
Research-Palooza Recap 

By Anne Rajotte, Head of 

Reference 

Thank you to everyone who came to 

the Law Library’s 1st ever Research-

Palooza!  

For those who couldn’t make it, the 

library highlighted new library re-

sources. These included:  

Ravel Law – which includes analytics 

about judges, courts, and opinions. It 

has a unique visualization tool to 

identify relevant cases based on cita-

tions.  

Legislative Insight, Supreme Court 

Insight, and Regulatory Insight - 

easily locate compiled legislative his-

tories, regulatory history, and Su-

preme Court Records and Briefs. 

Elgar and Oxford e-book collections – The library has ex-

panded its electronic book collections, simply search in the 

library catalog. 

Politico Pro – in-depth policy news, appropriations tracker, 

and other information related to federal laws and regulations. 

It is especially useful for tracking legislative and regulatory 

developments in Washington. 

New York Times Subscription – All Uconn Law faculty, 

staff and students have full access to the NY Times. You must 

be on campus to create an account with your UConn email.  

Law 360 – Law 360 provides in-depth news and analysis of 

the legal marketplace. This is a great place to find infor-

mation about legal employers.  

Interlibrary Loan Services – If we don’t have what you need, 

ask for it! If it’s available, our Interlibrary Loan department 

will be able to acquire it for you within a week or two.  

Research Guides – Don’t know where to start your research 

or what database to use? Try the library’s research guides! 

They cover a variety of subjects including free and low cost 

resources, Connecticut Law, legislative histories, lists of ma-

jor treatises and more.  

1-on-1 Research Meetings – Schedule a meeting with the li-
brary to discuss sources for paper topics, how to get started 
with your research, tips for non-legal research or any other 
topic. We have evening hours just email ref-
desk.lawlib@uconn.edu to set up an appointment.  
 

Upcoming October Research Skills Series – Sessions will in-
clude Shepardizing and KeyCiting, how to use citation man-
agement systems and how to know when to stop your re-

search. Watch your email for dates and times!  

25
th

 Annual PILG Auction Now Accepting Donations 

By Uriel Lloyd ‘19 

 It’s that time of year again! In case you haven’t heard, the 25th Annual PILG 

Auction will be held on November 10th, 2017 from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. and now is 

the time to do your part by contributing to this long-standing tradition of philan-

thropic work. For the last 25 years, the UCONN Law community has come togeth-

er and put on an auction that will raise money to provide legal services to under-

represented and disenfranchised communities. All funds benefit the Public Interest 

Law Group (PILG) endowment, which is held and managed by The University of 

Connecticut Foundation, Inc.      Continued on Page 2... 
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PILG Auction Continued... 

The endowment finances summer stipends for students work-

ing in the public interest field. This past year, income from the 

endowment supported students working at Greater Hartford 

Legal Aid, the Connecticut Commission on Human Rights & 

Opportunities, and several other organizations. 

 The Auction is a perfect opportunity to support a great 

cause and give back to the Hartford community and beyond. 

Without the generosity of the students, faculty, and staff, this 

Auction could not continue. Your contributions make all the 

great work that the student interns do possible because items 

sold at the Auction go directly to the PILG endowment to ben-

efit those students. More items means more public service. 

The UConn faculty and staff have already begun donating 

items to be auctioned off! Students can help make the Auction 

more diverse and fruitful by donating. In the past, students 

have donated items such as: sports memorabilia, gift cards to a 

favorite restaurant, personal artwork, tickets to an event, ball-

room dancing lessons (taught by them), handmade jewelry, 

homemade crocheted scarves, and more! If your first thoughts 

are this could be sold at the Auction and I want to help the law 

school community, then donate! Donations and monetary con-

tributions are tax deductible as allowable by law. If you would 

like to donate please contact the PILG Auction at 

PILG@uconn.edu.  

UConn Law: An International  

Perspective 

By Aderson Chui ‘19 

 

I came from a bigger city, so life in Hartford was rather dull 

at first. I stayed at home most of the time and studied by my-

self. Studying at Uconn law was also different because the 

law school does not provide dormitory, which makes it harder 

to make friends with other students.  

There was also the issue of being an outsider. Many students 

from Uconn law come from Connecticut, and has their 

friends and family here. They also know other students, and 

are more willing to make friends with people that they are fa-

miliar with, rather than someone that came from another state 

or another country.  

