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By Shikha Patel ‘17

Every year at graduation, three student speakers are elected by their peers to 
deliver Commencement speeches. Pro Se got the chance to catch up with the J.D. 
day division speaker, Zachary Alexander, the J.D. evening division speaker, Kel-
echi Ndu, and the LL.M. speaker, Paolo Trofino, about their future plans, best law 
school experiences, and more.

For Zak Alexander, UConn Law was not only 
the perfect option because his wife was attending 
UConn medical school, but also because he was 
already quite familiar with the campus, as his fa-
ther used to be the electrician for the Law School 
when he was younger. “I already had fond mem-
ories of coming to the campus with my dad,” said 
Alexander, “but along with that the architecture 
always impressed me compared to a lot of the 
other law schools.”

The best thing about law school, for Alexander, 
has been the other students. “Coming into law 
school, you hear all these stories about how cut-
throat law students are,” Alexander explained, 
“but it really hasn’t been like that at all. I don’t 
think I have ever had a negative experience with 
a fellow student, and in fact they were always 
willing to help me out if I needed anything.” Alexander has also been able to form 
a little community of friends who regularly go to the law school gym together.

Alexander shared how during his 1L orientation, Professor Paul Chill made a 
comment that resonated with him throughout his time in law school. “Professor 
Chill said to just exercise,” said Alexander. Since then Alexander has made an ef-
fort to take some time out during the day to step away from his work to clear his 
head, take care of himself, and gain some perspective. So far it has helped him, 
and he intends on continuing doing this in the future.

Immediately after graduation, Alexander will be clerking for Justice Peter Za-
rella at the Connecticut Supreme Court for a year. He will be taking the Connecti-
cut bar exam in July and plans on joining Day Pitney LLP as an associate in the 
fall of 2017. see SPEAKERS, p. 2

Commencement 2016
A Farewell from Dean Fisher

Dear New Graduates:

We are proud to wish you well as you 
now launch your careers. We know 
you have worked hard to prepare for 
your next steps. It has been a pleasure 
to take this part of your journey with 
you. Along the way, we have tried to 
pass on an ethic of 
life-long learning that 
will strengthen and 
reward you through 
new jobs and careers 
in the decades ahead.

 
As you move to 

your next chapter, 
we hope you carry a 
few important mes-
sages with you. First, 
remember that your 
reputation for hon-
esty is all-important. 
People will forget 
how well or badly 
you handled a matter 
but will long remem-
ber how you handled 
a difficult ethical situation. 

 
Second, we have talked with you at 

length about the values and skills that 
drive your career choices. But be sure 
to build relationships with the people 
you work with. Your happiness and 
the pleasure you gain from your good 

work will depend in large part on 
whether you enjoy where you work. If 
you don’t feel a good personal and cul-
tural fit with your colleagues, not only 
will you not feel rewarded, you will 
have trouble performing well. 

Third, stay in touch with each other. 
You can be resources to 
each other for decades. 
You are lucky to know 
such intelligent and in-
teresting people, and to 
know them so well. 

 
Finally, take chances. 

Most of the feedback 
you have received in law 
school has been on anal-
ysis and communica-
tion. In the years ahead 
your ambitions will 
matter more than ever. 
You will earn new op-
portunities for growth 
and reward in propor-
tion to how much you 
put yourself out there.  

 
As you know, this is the end of my 

first three years as Dean. As much of a 
privilege it has been to preside over this 
great school, it has also been a privilege 
to watch you and get to know so many 
of you as you turned into lawyers be-
fore our very eyes. Congratulations!

By Alexis Beyerlein ‘16

How did you feel about being honored at this year’s 
Commencement?

I think very highly of UConn Law. I think that I 
received great training there, and it opened so many 
doors for me personally and professionally. I have 
tremendous regard for the school and all of the peo-
ple there. So it feels great to be honored by the school.

Thinking back to your own graduation, what were 
your thoughts?

I was happy to complete law school. Usually grad-
uation is this completely joyful time, but for law stu-
dents there is this cloud handing over your heads; 
you have this event, the bar, coming to head. Still it 

was just great to finish that chapter in my life.

What did you do to get you through that bar prepa-
ration period?

