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Eds. Note: Pro Se would like to thank 
Prof. Wu for providing these responses.

What do you think are your biggest 
accomplishments?

While I can’t take full credit, un-
doubtedly the successful populariza-
tion of Net Neutrality, and its enact-
ment into law in the U.S. and overseas 
has been my greatest accomplishment.  
I’m also very proud of my book, “The 
Master Switch,” and a few other things 
I’ve written. On the personal side, 
like any father, I’m the most proud of 
my daughter. I’ve also climbed a few 
mountains that were tough.

What prompted your interest in net 
neutrality?

Working in Silicon Valley during the 
first dot com boom, and knowing a 

bit about telecom law, I saw what was 
coming.

What was the biggest learning expe-
rience you had as a young attorney?

Without question, it was clerking in 
the federal courts and realizing, unlike 
in law school, that in normal cases the 
facts are everything.

What advice do you have to offer 
this year’s graduating class?

You’ll see! Don’t want to give ev-
erything away. But my speech will be 
about the 5 years after law school.

What is your biggest regret in your 
career?

Well it isn’t really a regret, but part of 
me always wanted to work in the crim-

inal side of the law but I got caught up 
in other things and didn’t make that 
my career. Perhaps all the TV shows 
influenced me in this regard.

Where do you see the future of the le-
gal profession going?

I think and hope that the worst is 
over. The American economy is con-
tinuing to expand, and new and grow-
ing businesses need lawyers. So while 
I’m not bullish exactly, I’d say that the 
legal profession, after adjustment, will 
continue to grow.

What advice would you give to grad-
uating students who don’t have a job?

There are few things more painful, 
but remember that, in time, you will get 
a job, so long as you put in the work.

Pro Se Interviews Keynote Speaker Columbia Professor Timothy Wu

By Nina Pelc-Faszcza

At this year’s commencement cere-
mony, one student will speak as a rep-
resentative for each graduating class. 
These students were nominated and 
elected by their fellow classmates. To 
learn a little more about the speakers, 
Pro Se sat down with them to reflect 
upon their time at UConn Law.

Bill Rath, 3LD
Before coming to UConn Law, Bill 

Rath had a completely different career; 
he was one of three partners in an envi-
ronmental consulting business where 
he dealt with environmental issues re-
lating to asbestos, lead paint, and PCBs 
(polychlorinated biphenyls, obvious-
ly). Rath reached a point, however, 
where he wanted to make a change. In 
his environmental consulting business, 
“you clean up the mess,” Rath said, 
“and as a lawyer, I thought I could help 
keep the mess from happening in the 

first place.”

Rath was also drawn to the study of 
law because of its stark contrast with 
his environmental consulting work 
and engineering background. “One of 
the things I love about the law is the 
liberal arts aspect. It’s a completely dif-
ferent way of thinking, which is why 
I’m here. I wanted to learn how to 
think differently, to think better.”

Because of his environmental back-
ground, Rath came to the Law School 
with an eye on environmental law and 
completed the Energy and Environ-
mental Law Certificate.

Rath chose to attend UConn Law 
because of his Connecticut residency 
and UConn’s tuition waiver program 
for wartime veterans; Rath was in the 
Navy during the Vietnam War, where 
he did submarine service. While at 
UConn Law, Rath has been nothing 

but happy and positive about his expe-
rience. “My favorite part of law school 
was really just being in college,” he re-
marked. “I did my undergraduate de-
gree at night, so I never became a part 
of a student body, never got to know 
professors, never really got to know 
my classmates.” 

At UConn Law, however, Rath noted 
that he has really loved getting to know 
his classmates, his professors, and the 
administrators. “My classmates are 
wonderful people, I love them,” he 
stated enthusiastically. In addition to 
just being a friendly guy, Rath has been 
heavily involved on campus as a mem-
ber of the SBA and the Dean’s Council. 
“My goal was to interface as much as 
possible between my classmates and 
the administration,” said Rath.