However, there are other students that are in the same situa-

tion and are looking for friends as well. Making friends with 

other students that came from other places is a good idea be-

cause you can support each other in an unfamiliar place.  

However, I do encourage making friends with people who are 

originally from the state/country, because they can show you 

a different experience that you might have not experienced 

before. For example, I've never participated in a back yard 

barbecue before, nor sat around with friends around a bon-

fire.  

I think the fastest way to become more comfortable in a dif-

ferent environment is to make friends with others that are al-

so from a different background, but the best way to adapt to 

the culture shift is to make friends with others that are from 

the new environment. 

Now Is the Right Time to Talk About  

Climate Change 

By Dylan Shaw ‘19 

 If you are following the devastation that has occurred in 

Texas due to Hurricane Harvey, in Florida due to Hurricane 

Irma, and in Puerto Rico due to Hurricane Maria you’re likely 

to hear a phrase uttered, most likely by a politically conserva-

tive thinker that now is not the time to talk about climate 

change. They’re completely wrong.  There is no better time to 

talk about what disastrous effects climate change is having and 

will have than the present.  

 The calamity that is the American political sphere mani-

fests a short-attention span society that is constantly forced to 

jump from political dilemma to whatever political dilemma the 

media is focused on before they inevitably turn their attention 

to dissecting Trump’s tweets.  In this fast-paced, headline-

driven atmosphere, waiting until next week or whatever 

amount of time is deemed necessary to pass before climate 

change can be discussed ensures that climate change will never 

be discussed.  In two weeks there will be another development 

in Mueller’s investigation or another Neo-Nazi rally that will 

gain the complete attention of the media and climate change 

will be thrown to the wayside.  This is not to say that these are 

not important topics that must be discussed.  However, we can-

not allow the conservative mouth-pieces to dominate the cli-

mate change conversation by not allowing the conversation to 

exist.  

 This is not to say that those with a conservative political 

view are the only ones limiting the conversation about climate 

change. According to a recent study published by MediaMat-

ters, CNN viewers see far more advertising for fossil fuel than 

coverage for climate change.   

      Continued on Page 3... 

A Note from HLIG: 

Maintaining Your Health as a Law  

Student 

By Chris Isleb ‘19 

 With much of the focus on succeeding in law school, 

many students forget the importance of maintaining a healthy 

lifestyle, both physically and mentally.  Staying healthy may 

be the furthest thing from your mind while overloaded with 

thoughts about managing all of the reading, what to under-

stand for class, exams, grades, and personal matter outside of 

the classroom.  However, staying healthy may be the most 

important study aid of all.  It starts with proper sleep, a 

healthy diet, and stress management. Failing to maintain 

these three components of a healthy lifestyle can hinder you 

physically, mentally, and academically. Here’s why: 

Lack of sleep weakens the immune system, and getting a 

good night’s sleep has been shown to lower the risk of be-

coming ill.  If that’s not reason enough, people usually don’t 

study as efficiently without proper sleep. Law school requires 

intense mental engagement and we diminish our ability to 

pay attention and think critically when we are exhausted. 

Sleep improves memory and information retention, so mak-

ing sure you get a healthy amount of sleep should be a top 

priority for your health and for your grades. 

Continued on Page 3... 



Climate Change Continued... 

 

The study claims that following temperature record setting an-

nouncements, oil industry advertisements outpaced climate-

related coverage by a ratio of almost 5-to-1. 

 The reason climate change must be discussed now is 

because we are experiencing the negative results of allowing a 

conversation on climate change to play second-fiddle to what-

ever momentary political discussion is allowed to be center 

stage.  A few short weeks ago a draft report written by scien-

tists from 13 federal agencies referred to as “Climate Science 

Special Report” concluded that Americans are already feeling 

the effects of climate change.  The report included Executive 

Summary Points, two of which were: “many temperature and 

precipitation extremes are becoming more common” and 

“oceans are rising, warming, and becoming more acidic.” 

Both of these summary points are relevant to the current dev-

astation in Houston, Miami, and Puerto Rico, among others.  

 A conversation about climate change can and should 

incorporate discussions of improving infrastructure, climate 

resilience, urban planning, and a plethora of other topics that 

are both relevant and necessary to effectively handling natural 

disasters that are intensified by climate change in the future.  