When preparing for the bar, I always tried to get 
some exercise. I would go out for a run or play tennis. 
I always tried to make sure that I had some energy 
by taking a study break, going out, and doing some-
thing.

Starting out as a young attorney, what is the best 
piece of advice you received?

The best advice I got was when I became the Unit-
ed States Attorney here, I went to Washington to meet 
with some Justice Department people. I met with 
Dave Margolis, who had been a Justice Department 
lawyer for decades. He was kind of a legendary fig-
ure and I asked him this question about how to start 
this very imposing job. He said to trust your instincts. 
If you make a mistake, make it because you made the 
decision, not because someone else made it. Make the 
decision because it is your own not someone else’s. 
To be United States Attorney you should already 
have pretty good instincts. So, for law students start-
ing out, make your own decisions. Get the most in-
formation you can and just make sure that decision 
is your own.

Are there any other traits that you think young attor-
neys can start developing early on as part of working 
towards being a great attorney?

The innate gifts that you have are important to be-
ing successful: being intelligent, hardworking, hav-
ing perseverance. But I do think that especially for 
trial lawyers what defines you as a good trial law-
yer is the practice. You become better the more you 
do it, which can be hard early on because there are 
not always opportunities to get that experience. So 
if you want to be a trial attorney or appellate attor-
ney, it is important to get the opportunity to prac-

tice, to be in court early on, or to get close to it as 
soon as possible. To be good at something you 
have to do it and you really have to work at it, and 
the only person that can do that work is yourself.

On a lighter note, Batman vs. Superman: who is the 
better superhero and why?

Superman because he stands for truth, justice, and 
the American way.

What is the funniest thing that someone has ever 
said in court?

I would say that one of the funnier things that hap-
pened was at my expense. I was a CJA defense law-
yer, and I was giving my summation in front of the 
jury. I asked the question: “Are you going to believe 
the government when they pulled this stunt during 
the trial?” One of the jurors started nodding at me as 
if yes I am; that kind of threw me for a loop. 

If you could have dinner with any three people, dead 
or alive, who would you choose?

Winston Churchill. Mickey Mantle. Bobby Orr.

If you could have any superpower, what would it be 
and why?

To throw a hundred mile an hour fastball so that I 
could be a starting pitcher on the New York Yankees.

Finally, do you have any other advice that you do 
not think that you will be able to fit into your Com-
mencement speech that you would like to convey to 
students?

Enjoy the friendships that you have created with 
your fellow students. It has been a busy three years 
for you all, and I think that the friendships that you 
made during law school will endure throughout the 
rest of your personal and professional life. It is some-
times hard to appreciate that with how busy you are, 
but you will appreciate as you go on in life.

Pro Se Interviews Keynote 
Speaker, the Honorable 
Christopher Droney ‘79

The Honorable Christopher Droney ‘79 on campus in the Starr 
Reading Room in 2012, being honored as the recipient of 

Connecticut Law Review ‘s annual Alumni Award.
Photo via www.law.uconn.edu.
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By Yekaterina Bychko ‘17

The world DOES keep spinning while we tackle law school. Here are some of 
the top news headlines since the graduates of the class of 2016 began law school.

2013:
• Edward Snowden releases confidential information showing NSA violations 

of privacy, then flees to Russia!
• Boston Marathon Bombing brothers were identified and rounded up 3 days 

after the tragedy thanks to the unified efforts of Bostonians and surrounding 
areas

• Pope Benedict XVI stepped down and Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio be-
came Pope Francis, the first non-European pontiff of the modern era and the 
first from Latin America

• The Royal Baby Arrives: Duke and Duchess of Cambridge (Prince William 
and Kate Middleton) have a baby, named Prince George Alexander Louis

• 50th Anniversary of the Civil Rights Movement + 50 years since MLK Jr. 
wrote infamous letter from Birmingham jail

• Florida v. George Zimmerman: the shooting of Treyvon Martin was one of 
the tragedies which began the national debates on racial profiling, stand your 
ground laws, and police brutality