As for post-graduate plans, for now 
Rath has his sights on studying for the 
bar exam, 
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2012
August 24, 2012: Lance 

Armstrong Stripped of 7 
Tour de France Titles and 
Receives Lifetime Ban from 
Cycling

October 29, 2012:  Super-
storm Sandy Slams East 
Coast

November 6, 2012:  Obama 
Reelected

December 14, 2012:  Gun-
man Kills 20 Children and 6 
Teachers at Sandy Hook El-
ementary School

2013
January 1, 2013:  Fiscal 

Cliff Deal Approved

January 23, 2013: Pentagon 
Overturns Ban on Women in 
Combat Positions

February 8, 2013: “Bliz-
zard of 2013” Hits North-
eastern United States

February 10, 2013:  Carni-
val Cruise Ship Looses Pow-
er for 4 Days in the Gulf of 
Mexico

February 15, 2013:  South 
African Sprinter Oscar Pisto-
rius Charged with the Mur-
der of His Girlfriend 

March 13, 2013: Cardinal 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio of Ar-
gentina Elected Pope, Takes 
Name Francis

April 15, 2013:  Bombing 
at Boston Marathon Kills 3, 
Injures Over 140

May 6, 2013: Three Wom-
en in Cleveland Freed From 
Captivity

June 24, 2013: Edward 
Snowden Leaks Details of 
Top-Secret U.S. and British 
Mass Surveillance Programs

June 26, 2013: Supreme 
Court Strikes Down Defense 
of Marriage Act

July 3, 2013: Egyptian 
President Mohamad Mursi 
Overthrown

July 13, 2013: George Zim-
merman Acquitted in Shoot-
ing of Trayvon Martin

July 22, 2013: Prince 
George of Cambridge Born

September 16, 2013:  Gun-
man and 12 Victims Killed in 
Shooting at D.C. Navy Yard

October 1, 2013: Govern-

ment Shutdown

October 1, 2013: Health-
care.gov Website Launches, 
Crashes

November 30, 2013: Fast 
& Furious Star Paul Walker 
Dies in Car Crash

December 5, 2013:  Nelson 
Mandela Dies at age 95

2014
February 7–23, 2014:  Win-

ter Olympics Held in Sochi, 
Russia

March 8, 2014: Malaysia 
Airlines Flight 370 Disap-
pears

April 7–8, 2014: Twin Na-
tional Title Victories for 
UConn Huskies’ Basketball 
Teams

June 30, 2014: Supreme 
Court Justices Rule in Favor 
of Hobby Lobby, Dealing 
Blow to Birth Control Cov-
erage

July 13, 2014: Germany 
Defeats Argentina to Win 
World Cup

July 17, 2014: Malaysia 

Airlines Flight 17 Shot Down 
Over Ukraine

August 2, 2014: American 
Doctor Infected with Ebola 
Returns to U.S.

August 10, 2014:  ALS Ice 
Bucket Challenge Goes Viral

August 11, 2014:  Robin 
Williams Commits Suicide

November 10, 2014: Bill 
Cosby Rape Allegations 
Spread Like Wildfire

November 12, 2014:  Phi-
lae Probe Lands on Comet

December 3, 2014:  Pro-
tests over Deaths of Eric 
Garner and Michael Brown 
Spread Nationwide

December 17, 2014:  New 
York’s Premier of Sony Film 
“The Interview” Cancelled 
Amid Threats from Hackers

2015
February 20, 2015:  ISIS Re-

cruits: Young Women Flee 
Home to Join Terror Group

April 15, 2015:  Former 
New England Patriots Tight 
End Aaron Hernandez Con-

victed of First De-
gree Murder.

April 29, 2015:  
Baltimore Orioles 
Play in Complete-
ly Empty Stadium 
Following Riots

May 2, 2015: 
Princess Charlotte 
of Cambridge 
Born

May 17, 2015: 
UConn Law Cele-
brates 92nd Com-
mencement! 
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Getting to Know the Class Elected Speakers
and he 
is look-

ing forward to his planned trip to Peru 
in August. Rath is also considering the 
L.L.M. degree in Energy and Environ-
mental Law, which is a brand new pro-
gram offered by the Law School. 

Rath is thrilled to have been nomi-
nated and chosen to speak at gradua-
tion as the 3L class representative. And 
as for his parting words upon gradua-
tion, Rath has the following to say 
to the UConn administration and 
community: “Thank you for letting 
me play in your sandbox.”

