply Association. 

After oral arguments concluded, 
students were taken on a Curator’s 
Tour of the Supreme Court, during 
which they visited the courtroom, 
the Supreme Court library, and vari-
ous conference rooms, and heard 
about the architectural history of 
the Court. 

During the tour, students learned 
about various aspects of the Court, 
ranging from discussions of how opin-
ions are crafted to the secret Supreme 
Court Justice handshake to the junior 
justice’s duties including taking lunch 
orders for the remaining justices. 

“I came away from the visit with a 
much better understanding of how 
the Court functions, having attended 
the oral argument and hearing both 
historical and present day stories 
about the Court and its justices,” re-
counted Madeline Korber ’16, who 
is interning that the Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS).  

Following the Tour, students met 
with Scott Harris, the Clerk of the 
United States Supreme Court. Harris 
gave an overview of the work he did 
at the Court and answered student’s 

questions.

Semester in D.C. Program: UConn Law Visits 
the United States Supreme Court

By Drew Manning ‘18

Law students have enough work to 
fill their days, but everybody needs a 
break once in a while. What do UCo-
nn Law students do when they are 
not studying? I asked several students 
on campus what they like to do for a 
break from the books, and this is what 
they had to say:

“Play the violin”
 - Navid Wheeler ‘17
“Play with puppies” 
 - Sara Selmanaj ‘17
“Play with my cat” 
 - Rebekah Black ‘18
“Listen to Spotify” 
 - Michael Rondon ‘18
“Watch 30 Rock” 
 - Lauren Fazzino ‘18
“Play Madden” 
 - Rohan Kapur ‘18

UConn Law students like to relax. 
Whether they make music, stream 
music, play their favorite games or 
TV shows, or play with their pets, 
they manage to release a little steam 
after long days of studying, and their 
hobbies help to give them the balance 
they need to succeed.

Law Students: 
What Are Your 

Study Break 
Habits?

Donate Blood for the 
American Red Cross Blood Drive!

By Cassandra Dulepski ‘18

The American Red Cross will be hold-
ing a blood drive on Tuesday, December 
1, 2015, from 12:30pm-6:00 pm the Starr 
Reading Room. 

Donating blood is a simple way to make a big difference in someone’s life. In 
the United States alone, five million patients need blood each year and one pint 
of blood can save up to three lives. 

The drive, organized by Jessica Zajac ‘17, Cassandra Dulepski ‘18, Kailee Wil-
son ‘17, and Matthew Muttart ‘17, is open to students, faculty, and staff. If you 
are interested in donating blood, you can sign up online by going to www.red-
cross.org and using the sponsor code UCONNLAW. There will also be sign up 
tables in the library lounge leading up to the drive, dates TBA. For questions, 
comments, or feedback, e-mail jessica.zajac@uconn.edu.

Semester in D.C. students and Professor Richard Parker 
pose in front of the United States Supreme Court.

Photo courtesy of Kacie Emerick ‘17

CONGRATS to the 10th Annual William R. Davis 
Mock Trial Competition 

CHAMPIONS Jessica Colin-Greene & Kara Zarchin, 
and BEST ADVOCATE Michael Rondon!!!

Davis Champions 
Jessica Colin-Greene and Kara Zarchin
Photo via UConn Law Facebook Page

On-Campus Moments
Professor 

Willajeanne McLean 
spoke to students on 

Thursday, October 
15th about jewelry 
and trademarks for 

the Intellectual 
Property and Tech-

nology Law Society’s 
(IPTLS) final install-

ment of its fun and 
educational Four 

Minute Lecture Series.

Photo via UConn 
Law Facebook Page

Assistant Public 
Defender Mark 
Rademacher presents 
his oral argument in 
State v. Davalloo, as 
part of the annual 
Connecticut Supreme 
Court on Circuit 
program where the 
Connecticut Supreme 
Court hears two oral 
arguments on  the 
Law School campus.

Photo via UConn 
Law Facebook Page