2014:
• EBOLA: epidemic takes over Africa and America prepares for the worst  
• War in Ukraine: Putin flexes his power 
• ISIS comes to power 
• Winter Olympics in Sochi and World Cup in Brazil
• Ferguson, Missouri rallies 
• Robin Williams takes his life in early stages of Parkinson’s  
• European Space Agency lands spacecraft on moving comet during the Ro-

setta Mission
• Obama announces Cuban relations will be restored
• The Ice Bucket Challenge

2015:
• As Caitlyn Jenner, Bruce Jenner publicly begins her journey into womanhood  
• The Royal Baby #2: Princess Charlotte Elizabeth Diana
• David Letterman retires
• Misty Copeland named American Ballet Theatre’s principal dancer, the first 

African-American female to be given the honor in the company’s 75-year his-
tory  

• The Pope visited the U.S. and shut down D.C. as he drove around in his 
Pope-mobile  

• Gay marriage is legalized federally: Obergefell v. Hodges
• Trumped: Donald Trump stumps the U.S. population with his continued po-

litical support  
• Star Wars: The Force Awakens Opening Breaks All-time Record 
• Disney bans the selfie stick
• Paris is attacked  

2016: 
• Zika Virus spreads throughout South America infecting mothers and causing 

birth fatalities 
• Chris Christie endorses Trump while seemingly held hostage  
• Bernie Sanders refuses to endorse Hillary Clinton  
• Leo wins an Oscar (finally!!)
• Free the Nipple: campaign resurges to tackle the stigma associated with fe-

male topless-ness.
• Chris Rock hosts the 88th Academy Awards and addresses the lack of non-

white acting nominees; actors and actresses boycott Oscars. 
• Apple refuses to assist the FBI in hacking an iPhone used in an investigation  
• Elon Musk debuts an affordable Tesla: the Model 3  
• Donald Trump might actually be President

Headlines: The Last 
Three Years in a NutshellKelechi Ndu, the evening divi-

sion class speaker, always wanted 
to go to an evening division program. “When I did my re-
search, I saw UConn Law was one the highest ranked for 

the evening division,” said 
Ndu. Looking back at his 
years here, Ndu shared how 
one of the fondest memories 
he has from law school has 
been meeting his fiancé in 
a class they were taking to-
gether.

“The best advice I received 
was from Adjunct Professor 
Daniel Gottfried, during a 
tax law panel,” shared Ndu. 
“He said that the new grads 
today have to find their way 
a lot more than did the grads 
in the past. So I guess the ad-
vice I took away from that 

was not to just sit around, but to make moves!”

Upon graduation, Ndu will be working at The Hartford as 
the Assistant Director of Tax Compliance. “Although things 
may change once I pass the Connecticut bar exam, the short 
term plan is to work at The Hartford,” Ndu explained.

Paolo Trofino, the graduating LL.M. class speaker and a na-
tive of Italy, decided to attend UConn Law not only because 
it offered one of the very few Insurance LL.M. programs in 
the country, but also because of the school’s close proxim-
ity to New York City. “With the city only 2 hours away and 
the factor of being on such a beautiful campus, UConn just 

seemed like the best to me,” said Trofino.

The most memorable experiences Trofino has had during 
law school have been linked to the times he spent with all the 
other International students. “We are all here without fam-
ily, so we try to be each other’s family. My favorite moment 
was probably the first time we all met during orientation. 
Imagine a room full of students from all over the world with 
nothing in common, except that we were all here to study 
law,” explained Trofino. 

One thing that has resonated with Trofino since he started 
law school goes back to an initial conversation he shared 
with Dean Timothy Fisher. 
“I truthfully told him I was 
scared of failing because 
the books, syllabus, and 
readings were all very over-
whelming,” said Trofino. 
Dean Fisher assured Tro-
fino that at UConn Law, “we 
never leave a single student 
behind.” “In that moment 
that statement helped me,” 
Trofino shared. “I realized 
that sentence was not just 
empty words, but it was 
true. So I am very thankful 
to the Dean!”

After graduation, Trofino 
plans to complete his experi-
ence in the United States by 
working here for a year, and then eventually return back to 
Europe. 