When these discussions are sidelined we are simply allowing 

others to control the narrative and to delegitimize climate sci-

ence.  If we allow these discussions to be permanently side-

lined, we will continue to experience more temperature and 

precipitation extremes without being prepared to handle them 

effectively.  

Maintaining Your Health Continued… 

Nutrition and hydration are other essential factors in staying 

healthy.  Eating healthier makes you feel better and less le-

thargic.  Choose healthy foods with a good amount of variety, 

including fruits, vegetables, and lean protein sources.  Try not 

to skip meals and make sure to drink plenty of water!  Resist 

the temptation to eat the free pizza (provided by lunchtime 

meetings) on campus every day.  Choose instead, a healthier 

option, even if that means bringing a meal from home. 

Law school can be very stressful.  There are several strategies 

that may reduce the stresses in your life. Exercise can be a 

helpful way to blow off steam or clear your head, whether it 

is working out in a gym, running on the street, practicing yo-

ga, or joining a sports team.  Meditation or prayer may be 

similarly helpful to some.  Everyone has their own idea of 

what relaxes them.  Embrace that.  If talking to people helps 

you, get to know your fellow law students.  Make time for 

your friends and family.  Take advantage of opportunities to 

be social, but don’t feel the need to do everything.  A common 

theme to all aspects of maintaining a healthy lifestyle is time 

management.  All it takes is a little consideration and plan-

ning.  Don’t lose sight of the important things in your life.  

It’s all about balancing your priorities and discovering what 

works for you. 

Becoming ill can seriously interfere with study time. Adding 

stress to the equation will create a difficult situation to work 

through.  If you do become ill, do yourself (and your class-

mates) a favor and address it as soon as possible.  You won’t 

want to lose valuable study time while you “wait it out.”  

Maintaining or improving your health during law school is 

not as difficult as it seems, but it takes effort.  If your grades 

are important, staying healthy is vital.    

What I Wish I Knew Before I Became an 

Associate 

By Neil Franzese, UConn Law Class of 2016, 

Associate, Robinson & Cole 

Now that I have had a year to adjust to life after law school, I 

have settled in to new routines, have had a chance to work on 

some exciting and interesting cases learning from some great 

attorneys, and have really begun to enjoy being a practicing 

lawyer. Although, as I look back on my first year as a law firm 

associate, there is quite a bit that I wish I knew before I start-

ed. Here are the highlights (the ones that are appropriate to 

print, of course):  

Take that post-bar exam summer vacation. When I was a sum-

mer associate, an attorney gave me this advice and told me 

that it is the last chance a lawyer gets at a four week vacation 

until he changes jobs and has a gap of unemployment. He was 

right! Many firms offer several weeks of vacation time, but 

four in a row off is a golden opportunity that you may never 

see again.  

Embrace the calendar. If you are like me, you went right from 

high school to college to law school and never had to manage 

your time with much more than  a class schedule and a to do 

list. Once you start practicing though, you are not just tracking 

your schedule, but other lawyers’ schedules, client schedules, 

and court deadlines. I was slow to start using Outlook and 

iPhone calendars, but once I did, it made tracking those sched-

ules ten times easier. 

All of the cite checking really does come in handy. In law 

school I was always told that one of the best parts of being on 

a journal was learning to do citations in your sleep. I didn’t 

buy it then, but I sure do now. When work starts piling up 

there isn’t a whole lot of time for poring over the Blue Book, 

so learn good habits while you can! 

Stay in touch with old friends. This is a two for one – not only 

will keeping up with old friends keep you sane when you start 

to feel like you live at the office, but it very quickly starts to 

come in handy for everything from seeing a familiar face at 

bar association events to finding clients. If you are like me 

you are rolling your eyes every time you hear the word 

“networking,” but it turns out there is a lot of value to it once 

you have some other goals in mind outside of finding that first 

job. 

Continued on Page 4... 
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What I Wish I Knew Continued... 

 

Make new friends. Once you start working it’s all too easy to 

close the door to your office and withdraw from all human con-

tact. You really have to make an effort to get around and meet 

new people inside of your new firm, at events you attend, and 

even on the other side of the table in court or negotiating a 

deal. The same goes for this one as for number four – knowing 

people comes in handy.   