Sidd Sinha, 4LE
Sidd Sinha joined the part-time 

evening division at UConn Law in 
the fall of 2011, maintaining his full-
time employment while attending 
law school. Sinha moved to Con-
necticut in 2008, after receiving his 
undergraduate degree from the 
University of Texas Austin, to work 
as a Production Assistant at ESPN. 
Sinha still works full-time at ESPN, 
where he was promoted to an As-
sociate Producer during his first 
year of law school.  In May 2014, he 
earned a Sports Emmy.

“I actually realized I wanted to 
go to law school when I did a logic 
game section of the LSAT for fun, and 
loved it,” he said. Like many of us, 
Sinha chose to attend UConn because 
of the excellent value for the legal edu-
cation here. “Ultimately, the value I 
would get at UConn made me realize 
it was a perfect fit, since I could work 
through law school and would not 
need to take out any loans,” Sinha ex-
plained.

Sinha completed the Intellectual 
Property Certificate at UConn Law 
and particularly enjoys copyright and 
trademark law, as well as labor law. 
Sinha is also the Technology Editor of 
Pro Se.

When asked what he has enjoyed 
most about his legal education at UCo-
nn Law, Sinha said that he truly en-
joyed learning from our excellent pro-
fessors. “I think the passion that I saw 
in my professors was very inspiring,” 
he said. “There were so many classes 
that I was grateful to have taken and I 
appreciate every professor that pushed 
me to think more critically, write more 
clearly, or simply develop better argu-
ments,” explained Sinha.

Sinha plans to keep working at ESPN 
after graduation and plans to use his 

J.D. “to focus on legal issues to gener-
ate content for the [the] production de-
partment.” Sinha also has bigger goals 
for the future. He explained: “Ideally, 
I would like to use my law degree to 
be in the front office of a professional 
sports franchise or a league itself.” He 
plans on taking the bar exam for Con-
necticut, New York, or Texas next Feb-
ruary.

“I’m a dreamer and I don’t know 

what my end achievements will be,” 
Sinha remarked, “but I know whatever 
I do end up pursuing and succeeding 
at will be because of the time I was for-
tunate enough to have spent at UConn 
Law.”

Monica Vargas, LLM
Monica Vargas, a native of Colom-

bia, came to UConn Law in the spring 
of 2014 to pursue her L.L.M. degree. 
Vargas graduated from law school in 
Colombia at the impressive age of 20, 
and practiced law there for ten years, 
primarily in the areas of regulatory 
compliance and contract law. 

 
In her field of transactional law, 

Vargas started to understand that an 
American cultural experience and an 
L.L.M degree from a United States 
university would be beneficial. “Hav-
ing a degree from the U.S. and being 
exposed to American law, and having 
proficiency in English, helps a lot in 
your career,” she explained.

One of the main reasons Vargas 
chose to attend UConn Law was be-
cause it offers an environment where 
L.L.M. and J.D. students are more or 
less educated together. “I didn’t want 
to just go to an L.L.M. program where 

they put international students in one 
corner and everyone else in another,” 
she said. “The best way to understand 
the legal system is if you can think to-
gether and share ideas between class-
es,” explained Vargas.

At UConn Law, Vargas has truly en-
joyed immersing herself in the Ameri-
can culture and gaining a better per-
spective and understanding of our legal 
system. Vargas noted: “I’ve learned the 

beauty of the American sys-
tem. Although it’s very dif-
ferent from what I’m used 
to and I still sometimes feel 
like an outsider in many 
ways, I’ve learned a lot 
about how Americans think, 
how the culture works, and 
how that’s reflected in the 
law. I am a huge admirer of 
the trial and corporate law 
systems here.”

Additionally, Vargas ex-
plained that she likes the 
American legal system be-
cause of the wide variety 
of options it creates for law 
graduates. As Vargas re-
marked, “America is a mar-
ket of opportunities. If you 

practice law in a country like 
mine, your options are much 

more restricted. Here, you can do so 
many things. You don’t even have to 
be a lawyer!”

Vargas has enjoyed her time over the 
past year and a half at UConn Law, and 
mentioned that she specifically appre-
ciated getting to know the professors at 
the Law School. In Colombia, she ex-
plained, professors are fairly inacces-
sible; at UConn, she was able to learn 
from and engage directly with our top-
notch educators.

Unlike many L.L.M. students, Vargas 
plans to stay and practice in the United 
States after she graduates. She is fo-
cused for now on studying for the New 
York bar exam, and hopes to later find 
a job in either New York or Washing-
ton, D.C., where she hopes to practice 
transactional law.