By Nina Pelc-Faszcza ‘16

As we cross the stage as law stu-
dents and enter the legal profession 
as lawyers, it’s hard not to think about 
jobs. Because employment can feel 
very uncertain and like a big mystery, 
Pro Se sat down with Michele Hoff, 
Associate Director of Career Plan-
ning, to discuss what Career Planning 
knows about employment for the 
class of 2016. 

Unfortunately, Career Planning’s 
data on our class is not yet complete 
or accurate, so for now we are left to 
hope and guess how our class will 
look a handful of months from now 
on the employment front. However, 
confirmed ten-months-out employ-
ment statistics for the Class of 2015 
have just come in, and shed some 
great light on the legal market and the 
employment potential for the Class of 
2016. “We are expecting the 2016 class 
to look as good as, if not a little better 
than, the class of 2015,” said Hoff. 

For the Class of 2015, there was a 
notable increase in the long-term, full-
time, J.D. required or J.D. advantage 
jobs, both at graduation and at the 
ten-months-out mark. “If you com-
pare 2013 with 2015, we’re looking at a 
10% increase in [the J.D. required] job 
category,” Hoff noted. “We have also 
seen an overall percentage increase in 
people taking private practice posi-
tions.” Moreover, there is almost an 
8% total increase in the number of 
students employed ten months after 
graduation (92.6% of the Class of 2015 
is currently employed).

While a significant portion of the 
Class of 2016 is still seeking em-
ployment, and not having a job at 
graduation can be worrisome, Ca-
reer Planning wants to make clear to 
those students that it is not yet time 
to panic. “Something for the Class of 
2016 to understand is that if you are 
much like the Class of 2015, many of 
them secured jobs at midsized and 
small firms between July and Octo-
ber,” she said. “It’s just a timing issue 
for people who are looking in that 
arena.” Although small and midsize 
firms do sometimes hire new associ-
ates before the fall, “it doesn’t hap-
pen with a great deal of regularity,”
Hoff explained.  

“Even in the best of years, only 65-
70% of students will have jobs at gradu-
ation. So many employers don’t know 
their needs at that time.” Hoff cau-
tioned all students against looking at 
graduation employment numbers as 
any indication of the class’ or your own 
success. “In many ways, focusing on 
that number at graduation is an unre-
alistic idea of what the legal market can 
actually provide, because a lot of great 
opportunities just aren’t ready yet,” she 
said. For the Class of 2015, over 40% of 
students found their employment after 
graduation.

In addition, for students interested 
in a firm job, Hoff urges graduates to 
apply to open positions even if they 
advertise an amount of experience not 
yet acquired. “More and more firms are 
realizing that it’s difficult to find a good 
candidate with that ideal two to four 
years of experience,” Hoff explained. 
“If you have a lot of practical experience 
through internships or externships, try 
applying to jobs requiring some experi-
ence. The worst that will happen is the 
firm will say no.”

In addition to small and midsized 
law firms, government jobs typically 
are not available to students until they 
have passed the bar exam. For indi-
viduals interested in working for the 
government, Career Planning urges 

anyone who is willing and financially 
able to volunteer some of their time 
working at a government office, per-
haps after taking the bar while waiting 
for results. “People have been very suc-
cessful establishing themselves doing 
volunteer work at government offices,” 
Hoff commented. 

In addition, there may be available 
jobs in the court system, such as Tem-
porary Assistant Clerks for the superior 
courts, or even Permanent Assistant 
Clerk jobs. However, Hoff warned that 
these jobs are hard to come by because 
more and more people are remaining 
in both temporary and permanent as-
sistant clerk positions because of the le-
gal market. “There are jobs in the court 
system,” she said,” but it’s a matter of 
timing and finding that opening.” Note 
that state employment is currently fro-
zen until the new budget is passed.

Although employment is on every-
one’s mind at graduation, Michele Hoff 
and the Career Planning Center want to 
emphasize not to dwell if you haven’t 
found a position yet. “Focus on what 
you can in the short-term, like gradu-
ation, relaxation, and studying for the 
bar. Don’t beat yourself up for not hav-
ing a job.” Students should be careful 
not to spend too much time worrying 
about their job search instead of study-
ing for the bar this summer; after all, 

you will likely need to pass the bar to 
find and keep a job!