Find something you enjoy doing. Ah yes, the ultimate cliché: 

“Do what you love and you’ll never work a day in your life.” I 

wouldn’t go quite that far, but finding a practice area that you 

enjoy certainly helps to make it all seem worth it (or at least 

bearable) those times that you will find yourself leaving the of-

fice at midnight or coming in at eight on  Saturday. The best 

advice that I can give is to get out there and try things during 

law school – enroll in a clinic, take that unpaid internship, even 

shadow any lawyer who will let you. With most areas of law 

that I have encountered, you really won’t know what the day-to

-day is like, and whether you will like it, until you see it in ac-

tion for yourself. 

Good luck! 

Do you have an idea for an article that you want to write for 

an upcoming edition of Pro Se? 

Some article ideas are:  

Community Happenings (sports events, concerts, fairs/

festivals, restaurant reviews, etc.),  

Political opinion articles are always welcome no matter your 

political ideologies,  

Connecticut Budget Proposals (or lack thereof),  

"Art Corner" (creative piece to help us stay well rounded 

through law school), or an idea of your own!  

Around 500 word limit per article please.  

 

If you want to contribute to an upcoming edition or join the 

ranks of the few who are lucky enough to call themselves 

members of Pro Se, contact one of our members: 

 

Dylan Shaw ‘19 - Editor-in-Chief 

Gideon Asemnor ‘18 - Financial Manager, Layout Editor 

Nicholas Smarra ‘18 - Technology Editor 

George Gelinas ‘18 - Associate Editor 

Julia Steere ‘19 - Associate Editor 

Uriel Lloyd ‘19 - Associate Editor 

Coming Soon to Pro Se: 

Calling all Student Leaders! In an attempt to expand Pro Se’s 

online presence, we have created a Facebook page with the 

intention of providing valuable information to the student 

body through social media from the various groups at the 

law school. 

In an attempt to reduce the number of law-school wide 

emails that are often overlooked or simply not read, we hope 

that we can provide a channel for the student leaders to send 

us information regarding upcoming events, reviewing past 

events, or simply providing information regarding the group 

themselves.  

While Pro Se newspapers will be still be published on a 

monthly basis, we are hoping to expand the reach or commu-

nication to the student body in a quicker, more frequent man-

ner through the use of our social media platforms. 

Also, be on the lookout for Humans of UConn Law 
coming in the next few months (hopefully sooner rather than 

later) where we will interview students, faculty, and staff 

with the goal of creating a more in-depth, personal look into 

the law school community. We are surrounded by talented 

individuals from all over the country and the world who have 

chosen to spend part of their lives at this great campus, let’s 

get to know each other more! 

If you are interested in helping with the development of Hu-

mans of UConn Law whether it be signing up to be inter-

viewed, conducting interviews, or assisting Pro Se in the ex-

pansion of our online presence, please contact Dyl-

an.shaw@uconn.edu or Nicholas.smarra@uconn.edu 

 

Thank you and we look forward to learning more about the 

diverse people we share this campus with! 

Welcome from the Student  

Bar Association 

By Sara Bonaiuto and the SBA E-Boatd 

 

Welcome both incoming 1Ls and returning students to the 2017

-18 school year! Law school is likely one of the most demand-

ing experiences you will face during your educational career. 

The members of the Student Bar Association are aware of the 

challenges law school brings. I would like to extend a hand on 

behalf of the UConn SBA and let you know that we are here to 

support you. If ever there is a time that you begin to feel lost in 

this process, please reach out either to myself or any member 

of SBA. 

It is important to remember two things throughout your time in 

law school. One, at some point or another everyone faces strug-

gles along the way. Two, YOU control your journey. This ap-

plies both to law school and to the demanding professional 

world that lies ahead. At best you can, avoid the temptations of 

comparing and judging yourself to your peers. If you focus on 

yourself, and what works for you, ultimately you will find 

yourself to be more successful. 

 

Barrister’s Ball – Formerly Known as Fall Ball 

On an uplifting note, the Student Bar Association has been 

working hard preparing for the upcoming Barrister’s Ball. The 

event will be held on October 27th from 8-12 on the Lady 

Katherine Cruise Line. There will be buses lined up to take stu-

dents from the law school to the venue. 

More information will be conveyed to the students as soon as it 

is available. We hope that you all can attend! 