Speaking for the L.L.M. class and 
international students generally, Var-
gas commented, “I’m so glad that the 
UConn community has embraced us, 
and that we are all a part of the Husky 
family.”

from Speakers, p. 1

Preparations for Today’s Graduation
Photo via Liz O’Donnell

A lot has changed in the last three years. Below is a list of forty things that happened since we 
began at UConn Law. Will you remember them ten years from now? 
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By  Sarah Jane Ricciardi

I’m pretty excited about this whole 
g r a d u a t i n g 
law school 
thing. We’re 
going to have 
letters after 
our names! 
When I picked 
up my cap and 
gown, the tag 
on the gown 
said “DOC-
TOR.” That’s 

pretty darn epic. Granted, we aren’t 
going to be doctors, which is probably 
a good thing considering most of us 
lack basic math and science skills. But 
we will have doctorates! And that is 
just badass.  

While I should probably be more 

worried about bar preparation and 
finding a job, my main concern is what 
I’m supposed to call myself over the 
next few months. Am a lawyer? I have 
a law degree. I feel qualified―kind of.  
I’m always answering my friends’ le-
gal questions. . . . Though, they should 
really not be comfortable taking my 
advice (like seriously, ignore every-
thing that I say).  

So what happens this summer when 
I’m sitting at a bar daintily sipping 
an Irish Car Bomb and an incredibly 
handsome stranger asks me what I do 
for a living? “I’m almost a lawyer?” 
That seems like a jinx waiting to hap-
pen. “I’m hoping to be a lawyer?” 
That’s rather pessimistic . . . not to 
mention completely accurate. Maybe I 
should just avoid answering altogeth-
er. An unemployed law grad screams 
three words: broke as &#%$.  

It’s actually kind of incredible how 
little I’m worth at the moment. My 
pog collection is probably more valu-
able than I am. But at least I’m aware 
of my utter lack of money. In fact, I’ve 
become super frugal. Every time I’m at 
Starbucks, I stuff a few half-and-half’s 
in my bra―and I drink my coffee 
black. The Half Door has been supply-
ing me with toilet paper for months. 
I’ve even gotten into the habit of tak-
ing handfuls of toothpicks with me as 
I leave restaurants (where I order wa-
ter and eat bar nuts). During my last 
exam, I put like six extra bluebooks 
in my bag―I’m not sure why, but it 
seemed like a good idea at the time.    

Suffice it to say, I’m a real penny-
pincher nowadays. You know, aside 
from that epic bar trip I’ve been plan-
ning for the past three years. First-class 
ticket to New Zealand? Yes, please.

Diary of a GRADUATE: Peace Out 

Op-Ed: A Reflection on Life at UConn Law
By Jim Anderson

Outgoing SBA President

As the summer winds 
down in late August of each 
year, a new group of stu-
dents takes their seats in the 
Reading Room of Starr Hall.  
The first day of orientation, 
quickly followed by the first 
day of classes, marks a new 
beginning―strangers from 
incredibly diverse back-
grounds come together to 
embark on the journey that 
is law school.  

Though the early days at 
UConn Law can bring with 
them uncertainty coupled 
with a sense that the cases, 
lectures, briefs, study ses-
sions, and job searches will 
never end, they are also 
filled with opportunity.

The greatest opportunity 
of the UConn Law experi-
ence is to be surrounded by 
such intelligent, creative, 
and successful people.  We 
are lucky to have been able 
to share the experience to-
gether and to have learned 

something from each other 
over our time at UConn 
Law.  

Building relationships 
with other students is vi-
tally important to making 
the most of this opportunity.  
From getting through tough 
concepts (see Rule Against 
Perpetuities) to celebrating 
a good grade or an intern-
ship offer with a classmate, 
many of the moments we’ve 
shared and relationships 
we’ve formed will last well 
into our continuing profes-

sional and personal lives.
Congratulations to the 

Class of 2015.  Spending the 
last three years together has 
been an incredible privi-
lege, and I can’t wait to see 
what the future has in store 
for each one of us.  We’ve 
worked hard to get to where 
we are today, let’s make the 
most of this opportunity and 
show the world what UCo-
nn Law is all about.