Career Planning is here to help you. 
Last year the Center created an email 
distribution list for recent graduates 
looking for employment, which sends 
out periodic announcements of open 
opportunities. If you would like to be 
placed on this email list, be sure to in-
dicate that you are looking for employ-
ment on Career Planning’s Graduation 
Survey through Symplicity, or email 
them at law.careers@uconn.edu to in-
dicate your interest in being placed on 
the list. 

As always, stop by Career Plan-
ning and talk to someone if you’re still 
looking for a job and want some guid-
ance or assistance. “We want people to 
come in and tell us where they are in 
the process, so that we know and can 
help them or keep them in mind in the 
future when opportunities arise,” Hoff 
emphasized.

And remember: at least it’s not 2008!

For full employment statistics on the 
Class of 2015, including salary informa-
tion, visit Career Planning’s website 
and read the Graduate Employment 
Outcomes Class of 2015, which can be 
found at https://www.law.uconn.edu/
admissions/aba-required-disclosures.

3L Reflection: 
What We’ve Learned and What to Do With It

By Joe Gasser ‘16

As I celebrate Com-
mencement, I’ve had a 
chance both to look back 
on what I’ve accom-
plished here and to look 
forward. It’s been impor-
tant to me to think about 
what our legal training 
and capabilities mean for 
our futures and for the fu-
ture of our society.

Our accomplishments 
deserve reflection today. 
We’ve completed a chal-
lenging professional de-
gree, but we’ve done so 
much more than that. 
We have all done more 
than pass Torts and Civil 

Procedure. More than learn about whether there is a lack of 
mens rea defense to our campus parking tickets, and how to 
correct innocent relatives on the correct usage of “mortgag-
or” and “mortgagee.” We’ve done more than try to make a 
good impression at countless networking events, because—if 
you didn’t know it yet—Connecticut’s bar is small, and you 
will see these people again, so you should have an elevator 

speech, and only have one glass of wine, etc. More than all 
that, we’ve each just finished earning all the formal training 
that we’ll ever have before earning a law license. 

To each student, the prospect of being an attorney means 
something different. Growing up with a lawyer for a dad—
could you tell?—I viewed the profession through the rever-
ent eyes of a son. I regarded being a lawyer as a privilege and 
honor. And I’m pleased to report that the view has held.

But sometimes on our journey through law school, we 
forget why we started. We get so caught up in getting good 
grades and thinking of clever things to say at networking 
events that we forget the privileges and the responsibilities 
that come along with our degrees. We should take this chance 
to remind ourselves of those privileges and responsibilities.

One of the privileges that comes along with that law license 
is the power of advocacy—the power to stand up publicly for 
a person, organization, or cause. Lawyers are generally the 
only ones licensed to be advocates, meaning that only law-
yers have the right to represent others before courts or agen-
cies or to negotiate on their behalf in transactions.

But more than advocating for people or companies, law-
yers have the ability to stand up for ideals and principles that 
support a just and egalitarian society. Some, myself includ-
ed, would say that lawyers have not only the ability, but the 
responsibility, to behave in a way 

that ben-
efits their 

clients and society as a whole.

The lawyer has the responsibility to 
do more than merely apply the law to 
facts on command. As Ben Heineman, 
Senior Fellow at the Harvard Law Pro-
gram on Corporate Governance, puts 
it, lawyers should “move beyond the 
first question—‘is it legal?’—to the ul-
timate question—‘is it right?’” 

This “is it right” mentality has also 
been called the “lawyer statesman” 
ideal. It is based on the understanding 
that a lawyer is an officer of the court, a 
sort of quasi-public official—not mere-
ly a mercenary. 

The lawyer statesman model is not 
merely a lofty platitude. It’s an attitude 
that, in too short supply, can have dan-
gerous effects on our society. If we look 
around us, we can spot a number of 
troubling developments, caused or en-
abled by lawyers, that have arisen from 
a distinctly un-statesmanlike mental-
ity. Unprecedented levels of corporate 
tax avoidance. Nuisance intellectual 
property lawsuits by “patent trolls.” 
Deliberate and coercive over-charging 
of criminal defendants to discourage 
exercising the right to trial. Oppressive 
binding arbitration agreements in con-
sumer contracts like cell phone or cable 
contracts.

There may be legal justifications 
for all of the above, but that doesn’t 
make them right. The fact that a court 
or agency may avoid civil or crimi-
nal liability doesn’t always mean that 

the lawyer has faithfully fulfilled her 
responsibilities. Perhaps we need to 
throw away books full of jokes about 
lawyers and sharks and start holding 
ourselves to the lawyer statesman ideal 
in our own careers.

Now it would be foolish to try to cre-
ate a rule for determining the “right,” 
or “statesmanlike” way to act when 
confronted with a choice among differ-
ent courses of action. It may be too op-
timistic to expect that there will even be 
a “right” way to act in every case.

But maybe there are some questions 
we can ask ourselves when we choose 
a field to practice in, or a firm to work 
for, or a case to take on. Are we helping 
or hurting individuals’ ability to stand 
up against powerful interests? Are we 
encouraging or discouraging systemat-
ically taking advantage of others? Are 
we promoting resolving valid disputes 
on their merits? Have we allowed the 
parties involved to be treated with 
dignity? Chances are, if we keep these 
questions in mind, we will consciously 
strive to act in “right” ways more often 
than not.

As soon-to-be lawyers, we will each 
sooner or later have to decide whether 
to let ourselves be motivated by the 
fact that we can help a client do some-
thing—because it’s legal—or whether 
we should help the client do some-
thing—because it’s right. Hopefully I’ll 
remember the importance of doing the 
latter and I’ll put my UConn Law train-
ing to use such that I leave my new 
profession, and my society, in a better 
shape than I found it. 

3L Comments on Our Profession
from REFLECTION, p. 2

see REFLECTION, p. 3

By An Anonymous Fan

Over the past three years, Pro Se has 
reported anything and everything go-
ing on in our community. Led by Nina 
Pelc-Faszcza and Madiha Malik in our 
3L year, Pro Se raised the bar for our 
campus newspaper, leaving us with 
high expectations for the future. If 
one’s only source of information about 
UConn Law was the hot news that 
graced Pro Se’s pages, the past three 
years would have looked a little some-
thing like this:

In fall 2013, the class of 2016 began its 
legal education with a new dean lead-
ing the way and an influx of advice in 
Pro Se on how to begin our journey in 
law school. One of our Editors-in-Chief 
was the first member of the class of 
2016 to grace the pages of Pro Se, with 
an article highlighting UCONN Law’s 
new branding effort. With our class 
came five new faculty members (one 
of whom has already been awarded 
tenure), an exciting new library orga-
nization system, and a Pro Se recipe 
section—which I assume was to fill 
space. Sadly, that same issue high-
lighted our class’s LSAT scores and 
undergrad GPAs, which some of us 
would like to forget. By Issue Two, we 
learned that our treasured grade distri-
butions were taken offline (improving 
the mental health of many), the B me-
dian wasn’t going anywhere anytime 
soon, and Bloomberg Law would be 
launching a presence on campus (and, 
as we now know, struggling to com-
pete with Westlaw’s and Lexis’s array 
of free swag and junk food). On a hap-
pier note, our job opportunities were 
reportedly improving and our post-
graduate clerkship numbers were up! 
In Issue Three, the paper got serious, 
addressing gun control, UConn getting 
sued under Title IX, and Professor Sch-
meiser using her expertise to aid the 
Sandy Hook Advisory Commission. In 
Issue Four we got to see a profession-
al head shot of our beloved Professor 
Pomp being named Person of the Year, 
that the Asian Pacific American Law 
Students Association apparently went 
bowling, and an exciting picture of Law 
Review bringing in some random guy 
from CNN. Issue Five focused on aca-

demia at UConn Law, announcing the 
new Academic Dean, Darcy Kirk, the 
increase in practice-based opportuni-
ties, and tips for how to crush a moot 
court competition (sorry to whomever 
had to judge my 1L argument... don’t 
worry I’m not going into litigation). Is-
sues Six and Six-and-a-half topped off 
our 1L year. We said goodbye to four 
treasured professors and heard about 
Hillary Clinton speaking at UConn 
Storrs. We were reminded to be thank-
ful for the fact that we got here after the 
campus moved into the castle in which 
we now sit, and we unfairly had to see 
that in 1992 it was apparently a thing to 
have a keg at 1L orientation. 

In 2014, Pro Se kicked off the academ-
ic year with Dean Fisher’s announcing 
his plans for the future. The paper re-
ported how UConn brought in a new 
crowdfunding campaign and we were 
not-so-subtly told that we didn’t know 
how to use PowerPoint by the creation 
of Tech Training sessions. That year 
UConn Law students reportedly were 
also assigned faculty advisors… In Is-
sue Two we were reminded that stu-
dent groups are always going to fight 
SBA’s allocation of funds and we dis-
covered that preparing your comput-
ers for finals is a thing. The Negotiation 
teams went head to head with Canadi-
ans, and an actual group of people at 
UConn called Race Ipsa ran, for fun, in 
a race.  By Issue Three, we still hadn’t 
gotten over the SBA budget issue and 
apparently still no one prepared their 
computers for finals. Some journal 
symposia didn’t necessarily go accord-
ing to plan and we discovered there is 
a secret room in the Starr Hall tower. 
This issue was also where the school 
finally realized that you could 
sell air if Doug Spencer’s face 
is on it. Issue Four introduced 
us to Career Center head James 
Ray, whose offices range from 
the library to the soccer field. We were 
informed that the school does know 
that professors hand in grades late and 
that there seems to be no end in sight. 
We got a preview of what would be-
come the current nightmare of a park-
ing situation and what became a dra-
matic battle about who gets to choose 
journals’ symposium topics. Issue 

Five reported that we dropped in the 
U.S. News rankings although, rumor 
has it, as of the time that we dropped 
rankings are stupid and don’t mean 
anything anyway. UConn faced the 
budget cuts with professionalism and 
tact while its professors were blogging 
about Serial (if you don’t know what 
that is, I’m sorry, that ship has sailed). 
Ballroom Dance Club started, and no 
one fret, you won’t miss out; we will 
continue to be cc’d on the emails even 
after graduation. We wrapped up the 
year with Law Review hosting Lawrence 
Lessig, and the start to the Bronins’ rise 
to power in Hartford.

In fall 2015, the class of 2016 began 
our final year and the last year of Ni-
na’s and Madiha’s reign. We were in-
formed that we will have to start shar-
ing Dean DeMeola with the rest of 
Connecticut as she assumes her new 
position as CBA VP. We also found out 
that we could now stalk Dean DeMeola 
and the other staff until they did what 
we asked because we now know where 
they sit; thank you One Stop. UConn 
added two great LL.M. programs and 
the Mock Trial Society finally got aca-
demic credit. Also, Ralph Nader finally 
did something and opened a museum 
about McDonald’s hot coffee. Issue 
Two crushed everyone by informing 
the public that SBA will no longer pay 
for people to get free lunches just be-
cause they sat through a group meet-
ing (no I am not Polish, but yes I do 
want your free food). Another comput-
er prep article made its way into this 
volume, Pro Se tried to get me to give 
blood, and the D.C. program finally 

made it to the Supreme Court (though 
suspiciously the picture only shows 
them outside the building). In Issue 
Three, we learned that Governor Mal-
loy graced our campus with his pres-
ence, UConn announced a new Compli-
ance Certificate (whatever that is) and 
someone finally read Getting to Maybe. 
Todd Fernow was highlighted on the 
back page—which I’m sure his student 
fan club will remind us about for years 
to come—and, what I believe is more 
newsworthy, Potbelly Sandwich Shop 
was finally featured in a Restaurant 
spotlight. In Issue four we learned that 
Kate Peccerillo was awarded the Skad-
den Fellowship (also congrats again on 
having a baby), Bar courses were evalu-
ated (Go Themis!), and we were given 
a taste of what could have been a good 
article on Antonin Scalia, but, in fair-
ness, other school papers with far more 
passionate writers had already taken 
that on. Issue Five stirred up drama 
when someone, originally anonymous, 
(but hindered by his inability to keep 
quiet) tried to get Law Review kicked 
out of its sweet clubhouse. Who cares 
though, I heard they only use it as a 
hangout anyway. The final issue be-
fore this brilliant commencement issue 
made us bid a farewell to our beloved 
but overpriced Truffles eatery, and we 
heard about how BarBri is trying to 
scam us all out of our money. 

In reviewing everything from this 
paper the last three years, all I can say 
is Pro Se, and this class of 2016, has been 
nothing but brilliant and outspoken. I 
feel privileged to have been a part of 
both. 

The Past Three Years as Told 
By Pro Se: A Parody
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After decades of dedicated work . . .

. . . we are sad to say goodbye to our retiring professors!
Lewis S. Kurlantzick

Zephaniah Swift Professor of Law

Professor Kurlantzick began at UConn 
Law as an Assistant Professor in 1968. 
Kurlantzick has taught many courses here 
over the past 48 years, including Contracts, 
Copyright, and Sports and the Law.

“Professor Kurlantzick is a tremendously 
brilliant teacher who has the rare ability to 
translate complicated topics into a language 
students understand. His dedication to the law 
and committment to his students was evident 
in the enthusiasm with which he taught every 
single one of his classes.”

 -- Jessica Perkowski ‘16

“Professor Kurlantzick’s intellect is matched 
only by his warmth and caring for his students. 
His Friday morning classes were the only ones 
I was ever happy to go to at 9AM. He is an in-
stitution at UConn Law and he will be missed 
greatly.”

 -- Joshua Thompson ‘16

Richard S. Kay
Associate Dean for Research and Faculty Development and 

Wallace Stevens Professor of Law

Professor Kay joined the UConn Law faculty as an As-
sistant Professor in 1974. Kay taught an abundance of 
courses over his 42 years on campus, such as Contracts, 
Comparative Constitutional Law, Sales, and Evidence.

“Professor Kay has been one of my favorite professors so far 
at UConn Law. He can blow you away with his intellect, but 
he will never fail to make you laugh.”

 -- Alison Caless ‘17

“I had two classes with Professor Kay, one in my first 
semester and one in my last semester. Even though 1L fall 
classes can be intimidating, I absolutely loved his Contracts 
class, and I also loved the way he taught Evidence. He’s an 
excellent teacher, and I always appreciated that he would give 
clear answers to the class’ questions.”

 -- Kelcie Reid ‘16

Robert Whitman
Professor of Law

Professor Whitman began his tenure at 
UConn Law as an Associate Professor in 
1966. In his 50 years here, Whitman taught 
many different courses, including Ameri-
can Legal History, Trusts & Estates, and Es-
tate Planning: Gift and Estate Taxation.

“Professor Whitman takes a great interest in 
his students as individuals, and truly wants the 
best for each and every one of them. Every single 
time he spoke with a student, he would ask them 
if they had a job. If they didn’t, he would ask 
about their interests and tell them he would keep 
them in mind if anything came up, because he re-
ally does want to see all of his students succeed.”  
 -- Eleni Koutroumanis ‘16

“Professor Whitman always initiated the 
most interesting discussions, and I loved going 
to all of his classes. I’ve never had a professor 
who was more sincere with his interest in help-
ing his students not only learn academically but 
also grow personally .” 

 -- Samuel Volet ‘16

James H. Stark
Roger Sherman Professor of Law and 

Director, Mediation Clinic

Professor Stark became an Associate Professor at 
UConn Law in 1979. During his 37 years here, Professor 
Stark taught various courses including Evidence and 
Negotiation, and also led the School’s Mediation Clinic.

“Professor Stark is not only an incredible professor, but he 
is also a wonderful mentor. In the Mediation Clinic, he found 
the perfect balance between educating and training us to con-
duct mediations, while also leaving room for us to explore and 
learn through practice, and always remaining there for sup-
port and guidance when needed.”

 -- Ashley Membrino ‘16

“Professor Stark’s approach to teaching Evidence was both 
practical and exciting. Every class provided an opportunity 
to explore complex evidentiary issues. Professor Stark always 
fostered a very welcoming environment for discussions and 
debates. Thank you for your dedication, professor!” 

 -- Mayra Reyes ‘17


